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GROUP A. FRAGMENT L 

§ L GENERAL PROLOGUE. 



HEVGWET MS. 



Here bygjnmeth the Book of the tales of Caunt^bmy. 

fHan that Aueiylle with his shonres soote Da^f s] 
The droghte of March / hath pureed to the loote 
And bathed eueiy veyne in swich lycour 
Of which vertni engendred is the flour 4 

Whan zephims eek* with his sweete breeth 
Inspired hath in eueiy holt* and heeth 
The tendre croppes / and the yonge sonne 
Hath in the Ram / his half cours yronne 8 

And smale foweles / maken melodye 
That slepen al the nyghf with open lye 
So priketh hem nature / in hir corages 
Thanne longen folk* to goon on pilgrymages 12 

And Pakneres for to seeken straunge strondes 
To feme halwes / kouthe in sondry londes 
And specially / from euery shyres ende 
Of Engelond / to Caimterbury they wende 16 

The holy blisfiil martir / for to seke 
That hem hath holpen whan ])at they weere seeke 
Bifel fat in that sesoun od a day 

In Southwerk" at the Tabard / as .1. lay 20 

Redy to weenden / on my pilgrymage 
To Caunterbniy / with ful deuout corage 
At nyght was coi^d / in to that hostelrye 
Wei .xxix. in a compaignye 24 

Of sondry folk / by auenture yfalle 
In felaweshipe / and pilgrymes weere they alle 
That toward Caiinterbnry wolden ryde 
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2 GROUP A. § L GENERAL PROLOGUE. EengWTt KS. 

The cliaixibres and the stables / weeren wyde 28 

And wel we weeren esed / at the beste 

And shortly whan the sonne was to reste 

So hadde I spoken with hem eueiichoon 

That I was of hir felaweshipe anoon 32 

And maade forward / erly for to ryse Deaf 2, backj 

To take oure wey / thor as .1. yow deuyse 

% But nathelees / while .1. haue tyme and space 

Er that I ferther / in this tale pace 36 

Me thynketh if acordant to resoi^n 

To telle yow / al the condiciown 

Of eech of hem / so as it seemed me 

And whiche they weere and of what d^ree 40 

And eek* in what array / fat they weere Inne 

And at a knyghf thanne wol I first bigynne 

% A knyght ther was / and that a worthy man Eoyght/ 

That fro the tyme / fat he first bigan 44 

To ryden out* he loued chiualrye 

Trouthe and honot^r / fredom and curteisye 

fful worthy was he / in his lordes werre 

And ther to hadde he ryden / no man ferre 48 

As wel in cristendom / as hethenesse 

And euere honured / for his worthynesse 

% At Alisaundre he was / whan it was wonno 

fful ofte tyme / he hadde the bord bigonne 52 

Abouen alle nacions / in Pruce 

In lettow / hadde he reysed / and in Euce 

"No cristen man so ofte / of his degree 

In Gemade at the seege eek hadde he be 56 

At Algizir / and ryden in Bebnarye 

At lyeys was he / and at Satalye 

Whan they weere wonne / and in the grete see 

At many a noble armee / hadde he bee 60 

^ At mortal batailles / hadde he been fiftene 

And foghten for oure feyth / at Tramyssene 

In lystes thryes / and ay slayn his foo 

HENGWRT 2 



GBOUP A. § L GBNERAL PROLOGUE. Eeilg^Wrt MS. 3 

^ This like worthy knyghf hadde been also 64 

Somtyme / with the lord of Palatye 

Agayn another hethen in Turkye 

And euere moore / he hadde a soueieyn piys 

And thogh fat he weere worthy / he was wys 68 

And of his poorf as meke / as is a mayde 

I^e neuere yet* no vileynye he sayde 

In al his lyf vn-to no manere wight 

He was a verray perfif gentil knyghf 72 

But for to tellen yow / of his array Omt t] 

Hise hors weere goode / but he ne was nat gay 

Of ffustian / he wered a gypon 

Al bismotered / with his haubei^eon) 76 

ffor he was laate / comen from his viage 

And wente / for to doon his pilgrymage 

^ With hym / ther was his sone a yong* Squyer Squyer. 

A louere / and a lusty Bachiler 80 

With lokkes crulle / as they weere leyd in presse 

Of .XX. yeer / he was of age I gesse 

Of his stature / he was of euene lengthe 

And wonderly delyuere / and of greet strengthe 84 

And he hadde been som tyme / in chiuachye 

In fflaundres / in Artoys / and Picardye 

And bom hym wel / as in so litel space 

In hope / to stonden / in his lady grace 88 

^ Embrouded was he / as it weere a meede 

Al ful of fresshe floures / white and reede 

Syngynge he was / or floytynge al the day 

He was as fressb / as is the Monthe of May 92 

Short was his gowne / with sleues / longe & wyde 

Wel koude he sitte on hors / and faire ryde 

He koude songes wel make / and endite 

loste and eek daunce / and wel portreye and write 96 

So hoote he loued / that by nyghtertale 

He slepte namoore / than dooth a nyghtyngale 

Curteys he was / lowely / and seruysable 

HENOWBT 8 



4 GROUP A. §L GENERAL PROLOGUE. HeXlgWlt MS. 



And carf bifom his fader / at tlie table 
^ A Yeman he hadde / and seruantz namo 
At that tyme / for hym liste ryde so 
And he was clad / in coote and hood of greene 
A sheef of Pecok arwes / bright* and keene 
Vnder his belt* he bar ful thriftily 
Wei koude he dresse his takel yemanly 
His arwes drowped noght* with fetheres lowe 
And in his hand / he bar a myghty bowe 
A not heed hadde he / with a broun visage 
Of wodecraft / koude he wel al the vsage 
Vp on his arm / he bar a gay bracer 
And by his syde / a swerd and a Bokeler 
And on that oother syde / a gay daggere 
Hameysed wel / and sharpe / as poynf of spere 
A (Mstofre on his brest* of siluer sheene 
An horn he bar / the bawdryk* was of greene 
A fforster was he / soothly as I gesse 
% Ther was also / a N'onne a Prioresse 
That of hir smylyng* was ful symple and coy 
Hir gretteste ooth / was but by Seint Loy 
And she was clepyd / madame Eglentyne 
fful wel she soong* the seruyce dyuyne, 
Entuned in hir nose / ful semely 
And frenssh she spak* ful faire and fetisly 
After the scole / of Stratford at the Bowe 
ffor frenssh of Parys / was to hire vnknowe 
At mete / wel ytaught* was she with alle 
She leef no morsel / from hir lyppes falle 
Ne wette hir fyngres / in hir sauce deepe 
Wel koude she carye a morsel / and wel keepe 
That no drope / fille vp on hir brisf 
In curteisye / was set muchel hir list* 
Hir ouer lyppe / wyped she so cleene 
That in hir coppe / ther was no ferthyng* seene 
Of grece / whan she dronken hadde hir draghte 
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Sol semely / after liir mete she laghte 136 

And sikerly / she was of greet* desporf 

And f ul plesaunt* and amyable of port* 

And peyned hire / to countrefete chiere 

Of Conrt* and been estatlicb. of manere 140 

And to been holden / digne of renerence 

But for to speken / of hir conscience 

She was so charitable / and so pitoos 

She wolde wepe / if fat she sawe a Mous 144 

Canght in a trappe / if it weere deed / or bledde 

Of smale houndes / hadde she / pat she fedde 

With rosted flessh / or mylk / and wastel breed 

But soore wepte she / if oon of hem weere deed 148 

Or if men smoot* it / with a yerde smerte 

And al was conscience / and tendre herte 

fFul semely / hir wympel pynched was 

Hir nose tretez / hir eyen / greye as glas 152 

Hir mouth fal smal / and ther to / softe and reed Pcaf 4 

But sikerly / she hadde a fair forheed 

It was almoost* a spanne brood I trowe 

for hardily / she was nat vndergrowe 156 

Sul fetys was hir cloke / as I was war 

Of smal Coral / aboute hir arm she bar 

A peyre of bedes / gauded al with greene 

And ther on heeng* a brooch of gold ful sheene 160 

On which / was first writen / a crowned .A. 

And after / amor vincif omnia. 

^ Another N'onne / with hire hadde she, Nonne Chiip- 

That was hire Chapeleyne / and preestes thre. thre prettes. 

% A Monk ther was / a fSair for the maystrye Monk/. 

An outrydere / that* louede venerye 

A manly man / to been an Abbot able 

ffiil many a deyntee hors / hadde he in stable 168 

And whanne he rood / men myghte his brydel heere 

Gyngle in a whistlynge wynd / as cleere 

And eek* as loude / ag dooth the Chapel belle 
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6 GBOUF A. § L GENERAL PBOLOQUE. HOIlgWrt MS. 

Theie as this lord / is kepere of the selle 172 

The rule of seint Manre / or of seint Beneyt* 

By cause fat it was oold / and som deel streyt* 

This ilke Monk / leet oolde thynges pace 

And heeld / after the newe world the space 176 

He yaf noght of that text* a pulled hen 

That seith / pat hunterys been none holy men 

"Ne fat a Monk* . whan he is recchelees 

Is likned / til a fissh / pat is waterlees 180 

This is to seyn / a Monk* out of his Cloystre 

But thilke text* heeld he nat worth an Oystre 

And I seyde / his opynyon was good 

What sholde he studie / and make hym seluen wood 184 

Vp on a book* in Cloystre alwey to poure 

Or swynke with his handes / and laboure 

As Austyn bit* . how shal the world be serued 

Lat Austyn heue his swynk* , to hym reserued 188 

Ther fore / ho was a prykasour aryght* 

Grehoundes he hadde / as swift* as fowel in flyghf 

Of prikyng* and of huntyng* for the haare 

Was al his lust* . for no cost wolde he spaare 192 

I saugh his sleues / pt^rfiled at the honcJ [leaf 4, back] 

With grys / and that the fyneste of a lond? 

And for to festne his hood / vnder his chyn 

He hadde / of gold / wroght a ful curious pyn 196 

A loue knotte / in tie gretter ende ther was 

His heed was balled / ijiat shoon as any glas 

And eek his face / as he hadde been enoynt* 

He was a lord ful fat* and in good poynt* 200 

Hise eyen steepe / and rollynge in his heed 

That stemed / as a foumeys of a leed 

Hise bootes souple / his hors / in greet estaaf 

-N'ow certeynly / he was a fair prelat* 204 

He was nat paale / as is a forpyned goost* 

A fat swan / loued he / best of any roost* 

His palfrey / was as broun as any berye 
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cnoTTpA. §L OBNBRAL PBOLoouB. Eengwrt MB. 7 

f A firere ther was / a wantowne and a meiye, y ffinere. 

A lymytour / a fill solempne man 209 

In alle the ordres foore / is noon pat kan 

So muclie of daliannce / and fair langage 

He liadde maked / ful many a manage 212 

Of yonge wommen / at his owene cost* 

Vn to his ordre / he was a nohle post* 

ffol wel biloued / and famylier was hee 

With fixankeleyns / oner al in his contree 216 

And eek* with worthy wommen / of the town 

ffor he hadde / power of confessionn 

Ab seyde him self / moore than a curaat* 

ffor of his ordre / he was licenciaat* 220 

ffol swetely / herde he confessioim 

And plesant* . was his at)soluciotm 

He was an esy man / to yeue penannce 

Ther as he wiste / to haue a good pitaunce 224 

ffor vn to a ponre ordre / for to yeue 

Is signe / that a man / is wel yshryue 

ffor if he yaf* he dorste make auaunt* 

He wiste / pat a man was repentaunt* 228 

ffor many a man / so hard is of his herto 

He may nat weepe / thogh pat he soore smerte 

Ther fore / in stede of wepynge / and proyeres 

Men moote yeue siluer / to the poure freres 232 

^ His typet* was ay farsed ful of knyues OwrfR] 

And pynnes / for to yeuen faire wyues 

And certeynly / he hadde a murye noote 

Wel koude he synge / and pleyen on a rooto 236 

Of yeddynges / he bar outrely the prys 

His nekke whit was / as the flour delys 

Ther to he stroong* was / as a Champioun 

He knew the tauemes wel in euery town 240 

And euery hostiler / and Tappestere 

Bet / than a lazer / or a beggestere 

ffor vn to swich a worthy man / as he 
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8 GROUP A. § L GENERAL PROLOGUE. Kehgwrt MS. 

Acorded nat / as by his facultee 244 

To haue / with syke lazers aqueyntaunce 

It is nat honeste / it may noght anaunce 

ffor to deelen / with no swich poraille 

But al with riche / and sellerys of vitaille 248 

And ouer al / ther as profit sholde aryse 

Curteys he was / and lowely of seruyse 

Ther was no man / nowheer / so vertuous 

He was the beste beggere / of his hous 252 

And yaf a certeyn ferme / for the graunf 252 6 

Noon of his bretheren / cam ther in his hannf 252 e 

ffor thogh a wydwe / hadde noghf a sho 253 

So plesanf was his In principio 

Yet wolde he haue a ferthyng* er he wente 

His purchaas / was wel bettre than his rente 256 

And rage he koude / as it weere right a whelpe 

In louedayes / koude he muchel helpe 

ffor there / he was nat lyk* a Cloystrer 

With a threedbare cope / as is a poure scoler 260 

But he was lyk a maister / or a Pope 

Of double worstede / was his semycope 

And rounded as a belle / out of the presse 

Somwhat he lypsed / for his wantownesse 264 

To make his englyssh / sweete vp on his tonge 

And in his harpyng* whan Jat he hadde songe 

Hise eyen twynkled / in his heed aryghf 

As doon the sterres / in the frosty nyghf 268 

This worthy lymytour / was clewed Huberd? 

T A Marchant was ther / with a forked berdi Marchaimt. 

In Motlee / and hye on hors he sat* Deaf 6, back] 

Vp on his heed / a flBlaundryssh Beuere haf 272 

His bootes clasped / faire and fetisly 

Hise resons / he spak ful solempnely 

Sownyng* alway / thencrees of his wynnyng* 

He woolde / the see weere kept* for any thyng* 276 

Bitwixen Myddelburgh / and Orewelle 

HENGWBT 8 



GBOUF A. § L OENERAL PBOLOouB. Hengwrt M8. 9 

Wei koude he / in eschaunge / sheeldes selle 

This worthy man / ful wel his wit bisette 

Ther wiste no wight*, that he was in dette 280 

So estaatly was he / of his gouemaunce 

"With his hargaynes / and wit^ his cheuysannce 

ffor soothe / he was a worthy man with alle 

Bnt sooth to seyn / I noot how men hym calle 284 

^ A Clerc ther was / of Oxenford also Y Clerc/ of OienforcU. 

That vn to logyk*. hadde longe ygo 

As leene was his hors / as is a rake 

And he was noght right fat* I undertake 288 

But looked holwe / and ther to sobrely 

ftal threedbaare / was his ouereste Courtepy 

ffor he hadde / geten hym yef no benefice 

'Ne was so worldly / for to haue office 292 

Por hym was leuere / haue at his beddes heed 

Twenty bookes / clad / in blak / or reed 

Of Aristotle / and his Philosophye 

Than robes riche / or ffithele / or gay Sautrye 296 

But al be / that he was a Philosophre 

Yet hadde he / but litel gold in Cofre 

But al that he myghte / of his frendes hente 

On bookes / and on lemynge / he it spente 300 

And bisily / gan for the soules preye 

Of hem / that yaf hym / wher with to scoleye 

Of studye / took he moost cure and moost heede 

N*oght 00 word spak* he / mooro than was neede 304 

And that was spoke / in fo^ne / and reuerence 

And short* and quyk* and ful of heigh sentence 

Sownynge in moral vertu / was his speche 

And gladly wolde he leme / and gladly teche 308 

^ A Sergeaunt of lawe / waar / and wys T Sergcaunt of Lawe. 

That often / hadde been at the Parvys 

Ther was also / fed ryche of excellence [leaf 6] 

Discreet he was / and of greet reuerence 312 

He seemed swich / hise wordes weeren so Wyse 
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lustice lie was / ful often in Assise 

By patente / and by pleyn commissioim 

ffor his science / and for his heigh renot^n 316 

Of fees and robes / hadde he many oon 

So greet a purchasonr / was nowher noon 

Al was fee symple / to hym / in effect* 

His purchasyng* myghte nat been infect* 320 

Nowher so bisy a man as he / ther nas 

And yet he seemed / bisyer than he was 

In t^rmes / hadde he caas / and doomes alle 

That from tyme of kyng william / weere falle 324 

Ther to / he koude endite / and make a thyng* 

Ther koude no wighf pynchen at his writyng* 

And euery statuf . koude he pleyn by roote 

He rood but hoomly / in a medlee coote 328 

Girt with a ceynt of sylk* . with banes smale 

Of his array / telle I no lenger tale 

•|r A ffrankeleyn / was in his compaignye f ffronkelqni. 

Whit was his herd / as is the dayesye 332 

Of his complexcion / he was sangwyn 

Wei loued he by the morwe / a sope in wyn 

To lyuen in delyt* was euere his wone 

ffor he was / Epicurus owene sone 336 

That heeld opynyon) / pat pleyn deHt 

Was verray / felicitee parfif 

An housholdere / and that a greet was hee 

Seint lulyan he was / in his contree 340 

Hifl breed / his ale / was alweys after oon 

A bettre envyned man / was neuere noon 

With outen bake mete / was neuere his hous 

Of fresshe fisshe /and flesshe / and that so plentevous 344 

It snewed in his hous / of mete and drynke 

Of alle deyntees / fat men koude bithynke 

After / the sondry sesons / of the yeer 

So chaunged he / his mete / and his soper 348 

ffiil many a fat partrych / hadde he in Muwe 
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And many a bieem / and many a luce in Stawe 

Wo was his Cook* / but if his Sauce weere {\t»tB, imdk} 

Poynaunt* and sharpa / and redy al his geere 352 

His table donnaunt* in his halle alway 

Stood redy couered / al the longe day 

At sessions / ther was he / lord and sire 

fftd ofte tyme / he was knyght of the Shire 356 

An Anlaas / and a Gipser / al of Sylk* 

Heeng* at his girdel / whit as mome mylk* 

A Shirreue hadde he been / and Countour 

Was nowheer / swich a worthy vauasour 360 

IT An haberdasshere / and a Carpenter rHaberdMsher* 

" ' ^ Carpenter. 

A Webbe / a Dyere / and a Tapycer ^«^ 

And they weere clothed alle / in oo lyueree ^^py**'* 

Of a solempne / and a greet firatemytee 364 

ffiil fressh and newe / hir geere apyked was 

Hir knyues weere chaped / noght with bras 

But al with siluer / wroght fol clene and wel 

Hir girdles / and hir pouches / euerydel 368 

Wel seemed eech of hem / a fair Burgeys 

To sitten in a yeldehalle / on a deys 

Euerych / for the wisdom / Jwt he kan 

Was shaply / for to been an Alderman 372 

ffor catel / hadde they ynogh / and rente 

And eek hir wyues / wolde it wel assente 

And ellis certeyn / they weere to blame 

It is ful fair / to been yclepyd madame 376 

And goon to vigilies / al biforo 

And haue a Mantel / realliche ybore 

IT A Cook they hadde with hem / for the nones Ckwk^ 

To boille the chiknes / with the Marybones 380 

And poudre marchaunt*. tart* and / Galyngale 

Wel koude he knowe / a draghte of london ale 

He koude rooste / and seethe / and broille / & frye 

Maken Mortreux / and wel bake a pye 384 

But greet harm was it^ as it thoughte me 

5ENGWET 11 



12 GBOUF A. § L GENERAL PBOLOGUE. Hengwrt MS. 

That on his Shyne / a Mormal hadde he 

ffor Blankmanger / that maade he with the beste 

% A Shipman was ther / wonyng fer by weste Shipnum. 

ffor aught I woof he was of Dertemouthe 389 

He rood vp on a Eouncy / as he kouthe 

In a gowne of faldyng^ to the knee [leaf 7] 

A dagg^re hangynge on a laas / hadde he 392 

Aboute his nekke / vnder his arm adown 

The hoote Somer / hadde maad his hewe al brown 

And certeynly / he was a good felawe 

flFiil many a draghte of wyn / hadde he drawe 396 

fEro BurdenxwarcJ / whil fat the Chapman sleepe 

Of nyce conscience / took he no keepe 

If fat he fieighf and hadde the hyer bond? 

By watre he sente hem hoom / to euery lond 400 

But of his craft* to rekene wel his tydes 

His stremys / and his daungers hym bisydes 

His herberwe and his moone / his lodmenage 

Ther was noon swich / from hulle to Cartage 404 

Hardy he was / and wys to vndertake 

With many a tempest* hadde his beerd been shake 

He knew alle the hauenes / as they weere 

flfro Gootlond / to the cape of ffynysteere 408 

And euery cryke / in Britaigne / and in Spaigne 

His barge / y-clepyd was the Mawdelayne 

•If With vs / ther was / a Doctour of Phisyk* ]K^r ^' 

In al this world / ne was ther noon hym lyk* 

To speken of Phisyk* and of Surgerye 413 

ffor he was grounded / in Astronomye 

He kepte his pacienf a ful greet deel 

In houres / by his magyk natureel 416 

Wel koude he fortunen / the ascendent* 

Of hise ymages / for his pacient* 

He knew the cause / of euery maladye 

Weere it* of hoot* or coold / or moyste / or drye 420 

And where it engendred / and of what humour 
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He was a verray / perfit practisonr 
The cause yknowe / and of his hann the roots 
Anoon he yaf / the sike man his boote 424 

•J" fFul redy hadde he / hise Apothecaryes 
To senden hym / his drogges / and his letoaryes 
ffor eech of hem / maade oother for to wynne 
• BLir frendshipe / was noght newe to bigynne 428 

Wei knew he / the oolde Escnlapyns 
And Discorides / and eek* Rnsus 

Olde ypocras / Haly / and Gralyen 0*^7, irndk] 

Serapion / Eazis / and Avycen 432 

Auerroys / Damascien / and Constantyn 
Bernard / and Gatesden / and Gilbertyn 
Of his diete / mesnrable was hee 

ffor it was / of no superfluytee 436 

But of greet norissynge / and digestible 
BQs studye / was but litel on the Bible 
In sangwyn and in Pers / he clad was al 
Lyned with Taffata / and with Sendal 440 

And yet he was / but esy of dispence 
He kepte / fat he wan in pestilence 
ffor gold in Phisyk*. is a Cordial 

Ther fore / he loued gold in special 444 

If A good wyf was ther / of bisyde Bathe Sw^SSbJK! 

But she was som del deef* and that was scathe 
Of dooth makynge / she hadde swich an haunt* 
She passed hem / of Ipres / and of Gaunf 448 

In al the parysshe / wyf ne was ther noon 
That to the oflfipynge / bifore hire sholde goon 
And if ther dide / certeyn / so wrooth was shee 
That she was / out of aUe charitee 452 

Hir Couerchiefes / ful fyne weere of grownd 
I dorste swere / they weyeden. ten pownd 
That on a Sonday / weeren vp on hir heed 
Hir hosen weeren / of fyn Scarlet reed 456 

fiul streyte yteyd / and shoes / ful moyste & newe 
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Boold was bir face / and fail and reed of hewe 

Slie was a worthy womman / al hir lyne 

Honsbondes at chirclie dore / she hadde fyue 460 

With outen oother compaignye / in yowthe 

But ther of / nedeth noghf to speke as nowthe 

And thries / hadde she been at lemsalem 

She hadde passed / many a straunge strem 464 

At Borne she hadde been / and at Boloyne 

In Galyce at Seint lame / and at Coloyne 

She konde mnchel / of wandiynge by the weye 

Grattothed was she / soothly for to seye 468 

Vp on an Amblere / esily she saf 

Ywympled wel / and on hir heed an hat* 

As brood as is / a Bokeler / or a Targe [u»f s] 

A foot mantel / aboute hir hypes large 472 

And on hir feet* a peyre of spores sharpe 

In felaweshipe / wel koude she langhe. and carpe 

Of remedies of loue / she knew par chaunce 

ffor she koude of that art* the olde daunce 476 

% A good man / was ther / of Eeligioun 

And was a poure parson / of a toun Parson of a town. 

But riche he was / of holy thoght and werk* 

He was also / a lemed man a Clerk* 480 

That Cristes gospel / trewely wolde preche 

His parisshens / deuoutly wolde he teche 

Benygne he was / and wonder diligent 

And in aduersitee / ful pacient* 484 

And swich he was proeued / ofbe sythes 

fful looth weere hym / to cursen for his tythes 

But rather wolde he yeuen / out of doute 

Vn to his poure parisshens aboute 488 

Of his offrynge / and eek* of his substaunce 

He koude in Htel thyng* haue suffisaunce 

Wyd was his parisshe / and houses fer a sender 

But he ne lafte noght* for reyn ne thonder 492 

In siknesse / nor in meschief* to visite 
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The ferreste in his parisshe / muche and lyte 

Yp on his feet* and in his hond a staf* 

This noble ensample / to his sheep he yaf* 496 

That first he wroghte / and afterward he taughte 

Out of the gospel / he tho wordes caughte 

And this figure / he added eek ther to 

That if gold ruste / what sholde Iren do 500 

ffor if a preest be foul / in whom we truste 

No wonder is / a lewed man to ruste 

And shame it is / if a preest take keepe 

A shiten shepherde / and a clene sheep^ 504 

Wei oghte a preest* ensample for to yiue 

By his clennesse / how pat his sheep sholde lyue 

He sette noght* . his benefice to hyre 

And leet his sheep / encombred in the Myre 508 

And ran to Londofi / vn to Seint Poules 

To seeken hym / a Chauntrye for soules 

Or with a breetherede / to been withhoolde [Ms, hadt] 

But dwelte at hoom / and kepte wel his foolde 512 

So fat the wolf* ne maade it noght* myscarye 

He was a sheepherde / and noght a Mercenarye 

And thogh he hooly weere / and vertuous 

He was noght* to synful men despitous 516 

Ne of his speche / daungerous / ne digne 

But in his techyng* discreet* and benygne 

To drawen folk* to heuene / with faimesse 

By good ensample / this was his bisynesse 520 

But it weere / any pcrsone obstynaat* 

What so he weere / of heigh / or lowe estaat* 

Hym wolde he snybben / sharply for the nonys 

A bettre preest* I trowe ther nowher noon ys 524 

He wayted / after no pompe / and reuerence 

"Ne maked hym / a spyced conscience 

But Cristes loore / and hise Apostles twelue 

He taughte / but first* he folwed it hym selue 628 

^ With hym ther was a Plowman / was his broother Plowman. 
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That hadde ylad of donge / ful many a ffoother 

A trewe swynkere / and a good was he 

Lynynge in pees / and perfit charitee 532 

God loued he best* with al his hoole herte 

At alle tymes / thogh hym gamed / or smerte 

And thanne his Neighebore / right as hym seine 

He wolde thresshe / and ther to / dyke and dehie 636 

ffor Cristes sake / witix euery poure wighf 

With outen hyre / if it laye in his myght* 

His tythes payde he / ful faire and wel 

Bothe of his propre swynk* and his catel 540 

In a Tabardf he rood / vp on a Mere 

Ther was also / a Reue / and a Millere 

A Somonour / and a Pardoner also 

A Maunciple / and my self* ther weere namo 544 

IT The Millere / was a stout carl / for the nones MOlere. 

fful byg* he was / of brawen / and eek of bones 

That proeued wel / for ouer al ther he cam 

At wrastlynge / he wolde haue alwey the Ram 548 

He was short shuldred / brood / a thikke knarre 

Ther was no dore / that he noolde heue of harre 

Or breke it at a rennynge / with his heed Deaf 9] 

His beerd / as any sowe / or fox / was reed 552 

And ther to brood / as thogh it weere a spaade 

Vp on the cope right of his nose he haade 

A werte / and ther on stood / a tuft* of heerys 

Reede / as the bristles / of a Sowes eerys 556 

Hise nosethirles / blake weere and wyde 

A swerd and a bokeler / baar he by his syde 

His mouth as greet was / as a greet fourneys 

He was a langlere / a Golyardeys 560 

And that was moosf of synne and harlotryes 

Wel koude he stelen com / and toUen thryes 

And yet he hadde / a thombe of gold pardee 

A whit coote / and a blew hood wered hee 564 

A Baggepipe / wel koude he / blowe and sowne 
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And ther with al / lie broghte vs out of towne 

^ A gentil Maunciple / was ther / of a Temple KMindpie. 

Of which / AchatouTs myghte take exemple 568 

ffor to been wyse / in hyynge of vitaille 

ffor wheither pat he payde / or took by taille 

Algate he wayted so / in his achaat* 

That he was ay bifom / and in good staat* 572 

% Now is nat that of god / a fill greet grace 

That swich a lewed mannes wit* shal pace 

The wysdom / of an heep^ / of lemed men 

Of Maistres hadde he mo / than thryes ten 576 

That weeren of lawe / expert* and curious 

Of whiche / ther weere a dozeyne / in that hous 

Worthy / to been sty wardes / of rente / and lonci 

Of any lord / that is in Engelond 680 

To make hym lyue / by his propre good 

In honour dettelees / but if he weere wood 

Or lyue as scarsly / as hym lyst desire 

And able / for to helpen al a Shire 584 

In any caas / that myghte falle or happe 

And yet this Maunciple / sette hir aller cappe 

% The Keue / was a sclendre coleryk* man B«»e 

His beerd was shaue / as neigh as euer he kan 588 

His heer was by his eerys / ful rownd yshom 

His tope was dokked / lyk* a preest byfom 

ffal longe weere hise legges / and ful leene 0^9, iMck] 

Ylik a staf" . ther was no calf yseene 592 

"Wei koude he keepe / a Gemer and a Bynne 

Ther was noon Auditour / koude on hym wynne 

Wei wiste he / by the droghte and by the reyn 

The yeldynge / of his seed / and of his greyn 596 

His lordes sheepe / his neet / his dayerye 

His swyn / his hors / his stoor / and his pultrye 

Was hooUy / in this Eeues gouemynge 

And by his couenant* . yaf the rekenynge 600 

Syn that his loord / was twenty yeer of age 
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Ther koude no man / brynge hym in arrerage 

Ther nas BaiUyf* . hierde / nor oother hyne 

That he ne knew / his sleyghte / and his couyne 604 

They weere adrad of hym / as of the deeth 

His wonyng* was f al faire yp on an heeth 

With greene trees / shadwed was his place 

He koude bettre / than his lord purchace 608 

ffal riche / he was astoored pryaely 

His lord / wel koude he plesen subtilly 

To yeue / and leene hym / of his owene good 

And haue a thaBk*. and yet a coote and hood 612 

In youthe / he lemed hadde / a good Mister 

He was a wel good wrighte / a Carpenter 

This Eeue sat* vp on a wel good Stof 

That was a Pomely gray / and highte Scot» 61 G 

A long Surcote of Pers / vp on he haade 

And by his syde / he baar a rusty blaade 

Of Northfolk was this Eeue / of which I telle 

Bi^de a town / men clepyn BaldesweUe 620 

Tukked he was / as is a ffrere aboute 

And euere he rood / the hyndreste of oure route 

^ A Somonour / was ther with vs / in that place Somonour. 

That hadde / a fyr-reed Cherubynnes face 624 

ffor Sawceflewm he was / with eyen narwe 

And hoot he was / and lecherous as a Sparwe 

With scaled browes blake / and pyled bercJ 

Of his visage / children weere afercJ 628 

Ther nas quyk* siluer / lytarge / ne Brymstoon 

Borace / Ceruce / ne Oille of Tartre noon 

Ne oynemenf. that wolde dense and byte peafio] 

That hym myghte helpen / of his whelkes whyte 632 

Nor of the knobbes / sittynge on his chekes 

Wel loued he garlek* oynons and eek lakes 

And for to drynke strong wyn / reed as blood 

Thanne wolde he speke / and crye as he were wood 636 

[ 
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[ no gap in the M8.] 

A fewe t^rmes hadde lie / two / or thre 

That he hadde lemed / out of som decree 640 

No wonder is / he herde it al the day 

And eek ye knowe wel / how fat a lay 

Can clepen watte / as wel as kan the Pope 

But who so koude / in oother thyng hym grope 644 

Thanne h%dde he spent* al his philosophie 

Ay Questio quid iuris wolde he crye 

^ He was a gentil harlot* and a kynde 

A bettre felawe / sholde men noght fynde 648 

He wolde suf&e / for a quart of wyn 

A good felawe / to haue his concubyn 

A twelf monthe / and excusen hym at the fiille 

fful pryuely / a fynch eek koude he pulle 652 

And if he foond owher / a good felawe 

He wolde techen hym / to haue noon awe 

In swich caas / of the Ereedeknes curs 

But if a mannes soule / were in his purs 656 

ffor in his purs / he sholde ypunysshed be 

Purs is the Ereedeknes helle / seyde he 

^ But wel I woof he lyed right in dede 

Of cuTsyng* oghte ech gilty man [to] drede 660 

ffor curs wol sle / right as assoillyng* sauyth 

And also / war hym of a significauit / 

^ In daunger hadde he / at his owene gyse 

The yonge gerles / of the diocise 664 

And knew hir conseil / and was al hir reed 

A gerland / hadde he set* vp on his heed 

As greet*, as it were / for an Ale stake 

A bokeler / hadde he maad hym of a cake 668 

^ With hym ther rood / a gentil Pardoner Pardouer. 

Of Eouncyual / his freend / and his comper 

That streight was comen / fro the Court of Eome 

fful loude he soong* com hyder loue to me 672 

This Somonowr baar to hym / a styf burdoun [leaf lo, iMdE] 
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Was neuere trompe / of half so greet a soiin 

^ This Pardoner / hadde heer / as yelow as wex 

But smotho it heeng* as dooth a stryke of flex 676 

By ounces / henge his lokkes fat he hadde 

And ther with / he his shuldres ouerspradde 

But thynne it lay / by coljfons oon and oon 

But hood for lolitee / wered he noon 680 

ffor it was trussed vp / in his walef 

Hym thoughte / he rood al of the newe let* 

Discheuele saue his cappe / he rood al bare 

Swiche glarynge eyen / hadde he as an hare 684 

A vemycle / hadde he sowed / vp on his cappe 

His walef [lay] bifom hym / in his lappe 

Jjfoetfol of pardon / comen from Eome al hoot* 

A voys he hadde / as smal / as hath a Goot* 68S 

No herd hadde he / ne neuere sholde hau« 

As smothe it was / as it were late yshaue 

I trowe he were a geldyng* or a Mare 

But of his craft* . fro Berwyk in to Ware 692 

"Ne was ther / swich another Pardoner 

ffbr in his Male / he hadde a pilwe beer 

Which fat he seyde / was oure lady veyl 

He seyde he hadde / a gobet of the seyl 696 

That seint Peter hadde / whan fat he wente 

Vp on the see / til Ihesu Crist hym hente 

He hadde a cros of laton) / ful of stones 

And in a glas / he hadde pigges bones 700 

But with thise relykes / whan fat he foond 

A poure parson / dwellyng vp on lond 

Vp on a day / he gat hym moore moneye 

Than fat the parsoD) gat / in Monthes tweye . 704 

And thus / with feyned flaterye and lapes 

He made the parson / and the peple his apes 

But trewely / to tellen at the laste 

He was in chirche / a noble Ecclesiaste 708 

Wei koude he / rede a lesson / and a Storie 
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But alderbesf he soong an Offertorie 

ffor wel he mste / whan fat soong was songe 

Hje moste preche / and wel afiyle hys tonge 712 

To Wynne siluer / as he ful wel koude Oaf u] 

Ther foie he soong* the muryerly and loade 

^ l^ow hane I toold yow / soolhly in a clause 

Thestaat / tharray / the nombre / and eek the cause 71$ 

Why feet assembled was this compaignye 

In Southwerk* . at this gentil hostelrye 

That highte the tabari) / fSuste by the belle 

But now is tyme / to yow for to telle 720 

How fat we baren vs / that ilke nyghf 

Whan we weere / in that hostelrye alyght* 

And after wol I telle / of oure viage 

And al the remenanf of oure pilgrymage 724 

^ But first I pray yow / of youre curteisye 

That ye narette it / noght my vileynye 

Though fat I pleynly speke / in this matere 

To telle yow / hir wordes / and hir cheere 728 

Ne thogh I speke / hir wordes proprely 

ffor this ye knowen / also wel as I 

Who so shal telle a tale / after a man 

He moot reherce / as neigh as eu^re he kan 732* 

Euerich a word / if it be in his charge 

Al speke he / neuer so rudeliche and large 

Or ellis / he moot telle his tale vntrewe 

Or feyne thyng* or fynde wordes newe 736 

He may noght spare / althogh he weere his brother 

He moot as wel / seye o word / as another 

Crist spak hym self" ful brode in holy writ 

And wel ye woof no vileynye is it 740 

Ek Plato seith / who so kan hym rede 

The wordes / mote be cosyn / to the dede 

% Also I pray yow / to foryeue it me 

Al haue I nat set folk / in hir degree 744 

Here in this tale / as fat they sholde stonde 
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My wit is shorf ye may wel vnderstonde 

% Greet cheere / made cure hoost vs euerichon 

And to the souper / sette he vs anon 748 

He serued vs / with vitaille / at the beste 

Strong was the wyn / and wel to drynke vs leste 

A semely man / oure hoost was with alle 

ffor to been / a Marchal in an halle 752 

A large man he was / with eyen stepe [iwrf ii, i»ok] 

A fairer burgeys / was ther noon in Chepe 

Boold of his speche / and wys / and well ytaught* 

And of manhode / hym lakked right naught* 766 

Eker ther to / he was right a mnrye man 

And after souper / pleyen he bigan 

And spak of mnrthe / amonges othere thynges 

Whan fat we hadde maad oure rekenynges 760 

And seyde thus / now lordes trewely 

Ye been to me / right wel come hertely 

ffor by my trouthe / if fat I shal nat lye 

I seigh noght this yeer / so mury a compaignye 764 

At ones in this herberwe / as is now 

fifayn wolde I doon yow myrthe / wiste I how 

And of a myrthe / I am right now bithoght* 

To doon yow ese / and it shal coste noght* 768 

% Ye goon to Caunterbury / god yow spede 

The blisful Martir / quyte yow youre mede 

And wel I woot* as ye goon by the weye 

Ye shapen yow / to talen and to pleye 772 

ffor trewely / confort / ne murthe is noon 

To ryde by the weye / domb as stoon 

And ther fore / wol I maken yow desport* 

As I seyde erst* and doon yow som confort* 776 

And if yow liketh alle / by oon assent* 

ffor to stonden / at my luggement* 

And for to werken / as I shal yow seye 

Tomorwe / whan ye ryden by the weye 780 

Now by my fader soule / fat is deed 
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But ye be murye / I wol yeue yow myn heed 

Hoold vp youre hondes / with onten moore speche 

% Oure conseil / was nat longe for to seche 784 

Ys thoughte / it was nat worth / to make it wys 

And graunted hym / with outen moore avys 

And bade hym seye / his yoirdif as hym leste 

^ Lordynges quod he / now herkneth for the beste 788 

But taketh it noght* I pray yow in desdeyn 

This is the poynt* to speken short and pleyn 

That ech of yow / to shorte with oure weye 

In this yiage / shal tellen tales tweye 792 

To Caunterburyward / I mene it so ciMfif] 

And homward / he shal tellen othere two 

Of auentures / pat whilom haue bifiEdle 

And which of yow / fat bereth hym best of alle 796 

That is to seyn / that telleth in this cas 

Tales of best sentence / and moost solas 

Shal haue a Souper / at oure aller cost* 

Here in this place / sittynge by this post* 800 

Whan that we come agayn / fro Caunt^bury 

And for to make yow / the moore mury 

I wol my self" goodly wit[h] yow ryde 

Hight at myn owene cost* and be youre gyde 804 

And who so wole / my luggement with seye 

Shal paye / al that we spende by the weye 

And if ye vouche sauf / fat it be so 

Tel me anoon / with outen wordes mo 808 

And I wol erly / shape me ther fore 

^ This thyng was graunted / and oure othes swore 

"With ful glad herte / and preyden hym also 

That he wolde vouche sauf / for to do so 812 

And that he wolde been / oure gouemour 

And of oure tales / luge and reportour 

And sette a souper / at a certeyn prys 

And we wol ruled been / at his deuys ^ 816 

In heigh and logh / and thus by oon assent* 
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We been acorded / to his luggement* 

And ther vp on ^ tlie wyn was fet anoon 

We dronken / and to reste wente echon) 820 

With outen / any lenger taiyynge 

^ A morwe / whan pat day bigan to sprynge 

Vp roos oure hoosf and was oure aller cok* 

And gadred vs / togydres in a flok* 824 

And forth we lyden / a litel moore than pas 

Vn to the wateryng' of Seint Thomas 

And there oure boost* bigan his hors areste 

And seyde / lordes / herkneth if yow leste 828 

^ Ye woot youre forward / and it yow recorde 

K euensong / and morwesong* acorde 

Lat se now / who shal telle the firste tale 

As euere mote I drynke wyn / or Ale* 832 

Who so be rebel / to my luggement* Deafi2,b«ck] 

Shal paye / f or al / that by the wey is spent 

Now draweth cnt* er fat we ferrer twynne 

He which pat hath the shorteste / shal bigynne 836 

% Sire knyght quod he / my mayster and my lord 

Now draweth cut* for that is myn acord 

Cometh neer quod he / my lady Prioresse 

And ye sire Clerc* . lat be your shamefastnesse 840 

Ne studieth noght* ley bond to / euery man 

^ Anoon to drawen / euery wight bigan 

And shortly / for to tellen / as it was 

Were it by auenture / or sort* or cas 844 

The sothe is this / the Cut fil to the knyghf 

Of which fill blithe and glad was euery wight* 

And telle he moste his tale / as was resoun 

By forward / and by composiciown 848 

As ye ban herd / what nedeth wordes mo 

And whan this goode man / sawgh pat it was 

As he / pat wys was / and obedient* 

To kepe his forward / by his free assent* 852 

He seyde / syn I shal bigynne the game 
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What wel come be the Cut* in goddes name 

Now lat YS lyde / and herkneth what I seje 

And with that word / we ryden forth oure weye 856 

And he bigan / with right a mniye cheere 

His tale anoon / and seyde as ye may heeie 
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^ lamque domos patria Scithice post aspera gentis 
prelia laurigero. 

Here bigynnetli the knyghtes tale. 

ilom / as olde stories tellen vs 
Ther was a due fat highte Theseus 860 

Of Atthenes / he was lord and gouemour 
And in his tyme / swich a conquerour 

That gretter was ther noon vnder the sonne 

fful many a riche contree / hadde he wonne 864 

What with his wysdom / and his chiualrye 

He conquered / al the regne of femenye 

That whilom / was ycleped Scithia [leaf is] 

And wedded / the queene ypolita 868 

And broghte hire horn with hym / in his contree 

With muchel glorie / and greet solempnitee 

And eek / hir yonge suster Emelye 

And thus with victorie / and with melodye 872 

Lete I this noble due to Atthenes ryde 

And al his boost*, in armes hym bisyde 

IF And cartes / if it nere to long* to heere 

I wolde haue toold / fully the manere 876 

How / wonnen was the regne of ffemenye 

By Theseus / and by his Chiualrye 

And of the grete bataille / for the nones 

Bitwixen Atthenes / and Amazones 880 

And how assegeged was ypolita 

The faire hardy queene of Scithia 

And of the feste / fat was at hir weddynge 

And of the tempest* at hir bom comynge 884 

But al that thyng / I moot as now forbere 

I haue god woot / a large feeld to ere 

And wayke / been the oxen in my plogh 

The remenant of the tale / is long ynogh 888 

I wol nat lotten eek / noon of this route 
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Lat eueiy felawe / telle his tale aboute 

And lat se now / wlio ahal the souper Wynne 

And ther I lefte / 1 wol ayein bigynne C^ *''***StSttSSS^ A 

rrhis due / of Whom I make mencion) 

•*• Whanne he was come / almoost to the town 

In al his wele / and in his mooste pryde 

He was war / as he caste his eye asyde 896 

Wher fat ther kneled / in the heighe weye 

A compaignye of ladyes / tweye and tweye 

Ech after oother / clad in clothes blake 

But swich a cry and swich a wo they make 900 

That in this woild / nys creature lynynge 

That herde / swich another waymentynge 

And of this cry / they nolde neuere stenten Umt u, iMck] 

Til they / the reynes of his brydel henten 904 

IT What folk been ye / pat at myn hom comynge 

Perturben so my feste / with cryynge 

Quod Theseus / haue ye so greet envie 

Of myn honour / that thus compleyne and crye 908 

Or who hath yow mysboden / or offended 

And telleth me / if it may been amended 

And why pat ye / been clothed thus in blak/ 

The eldeste lady / of hem alle spak* 912 

Whan she hadde swowned / wM a deedly cheere 

That it was routhe / for to seen and heere 

IT She seyde / lord / to whom ffortune hath yiuen 

Victorie / and as a Conquerour to lyuen 916 

Noght greueth vs youre glorie / and youre honowr 

But we biseken / mercy and socour 

Haue mercy on oure wo / and oure distresse 

Som drope of pitee / thurgh thy gentillesse 920 

Vp on vs wrecched wommen / lat thow falle 

ffor certes lord / ther is noon of vs alle 

That she ne hath been / a duchesse / or a queene 

Now be we caytyues / as it is wel scene 924 

Thanked be fifbrtune / and hir false wheel 
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That noon estaaf assuretli to been weel 

I^ow certes lord / to abiden youre presence 

Heere in this temple / of the goddesse clemence 92S 

We haue been waytynge / al this fourtenyghf 

Now help vs lord / syth it is in thy myght* 

IF I wrecche / which fat wepe and waille thus 

Was whilom wyf / to kyng* Cappaneus 932 

That starf at Thebes / cursed be the day 

And alle we / pat been in this array 

And maken / al this lamentacioun 

We losten alle oure housbondes / at that town 936 

Whil pat the sege / ther aboute lay 

And yet now / the olde CreoD) weylaway 

That lord is now / of Thebes the Citee 

flfulfild of Ire / and of Iniquitee , 940 

He for despit / and for his tyrannye 

To doon / the dede bodyes vileynye 

Of alle oure lordes / whiche pat been slawe Deaf 1*1 

Hath alle the bodyes / on an heepe ydrawe 944 

And wol nat suffren hem / by noon assent* 

Neyther to been yburyed / nor ybrenf 

But maketh houndes / ete hem in despit* 

And with that word / with outen moore respit* 948 

They fillen gruf" and cryden pitously 

Haue / on vs wrecched wommen / som mercy 

And lat oure sorwe / synken in thyn herte 

IF This gentil due doun from his courser sterte 952 

With herte pitous / whan he herde hem speke 

Hym thoughte / pat his herte wolde breke 

Whan he saugh hem / so pitous / and so maat* 

That whilom weren / of so greet estaat* 956 

And in hise armes / he hem alle vp hente 

And hem conforteth / in f ul good entente 

And swoor his 00th / as he was trewe knyghf 

He wolde doon / so ferforthly his myght* 960 

Vp on the tiraunt Creon / hem to wreke 
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That al the peple of Grece / sholde speke 

How Creon) was / of Theseus yserued 

As he fat hadde his deeth / ful wel disserued 9G4 

And right anoon / with outen moore abood 

His baner he desplayeth / and forth rood 

To Thebesward / and al his oost bisyde 

No neer Atthenes / wolde he go ne ryde 968 

"Ne take his ese / folly half a day 

But onward in his wey / that nyght he lay 

And sente anoon / ypolita the queene 

And Emelye / hir yonge suster sheene 972 

Vn to the town of Atthenes / to dwelle 

And forth he lyt* ther nys namoore to telle 

IF The rede statue of Mars / with spere and taige 

So shyneth / in his white Baner large 976 

That alle the feeldes / glitren vp and doun 

And by his Baner / bom was his penoun 

Of gold ful lyche / in which ther was ybete 

The Mynotaur / which pat he wan in Cix)te 980 

IF Thus lyt this due . thus ryt this conquerour 

And in his oost / of Chiualrye the flour 

Til pat he cam to Thebes / and alighte [lenf i4,Uek] 

ffaire in a feeld / ther as he thoghte fighte 984 

IF But shortly / for to speken of this thyng* 

With Creon) / which pat was of Thebes kyng* 

He faught* and slow hym manly / as a knyght* 

In pleyn bataille / and putte the folk* to flyghf 988 

And by assaut* he wan the Citee after 

And rente adoun / bothe wal / and sparre / and rafter 

And to the ladyes / he restored agayn 

The bones / of hir freendes / pat were slayn 992 

To doon obsequies / as was tho the gyse 

But it weere al to long* for to deuyse 

The grete clamour / and the waymentynge 

That the ladyes made / at the brennynge 996 

Of the bodies / and the grete honour 
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That Theseus / the nohle Conquerour 

Dooth to the ladys / whan they from hym wente 

But shortly / for to telle is myn entente 1000 

^ Whan pat this worthy due this Theseus 

Hath Creon) slayn / and wonne Thebes thus 

Stille in that feeld / he took al nyght his reste 

And dide with al the / contree / as hym leste 1004 

^ To randake in the taas / of bodies dede 

Hem for to strepe / of hameys / and of wede 

The pilours / diden bisynesse / and cure 

After the bataille / and disconfiture 1008 

And so bifel / in the taas they founde 

Thurgh girt* with many a greuous blody wownde 

Two yonge knyghtes / Hggynge by and by 

Bothe in oon armes / wroght ful richely 1012 

Of whiche two / Arcita highte that oon 

And that oother knyghf highte Palamon 

!N'at fully quyk / ne fully deed they weere 

But by hir Cote armures / and by hir geere 1016 

The heraudes / knewe hem best in special 

As they pat weren / of the blood roial 

Of Thebes / and of sustren two ybom 

Out of the taas / the pilours han hem torn 1020 

And han hem caryed / softe vn to the tente 

Of Theseus / and he ful soone hem sente 

To Atthenes / to dwellen in prison neaf i5] 

Perpetuelly / he nolde no raunson 1024 

IT And whan this worthy due / hath thus ydoon 

He took his oost / and hom he ryt anoon 

With laurer corouned / as a conquerour 

And there he lyueth / in ioye / and in honour 1028 

Terme of his lyf / what nedetb wordes mo 

And in a tour / in angwissh and in wo 

Dwellen this Palamon / and eek Arcite 

if or euere moore / ther may no gold hem quyte 1032 

IF This passeth yeer by year / and day by day 
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Til it fil ones / in a morwe of May 

That Emelye / pat fairer was to seene 

Than is the lilie / yp on his staike greeno 1036 

And fressher than the May / with floores newo 

ffor with the Eose colour stroof hir hewe 

I noot which was / the fairer of hem two 

Er it were day / as was hir wone to do 1040 

She was arysen / and al redy dight* 

ifor May wol haue / no slogardye a nyght* 

The sesoii) pryketh / euery gentil herte 

And maketh if out of his sleep to sterte 1044 

And seith arys / and do thyn obseruance 

This maketh Emelye / haue remembrance 

To doon honour to May / and for to ryse 

Yclothed was she fressh / for to deuyse 1048 

Hir yelow heer / was broyded in a tresse 

Bihynde hir bak< a yerde long I gesse 

And in the gardyn / at the sonne vp riste 

She walketh vp and doun / and as hir liste 1052 

She gadreth floures / party white and rede 

To make a subtil gerland for hir hede 

And as an Aungel / heuenysshly she soong* 

IF The grete tour / pat was so thikke and strong* 1056 

Which of the Castel / was the chief dongeon) 

Ther as the knyghtes / weren in prison) 

Of whiche I tolde yow / and tellen shal 

Was euene ioynant / to the gardyn wal 1060 

Ther as this Emelye / hadde hir pleyyng* 

Bright was the sonne / and cleer / in that momyng* 

And Palamon / this woful prisoner Licaf is, back] 

As was his wone / by leue of his Gailler 1064 

Was risen / and romed in a chambre an heigh 

In which / he al the noble Citee seigh 

And eek the gardyn / ful of braunches greene 

Ther as / the fresshe Emelye the sheene 1068 

Was in hir walk / and romed vp and down 
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This sorweful prisoner / this Palamon) 

Gooth in the chambre / romyng to and fro 

And to hym self / compleynyng' of his wo 1072 

That he was bom / ful. ofte he seyde alias 

And so bifel / by auenture / or cas 

That thurgh a wyndow / thikke of many a barre 

Of Iren greef and square as any sparre 1076 

He caste his eye / vp on Enielya 

And ther with al he bleynte / and cryde .A. 

As thogh / he stongen weere / vn to the herte 

^ And with that cry / Arcite anoon vp sterte 1080 

And seyde cosyn myn / what eyleth thee 

That art so pale /and deedly on to see 

Why cridestow / who hath thee doon offence 

ffor goddes loue / tak al in pacience 1084 

Oure pnson / for it may noon oother be 

ffortnne hath yeuen vs this aduersitee 

Som wikked aspect* or disposicion) 

Of Satume / by som constellacion) 1088 

Hath yeuen vs this / al thogh we hadde it sworn 

So stood the heuene / whan pat we were bom 

"We mote endure if this is the short and playn 

This Palamon) answerde / and seyde agayn 1092 

IT Cosyn for sothe / of this opinion 

Thow hasf a vayn ymaginacion) 

This prison) / caused me noght to crye 

But I was hurt right now / thurgh out myn lye 1096 

In to myn herte / that wol my bane be 

The faimesse / of that lady fat I se 

Yond in the gardyn / romen to and fro 

Is cause / of al my cryyng* and my wo 1100 

I noof wher she be womman / or goddesse 

But Yenus / is it soothly as I gesse 

And ther with al / on knees down he lil [leaf le] 

And seyde / Yenus if it be thy wil 1104 

Yow in this gardyn / thus to transfigure 
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Bifore me / sorweful wrecched creature 

Out of this prison) / help fat we may scape 

And if so be / my destynee be shape 1108 

By eteme word / to dyen in prison) 

Of oure lynage / haue som compassion) 

That is so lowe ybroght* by tirannye 

^ And with that word / Arcite gan espye 1112 

Wherd as this lady / romed to and fro 

And with that sighte / hir beautee hurte hym so 

That if pai Falamon / was wounded soore 

Arcite is hurt*, as muche as he / or moore 1116 

And with a syk /. he seyde pitously 

The £resshe beautee / sleeth me sodeynly 

Of bird / fat rometh in the yonder place 

And but I haue / hir mercy / and hir grace 1120 

That I may seen hira / at the leeste weye 

I nam but deed / ther nys namoore to seye 

^ This Falamon / whan he tho wordes herde 

Despitously he loked / and answerde 1124 

"Wheither seistow this / in emesf or in pley 

IT "Naj qvLod Arcite / in emest by my fey 

Grod help me so / me list ful yuele pleye 

This Palamon / gan knytte his browes tweye 1 128 

IT It were to thee quod he / no greet honour 

ffor to be fals / ne for to be traytour 

To me / that am thy cosyn and thy brother 

Yswom fdl depe / and ech of vs til oother 1132 

That neuere / for to dyen in the peyne 

Til fat the deeth / departe shal vs tweyne 

I^either of vs / in loue to hyndre oother 

2^6 in noon oother caas / my leeue brother 1 136 

But ]>at thow sholdest* trewely forthre me 

In euery caas / and I shal forthren thee 

This was thyn ooth / as myn also certeyn 

I woot right wel / thow darst it nat withseyn 1 140 

Thus artow of my conseil / out of doute 
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MS. 


And HOT / thow woldoat folsly been abonte 




To lone my lady / whom I loue and seruo 


IKlfHWH 


And euere ehal / til Jwt myn herte sterse 


1144 


I^^ow certoa false Arcite / thow abalt nat so 




I louod hire firsf and tolde theo niy wo 




Ab to my conaeil / and my brother Bwom 




To forthre me / aa I haue told bifom 


1148 


ffor which / thow art ybounden / m a knyghf 


M 


To helpe me / if it laye in thy myghf 


■ 


Or eliia artow fala / I dar wel aayn 


■ 


This Arcite / M proudly Bpak agayn 


1152 ■ 


IT Thow shalt qnod he / be rather fals than I. 


I 


And thow art f ala / I telle theo ontrcly 


■ 


ffor paramonr / I loned hire first er thow 




What wiltow seyn / thow woost nat yet now 


1156 


Wheithor she be a woniman / or goddesso 




Thyn is / affeccion) of holynesBe 




And myn ia loue / aa to a creature 




ffor which / I tolde thee myn auentuie 


1160 


Ab to my cosyn / and my brother awom 




I pose / that thow louedest hire bifom 




Woatow nat wel / the oldo eleriea eawe 




That who sJial /yene a loucre any lawo // QnisifiBom det 




Loue is B gretter lawe / by my pan 




Than may be yeue / to any erthely man 


J 


And therfore / poaityf lawe / and ewich decree 


■ 


Ib broke al day for loue / in ech degree 


lies ■ 


A man moot nedes lone / maugreo his heed 


■ 


He may nat fleen it / thogh he sholde bo deed 


■ 


AI bo she mayde / wydwe / or ellis ivj-f 


' ■ 


And eet it ia nat likly / al thy lyf 


1172 ■ 


To atonden in hii- grace / namoore shal .1. 


■ 


ffor wel thow woosf thy self verraily 


■ 


That thow and I / been dampned to prison 


■ 


Perpetuelly / va gayneth no raunsofi 


1173 ■ 


We stiyuc / as (Ude the honndes for the Iwou 


■ 
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They foghte alday / and jet hit part was noon 

Ther cam a kyte / whil pat ihej were so wrothe 

That bar awej the boon / bitwix hem bothe 1 180 

And theifore / at the kynge9 court my brother 

Ech. man for hym self / ther is noon oother 

Loue if thee lesf. for I lone / and ay shal c^^iT] 

And soothly / leue brother this is al 1 184 

Heere in this piisoid / moote we endure 

And euerich of ys / take his auenture 

% Greet was the stiyf / and long iHtwix hem tweye 

If fat I hadde leyser for to seye 1 188 

But to thefifect / it happed on a day 

To telle it yow / as shortly as I may 

A worthy due*, pat highte Parotheus 

Ihat felawe was / yn to due Theseus 1 193 

Syn thilke day / fat they were children lyte 

Was come to Atth^ies / his felawe to rieite 

And for to pleye / as he was wont to do 

£E6r in this world / he loued no man so 1 196 

And he loued hym / as tendrely agayn 

6o wdL they loued / as olde bookes sayn 

That whan fat oon was deed / soothly to tdle 

His felawe wente / and soghte hym down in telle }200 

But of that storie / list me noght to write 

Due Perotheus / loued wel Arcite 

And hadde hym knowe at Thebes / yeer oy yere 

And finally / at requeste and prayere 1204 

Of Perotheus / with outen any raunson^ 

Due Theseus / hym leet* out of prison) 

fi&ely to goon / wher fat hym ]iste ouer al 

In swich a gyse / as I yow tellen shal 1208 

This was the forward / pleynly for tendite 

Bitwixe Theseus / and hym Arcite 

That if so weere fat Arcite weere yfounde 

Euere in his lyf / by day / or nyght* or stounde 1212 

In any contree / of this Theseus 
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And he weere cauglif. it was acordei! thus 

That with a awerd / he sholda lese his heed 

Ther naa noon oother / remedye ne reed 1216 

But taketh his leue / aad homward he hym speddu 

Lat hym he war / his nekke lyth t<j wedde 

IT How greet a sorwe / snflreth now Arcite 

The death he feeleth / thuigh his horto amyte 1 220 

He wepeth / wayleth / ciycth pitously 

To sleen hym aelf / he wayteth prjuely 

He seyde alias / the day fat I was bom [Unf 17, bMk] 

Now is my prison) / worae than biforn 122i 

Now is me shape / eternally to dwells 

Hoght in puigatorie / but in helle 

Alias / Jjnt euere knew I Parotheus 

ffor pllii / hadde I dwelled with Theseus 1228 

Tfettred in his prison) eueremo 

ITianae hadde I been in blisse / and nat in wo 

Oonly the sighte of hire / whom pat I aenie 

Thogh fat I nenere / hir grace may diaserue 1232 

Wolde haue suffised / right ynogb for me 

IT deete coayn / Palamon / quod he 

Thyn ia the Tictorie / of this auentura 

fful blisfully in prison maystow dure 1236 

In prison? / nay certes / but in paradys 

Wei hath ffortuno / ytumed thee / the dya 

That hast the sighte of hire / and I thahaenco 

ffor possible is / syn thow hast hire presence 

And art a knyghf a worthy and an able 

That by som caas / syn ffortune is chaungealdo 

Thow mayst to thy desir / som tyme atteyne 

But I / that am exiled and bareyne 

Of alle grace / and in ao greet despeyp 

That ther nys Erthe / water f fyr / ne Eyr 

Ne creature / that of ham maked ia 

That may me helpe / or do conibrt in this 

Wei oghte T sterue / in wanhopo / and distresse 
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fiarwel my lyf / my lusf and my gladnesse 

^ Alias why pleynen folk so / in commnne 

On pumeiance of god / or of ffortone 1252 

That yeneth hem fdl ofbe / m many a gyse 

TVel hetixe / than they kan hem self deuyse 

^ Som man desiieth / for to haue richesse 

That cause is ofbe / of his moeidie / or gret siknesse 1256 

And som man wolde / out of his prison fayn 

That in his hous / is of his meynee slayn 

Infinite harmes / been in this matere 

We woot* naf what thyng* Jot we prayen heere 1260 

We fjEtre as he / fai dronke is as a Mous 

A dronke man woot wel / he hath an hous 

But he noot / which the righte wey is thider Dmi is] 

And to a dronke man / the wey is slider 1264 

And certes / in this world / so feu^n we 

We seken faste / after felicitee 

But we goon wrong* fol ofbe trewely 

Thus may we seyn alle / and nameliche .L 1268 

That wende / and hadde a greet opinion) 

That if I myghte / scapen firo prisoii) 

Thanne hadde I been in ioye / and parfit heele 

Ther now / 1 am exiled fro my wele 1272^ 

Syn Jat / I may nat seen yow Emelie 

I nam but deed / ther nys no remedie 

IT Vp on that oother syde Palamon 

Whan pat he wiste / Arcite was agon 1276 

Swich sorwe he maketh / pat the grete tour 

Besowneth / of his yowlyng* and clamour 

The pure fettres / of his shynes grete 

Were / of his bittre salte teeris wete 1280 

Alias quod he / Arcita cosyn myn 

Of al oure stiyf / god woof the fruyt is thyn 

Thow walkest now / in Thebes at thy large 

And of my wo / thow yeuest litel charge 1284 

Thow maystt* syn thow hast wisdom / and manhede 
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Assemblen / fd the folk- of ouro kynreda 






And make a werre / eo sharp / on this Citco 






That by som auenture / or aom tretee 


1288 




Thow mayat haue hire / to lady and to wyf 






ffor whom / fat I moato nodes lese my lyf 






ffor aa by wey / of poBsibilitee 






8ith thow orf at thy lai^ / of prison) free 


1292 




And art a lord / greet is thyn auantage 






Mooro than is myn / that sterue here in a cage 






ffor I moot wepe / and waillc whil I lyiie 






With a! the wo / ffit prison may me yeuc 


1306 




And eek witA pcyne / (t«t lone me youcth also 






That douhleth / al my torment* and my wo 






Ther with / the fyt of lalonsie vp ateri:e 






With Inne his bresf and hente hym by the herte 


1300 




So woodly / Jirtt he lyk was to byholde 






The Boxtree / or the Asahen dede / and coldo 






%" Thanne aeydo ho / crewel goddes /Jiat gouerao [i«i( 1 


18, lack] 




This world / with byndyng* of youre word etenie 


1304 




And writen / in the table of Atthamafit 






Youie parlement /. and youre eteme grafif 






What ia man kynde / moore vn to yow holde 






Than is the sheepe / Jint rowketh in the folde 


1308 




ffor slayn is man / right as another beesf 






\nd dwelleth eek' in prison and arrosf 




■ 


And bath aiknesse / and greet adneraitee 




■ 


And ofte tjToes / giltlees pardce 


1312 


M 


^ What gonernance / ia in thia presciraioB 




■ 


That gUtleea / tormentcth Innocence 




■ 


And yef encreeceth this / al m j penanco 




■ 


Tliat man is bonnden / to his ohsemanee 


1316 


■ 


ffor goddes Bake / to letten of his wUle 




1 


^ Ther as a beeaf may al his lust fulfille 






And whan a beest is deed / it hath no peyne 






But man after his deeth / moot wepe and pleyno 


1320 




Thogh in this world / he haue care and wo . 
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Wiih outen doute / it moot stonden so 

The answeie of tkis / lete I to dimynys 

But wel I woot* fat in this world / greet pyne it 1321 

Y Alias / 1 se a serpents or a thaefi 

That many a trewe iman / hath doon megchaef 

Goon at hie laarge / amd whei^ hjm lust may tome 

Bat I moot been in prison / thugh Satome 1328 

And eek thurgh Juno / lalous / and eok wood 

That hath destroyed / wel nei^^ al the blood 

Of Thebes / with his waste waUes wyde 

And Yenns / sleeth me / on that oother syde 1333 

ffor lalonsie / and feere / of hjon Arcite 

% "Sow wol I stynte / of Falamon alite 

And lete hym / in his prison) stiUe dwelle 

And of Arcita / forth I wol yow telle 1334 

^ The Somer / and the nyghtes longe 

Encreecen / double wise / the peynes stronge 

Bothe of the louere / and the prisoner 

I noot* which hath / the sorwefuller myster 1340 

ffor soothly for to seyu / this Falamon 

Perpetuelly / is dampned to prison) 

In cheynes / and in fettres / to been deed (iMf w\ 

And Arcite / is exiled / yp on his heed 1344 

ffor euere mo / as out of that contree 

Ne neueremo / ne shal his lady see 

IT Yow loueris / axe I now / this question) 

Who hath the worse / Arcite / or Falamon) 134S 

That oon may seen his kdy / day by day 

But in prison) / moot he dwelle alwey 

That oother where hym list* may ride or go 

But seen his lady / shal he neuere mo 1352 

Now demeth as yow list* ye Jwt kan 

ffor I wol telle forth / as •!. bigan 
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IT Whan fat Arcite / to Thebes comen was 

fful offce a day / he swelte / and seyde alias 1356 

ffor seen his lady / shal he neuere mo 

And shortly / to concluden al his wo 

So muchel sorwe / hadde neuere creature 

(That is or shal / whil Jat the world may dure 1360 

^ His sleepe / his mete / his drynke / is hym biraff 

That leene he weex / and drye as is a shaft* 

Hise eyen holwe / and grisly to biholde 

His hewe falow / and pale as asshen colde 1364 

And solitarie he was / and euere alloone 

And waillynge al the nyghf . ma^nge his moone 

And if he herde / soong* or Instrumenf 

Thanne wolde he wepe / he myghte nat be stent* 1368 

So feble eek were his spiritz / and so lowe 

And chaunged so / Jat no man koude knowe 

His speche / nor his voys / thogh men it herde 

And in his gere / for al the world he ferde 1372 

I^at oonly / lyk the loueris maladye 

Of Hereos / but rather lyk Manye Mania 

Engendred / of humour malencolyk? 

Bifom his CeUe fantastyk* 1376 

And shortly / turned was / al vp so down 

Bothe habif and eek disposicioun 

Of hym / this woful louere daun Arcite 

% What sholde I al day / of his wo endite 1380 

Whanne he endured hadde / a yeer / or two 

This cruel torment* and this peyne and wo 

At Thebes in his contree / as I seyde peaf 19, back] 

Vp on a nyghf in sleep / as he hym leyde 1384 

Hym thoughte / how fat the wynged god Mercurye 

Bifom hym stood / and bad hym to be muryo 

His slepy yerde / in honde he bar vp righte 

An hat he wered / vp on his herys brighte 1388 
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Anayed was this god / as he took keepa 

As lie was / wlian fat Aigos took his sleeps 

And seyde hym thus / to Atthenes shaltow wende 

Ther is thee shapen / of thy wo an ende 1392 

% And with that word / Aicite wook and sterte 

Now trewely / how sore fat me smerte 

Quod he / to Atthenes right now wol I fare 

"Ne for the drede of deeth / shal I nat spare 1396 

To se my lady / fat I lone and seme 

In hir presence / I recche nat to sterae 

IF And with that word / he canghte a greet Mirotir 

And sangh / fat chaunged was al his colour 1400 

And sangh his yisage / al in another kynde 

And right anoon / it ran hym in his mynde 

That sith his face / was so disfigured 

Of maladie / the which he hadde endured 1404 

He myghte wel / if fat he bar hym lowe 

Lyue in Atthenes / eu^remoore vnknowe 

And seen his lady / wel ny / day by day 

And right anoon / he chaunged his array 1408 

And cladde hym / as a poure laborer 

And al allone / saue oonly a Squyer 

That knew his pryuetee / and al his cas 

Which was disgised / pourely as he was 1412 

To Atthenes / is he goon / the nexte way 

And to the Court* he wente vp on a day 

And at the gate / he profreth his seruyse 

To drugge and drawe / what so men wol deuyse 1416 

% And shortly / of this matere / for to seyn 

He fil in office / with a Chambreleyn 

The which / fat dwellyng was with Emelye 

ffoT he was wys / and koude scone espye 1420 

Of euery seruanf which fat serueth here 

"Wel koude he / hewen wode / and water here 

jBTor he was yong*. and myghty for the nones [leaf £0] 

And ther to / he was strong* and byg* of bones 1424 
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To doon / what any wighf kan hym deuyso 

A yeer / or two / lie was in this somyse 

Page of the chambre / of Emelie the brighte 

And Philostrato / ho seydo (rat he highto 1 

IT But half 80 wel biloued a man / as he 

Ife was ther neuere in 001111? of his degree 

He waa so gentil / of condicion) 

That thurgh out al the Com* was hia renon) 1 

They seiden / Jat it were a charitee 

That Theseus / wolde enhaujicen his degree 

And putten hym / in worabipful semyae 

Tlier aa he myghto / his vertu excercise 1 

And thus with Inne a while / his name ia aprongo 

Bothe of his dedes / and his goode touge 

That Theaons / hath taken hym so ner 

That of hia chambre / he made hym a Squier 1 

And gaf hym. gold / to mayntene hia degree 

And eek men broghte hym / out of hia contree 

fEro yeer to yeer / ful pryuely hia rente 

But honestly / and aleigbly / ho it Bponto ' 1 

That no man wondred / how pat he it hadde 

And thre yeer in this wise / his lyf he ladde 

And bar hym so / in pees / and ek in werre 

Ther waa no man / that Theseus hath derre 1 

And in this blieso / lete T now Arcite 

And speke I wole / of Palamon alite 

IT In derkncsae / and horrible / and strong' pTi'sou) 

This seuen yeer / hath seten Palamon) 1 

fforpyncd / what for wo / and for distrease 

Who feeleth / double soor / and heuynesse 

Bnt Palamon / that louo destreyneth so 

That wood out of hia witf he gooth for wo 1 

And eek ther to / he is a prisoner 

Pej'petueliy / nat oonly for a yer 

"Who koudo ryrae / in englisah proprely 

His martirdom / for sothe it am noght I 1 
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Ther foie I passe / as lightly / as I may 

IF It fil / yat I in that Seaenthe yeer of May 

The thridde nyghf . as olde bokes seyn tknf M,bMk3 

lliat al this stone / (ellen mooie pleyn 1464 

Were it by anenture / or destynee 

As whan a thyng is shapen / it shal be 

That soone after the mydnyghf Palamon) 

By helpyng of a fi^eend / brak his prison) 1468 

And fleeth the Citee / fsute as he may go 

fifor he hadde yeue / his Ckdller dr3rnke so 

Of a Clarree / maad of certeyn -wyn 1471 

With Nercotikes / and opye / of Thebes fyn // OpinMi Thabaieum. 

That al that nyght* . thogh ])at men wolde hym shake 

The Gailler sleepe / he myghte noght awake 

f And thns he fleeth / as faste as euere he may 

The nyght was short* and faste by the day 1476 

That nedes cost* he moste hym selaen hyde 

And til a grone / faste ther bisyde 

"With dreedful foof thanne stalketh PalamoB) 

ffor shortly / this was his opynyon) 1480 

That in that groue / he wolde hym hyde al day 

And in the nyght* thanne wolde he take his way 

To Thebesward / his freendes for to preye 

On Thesens / to helpe hym to werreye . 1484 

And shortly / outher he wolde lese lus ly^ 

Or wynnen Emelie / vn to his wyf 

This is thefFect* and his entente pleyn 

% Kow wol I tume / to Arcite ageyn 1488 

That litel wiste / how neigh Jat was his care 

Til Jat ffortune / hadde broght hym / in the snare 

•f The bisy larke / messager of day 

Salueth in hir song* the morwe gray 1492 

And firy Phebus / riseth vp so brighte 

That al the Orient* . laugheth of the lighte 

And w/t^ his stremes / dryeth in the greuos 

The sillier dropes / hangynge on the lenes 1496 
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1 


And Arcita / that in the Court roial 






With Thoseos / Squyer principal 






la risen / and looketh on the mnrye day 








1500 




Kemombiynge / on the point of hia deair 






He on a, Courser / startlj-ngo aa the fir 






la riJen in to the foldes / hym to pleye 


(latiil 




Out of the Courf . were it a myle / or tweya 


1604 




And to the groue / of which fiat I yow toiilo 






By auentme / his wcy he gan to holdo 






To maken hym / a gerland of the grenes 






"Were it of wodehynde / or hawcthom leues 


1508 




And loude he aoong*. ajcin the sonne ahene 






May / with alle thy flouies / and thy grene 






Wei come be thow / faire fresaho May 






In hope / fat I som grene gete may 


1512 




And from his courser / with a lusty herte 






In to the groue / ful hastily ho eterte 






And in a patli / he rometh vp and doun 






Xher as by auenture / this Pakmon) 


1516 




Was in a bussh / fat no man myghte hym so 






ffor soore afered / of hia deeth was he 






So thyng knew he / Jmt it was Arcite 






God woof lie wolde hauc trowed it fol Kte 


1520 




But sooth is seyd / go sithen many yeria 






That feeld hath eyen / and the wodo hath erya 






It is ful fair / a man to here hym euene 






ffor alday moetea men / at vnaet steueue 


1521 




ffol litel woot Arcite / of his felawe, 






That was so neigh / to herkneu al his aawe 






ffor in the busah / he sitteth now fid atillo 






IT Whan Jjiit Arcite / hadde romed al hia flUo 


1528 




And songen al the roundel lustily 






In to a Btudie / he fil sodeynly 




■ 


As doou thiae louerys / in hir queynte gerj's 




1 


How in the cropc / now down in the brerj-a 


1532 
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Now yp / now down / as boket in a wello 

Eight as the fndaj / soothly for to telle 

Now it shyneth / now it reyneth fasto 

Eight* so / kan geiy Yenns ouercaste 1536 

The hertes of hir folk* . right as hir day 

Is gerful / right so chaungeth she array 

Selde is the fiiday / al the wike ylike 

IT Whan Jot Ardte hadde songe / he gan to syke 15lO 

And sette hym down / with oaten any moore 

Alias quod he / that day / fat I was bore 

How longe Lino / thnrgh thy crueltee Dmt n, i»ck] 

Woltow werreyen / Thebes the Citee 1544 

Alias / ybroght is to confosion) 

The blood roial / of Cadme and Amphion) 

IT Cadmtw / which pat was the firste man 

That Thebes bolte / and first bigan 1548 

And of the Citee / first was crowned kyng* 

Of his lynage am I / and his of-spryng* 

By verray ligne / as of the stok roial 

And now I am / so caytyf and so thral 1552 

That he' fat is / my mortal enemy 

I seme hym / as his Squyer pourely 

And yet dooth luno / me wel moore shame 

ffor I dar noght* biknowe myn owen name 1556 

But ther as I was wont* to highte Arcite 

Now highte I Philostrate / noght worth a myte 

IT Alias thow felle Mars / alias Juno 

Thus hath youre Ire / oure lynage al fordo 1560 

Saue oonly me / and wrecchid Palamon) 

That Theseus / martireth in prison) 

And ouer al this / to sleen me outrely 

Loue hath his firy dart* so brennyngly 1564 

Ystiked / thurgh my trewe carefid herte 

That shapen was my deeth / erst than my sherte 

Ye sleen me wit^ youre eyen / Emelye 

Ye been the cause / wherfore pat .1. dye 1568 
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Of al the remeaant' of myn oottep eato 
Jf e sette I noghf , the mouataunce of a tare 
So Jiat I koudo doon augbf . to youra pleaaunco 
And with that word j he fil down in a traunce 
A longe tyme / and afterward he vp sterte 
IT This Palnmon) / that thoughts / Jiat thurgh his heii 
He felto a eooM sword / sodeynly glyde 
ffor Iro he qiiook' . no lenger wolde he byde 
And whan fat he had herd / Arcitea tale 
Aa he were wood / wi'tfe fiice deed and pain 
He stirte hym vp / out of the buakea thikke 
And eeyde Arcite / false traytour wikke 
How artow bent' that louest my lady so 
ffor whom fat I bane / al this peyac and wo 
And art my blood / and to my confieil sworn [i 

As I ful ofto / Jiaue toold thee her bifom 
And hast byiapod here / due Thesenia 
And falaly / channgod hast thy name thus 
I wol be deed / or cilia tbow abalt dye 
Thow sbalf noght / loue my lady Emelye 
Eiit I wol loue hire oonly / and namo 
ffor I am Palamon / thy mortal foo 
And tbogh fat I / no wepne bane in this place 
But out of prison) / am aatert by grace 
I drede noght' ^at outher thow sbalt dye 
Or thow ne abalf noght louen Emelye 
Chees which thow wolf or tbow shalf noght asterte 
^ This Arcite / with fnl deepitona herte 
Whan he hym knew / and hadde his tale herd 
As fiers as leon) / pulled out bia swerd 
And seyde thus / by god frat sittetli abouo 
Jfere it fat thow art syJd and wood for loue 
And eefc' fat tbow / no wepne bast in this place 
Thow sboldest neuere / out of this groue pace 
That tbow ne aholdesf dyen of myn bond 
ffor I di%o / the seuroteo and the bond 
henowht 16 
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Which ]>at thow seist* ]^at I haue maad to thee 

What verray fool / thynk wel fat loue is free' 

And I wol loue hire / maugree al thy myghf 

IT But for as muche / as thow art a worthy knyght^ 1608 

And wihiesf to darreyne hire hy hataille 

Hane here my trouthe / tomorwe I nyl nat faille 

With outen wityng" of any oother wighf 

That here / I wol he founden / as a knyght^ 1612 

And hryngen hameys / right ynogh for thee 

And chees the heste / and leef the worste to me 

And mete and diynke / this nyght wol I hiynge 

Ynogh for thee / and clothes for thy heddynge 1616 

And if so he / pat thow my lady wynne 

And sle me in this wode / ther I am Inne 

Thow mayst wel haue thy lady / as for me 

IF This Palamon answerde / I graunto it thee 1620 

And thus they heen departed / til amorwe 

Whan ech of hem / hadde leyd his feith to horwo 

Cupide / out of aUe charitee Cienf », i»ck) 

legne / that wolde no felawe haue to Ihee 1624 

fifal sooth is seyd / fat loue ne lordshipe 

Wol noght his thankes / haue no felaweshipe 

Wel fynden that* Arcite and Palamofi 

^^Arcite / is riden anoon / vn to the town 1628 

And on the morwe / er it were dayes lyght 

fFul pnuely / two hameys hath he dyghf 

Bothe suffisaunf and mete to darreyne 

The hataUle in the feeld / hitwix hem tweyne 1632 

And on his hors / allone / as he was horn 

He carieth al this hameys / hym hifom 

And in the groue / at tyme and place yeet 

This Arcite / and this Palamon heen met* 1636 

IT To chaungen / gan the colour^ in hir face 

Right as the hunterys / in the regne of Trace 

That stonden at the gappe / with a spere 

Whanne hunted is / the leon) ot the Bere 1 640 
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And hereth. hym / come raaahynge in the greuea 

And hreketh / bothe bowes / and the leues 

And thynketh / hero coirieth my mortal enemy 

With oute faille / he moot he deed / or .1. 1644 

tfor outhor / I moot sleen hym / at tho gappo 

Or he moot slo me / if pat me myshappe 

So fertlen they / in chaungyngi of hir hewe 

Aa fer / aa euerich / oother of hem knewe 1648 

5F Ther nas no good day / ne no saluynge 

But atreightf ivith onten word / or rehersynge 

Eaerich of hem / heelp for to armen oother 

Ab fiendly / aa he weere / Ma owene brother 1 G52 

And after that / with sharpo eperes stronge 

They foynen / ech at oother / wonder longe 

Thoa myghtest weae / pat this Palamon) 

In his fightynge were a wooil leon) 1656 

And aa a crewel Tygre / was Arcite 

As wOde boores / gonnen they to smyte 

That frothen / whit as foom / for Ire wood 

Vp to the Anclees / foghte they in hii blood 1060 

And in this wise / I lete hem fightyng ttwelle 

And forth I wole / of Theaena yow telle 

% The destynee / Miniatre general [isaf bs) 

That executeth / in the world ouer al 1664 

The pumeiance / that god hath eeyn hifora 

So stroong' it is / pat thogh the world hadde awom 

The eontrarie of a thyng* by ye / or nay 

Tet som tyme / it shal fallen on a day 1668 

That falleth nat eft / with Inne a thousand yeer 

fEor certeinly / cure appetites heer 

Be it of worre / or pees / or hate / or lone 

Al is this ruled / by the sighte aboue 1672 

If This meno I now / by myghty Theseus 

That for to hunten / is so desirus 

And namely / at the greto hert in May 

Thnt in his bed / ther daweth hym no day 1676 
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That he nys clad / and redy for to lyde 

With hunte and horn / and houndes hyni bisyde 

ffor in his huntyng* hath he swich delit* 

That it is / al his ioye and appetif 1680 

To been hym self / the grete hertes bane 

ffor after Mars / he seraeth now Diane 

If Cleer was the day / as I haae told er this 

And Theseus / with alle ioye and blys 1684 

With his ypolita / the faire queene 

And EmeUe / clothed al in greene 

On huntyng* be they riden roially 

And to the groue / that stood fdl faste by 1688 

In which ther was an hert* as men hym tolde 

Dnc Theseus / the streighte wey hath holde 

And to the launde / he rideth hym ful righf 

ffor thider was the hert* wont haue his flight* 1692 

And ouer a brook / and so forth on his weye 

This due wol han a cours at hym / or tweye 

With houndes swiche / as fat hym list comaunde 

And whan this due. was come vn to the launde 1696 

Ynder the sonne he looketh / and anon 

He was war / of Arcite and Palamon) 

That foghten breme / as it were boles two 

The brighte swerdes / wenten to and fro 1 700 

So hidously / that with the leeste strook* 

It semed / as it wolde felle an ook* 

But what they weere / no thyng he ne woot* nwrf m, bock] 

This due his courser / with the spores smoot* 1704 

And at a stert* he was bitwix hem two 

And pulled out a swerd / and cryed Hoo 

Namoore / vp on peyne / of lesyng of youre heed 

By myghty Mars / he shal anon be deed 1708 

That smyteth any strook / fat I may seen 

But telleth me / what myster men ye been 

That been so hardy / for to fighten heer 

With outen luge / or oother officer 1712 
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As it wecre in a lyatea roially 




T This PalamoQ / answerde haatUy 




And seyde / sire / what nedetli wotdea mo 




We haue the deeth disaerued / hothe two 


1716 


Two woftJ wrecchea been we / two caytynea 




That heen encombred / of oure oweiie lyuea 




And aa thow arf a rightful lord and luge 




H"e yif va / neither mercy ne refuge 


1720 


Bat alee me firsf . for seinte charitee 




But Blee my felawe eok / aa wel aa mo 




Or slee hyra firaf , for thogh thow knowo it hte 




This is thy mortal foo / this is Arcito 


1724 


That fro thy lond / is banyeshed on his heed 




ffor which / he hath deaerued to he deed 




ffot this ia he / }at cam vn to thy yate 




And aeydo / Jrnt he highte Philostrate 


1728 


Thus hath he iaped thee / ful many a yeer 




And thow . hast makcd hym / thy chiuf Squyer 




And this ia he / |iot loiieth Emelye 




*- ffor aith the day ia come / fat I ahal dye 


1733 


I make pleynly / my confession) 




That I am / thilke woful Palamon) 




That hath thy prison) / broken wikkedly 




I am thy mortal foo / and it am I 


17aS 


That loueth so hoote / Emelye the brighte 




That I wol dyen / present in hir aighte 




Wherfore I axe deeth / and my luwise 




Eat slee my felawe / in the same wise 


1740 


ffor bothe haue we / deaerued to be slayn 




^ This worthy due answerde anoon agayn 




And seyde / this ia a ahort conclueioii) 


n«fM] 


Youie oweae mouth / by yonre eonfession) 


1744 


Hath dampned yow / and I wol it recorde 




It nedeth noghf to pyno yow witft the corde 




Ye ahul be deed / by myghtj Mara the rede 






1748 


^^^^^^ eo 


u 
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Gan for io wepe / and so dide Emelye 

And alle the ladies / in the compaignye 

Gieet pitee was it / as it thoughte hem alle 

That eueie swich a chaance / sholde falle 1752 

ffor gentil men they weere / of greet estaat 

And no thyng but for lone / was this debaat^ 

And sawe / hir blody wowndes / wide and soore 

And alle ciyden / bothe lasse and mooie 1756 

Hane mercy lord / vp on vs wommen alle 

And on hir bare knees / adown they falle 

And wolde hane lost his feet* ther as he stood 

TQ at the laste / aslaked was his mood 1760 

ffor pitee / lenneth soone in gentil herte 

And thogh he first* for Ire qnook and sterte 

He hath considred / shorthly in a clause 

The trespas of hem bothe / and eek the cause 1764 

And al thogh fat his Ire / hir gilt accused 

Tet in his reson) / he hem bothe excused 

IT As thus / he thoghte wel pat euery man 

Wol helpe hym self in loue / if fat he kan 1768 

And eek / deliuere hym self / out of prison) 

And eek / his herte hadde compassion) 

Of wommen / for they wepten euere in oon 

And in his gentil herte / he thoghte anoon 1772 

And softe vn to hym / self he seyde fy 

Vp on a lord / that wol haue no mercy t noia 

But be a leon) / bothe in word / and dede 

To hem / that been in repentaunce and drede 1776 

As wel / as to a proud despitous man 

That wol mayntene / that he first bigan 

That lord / hath litel of discrecion) 

That in swich caas / kan no dyuysion 1780 

But weyeth pryde / and humblesse / after oon 

And shortly / whan his Ire is thus agoon 

He gan to loken vp / with eyen lighto [leaf m, back] 

And spak thise same wordes / al on highte 1784 
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IT The god of loue / a "benedicitee 

How myghty / and how greet a lord is he 

Agajms his myghf . ther gayneth none obstacles 

He may be clepid a god / for his miracles 1 788 

ffor he kan maken / at his owene gyse 

Of euerich herte / as pat hym list deuyse 

IT Lo here / this Arcite / and this Palamon) 

That quitly were / out of my prison) 1 792 

And myghte hane lyued in Thebes roially 

And witen / I am hir mortal enemy 

And fat hir deeth / lyth in my myght also 

And yet hath loue / maugree hir eyen two 1796 

Broght hem hyder / bothe for to dye 

Wow looketh / is nat thaf an heigh folye 

IT Who may been a fool / but if he loue 

EDioold for goddes sake / pat sit aboue 1800 

Se how they blede / be they noght wel arrayed 

Thus hath hir lord / the god of loue ypayed 

Hir wages / and hir fees / for hir seruyse 

And yet they wenen to be ful wyse 1804 

That seruen loue / for aught pat may bifalle 

But this is yet* the beste game of alle 

That she / for whom / they haue this lolitee 

Kan hem ther fore / as muche thank as me 1808 

She woot namoore / of al this hoote fare 

By god / than woot* a cokkow of an hare 

But al moot been assayed / hoot and coold 

A man moot been a fool / or yong* or oold 1812 

I woot it by my self / ful yoore agoon 

ffor in my tyme / a seruant was I oon 

And ther fore / syn I knowe of loues peyne 

And woot how soore / it kan a man distreyne 181 G 

As he pat hath been caughf offce in his laas 

I yow foryeue / al hoolly this trespas 

At requeste of the queene / pat kneeleth heero 

And eek of Emelye / my suster deere 1820 
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And ye shal bothe anoon / vn to me sweie 

That neueie mo / ye shal my contree dere 

'Ne make werre vp on me / nyght nor day [Imt s&j 

But been my freendes / in al that ye may 1824 

I yow foiyeae / this trespas eu^rydel 

And they hym sworen / his axing fairs and wel 

And hym of loidshipe / and of mercy preyde 

And he hem grannteth grace / and thanne he scyde 1828 

^ To speke of roial lynage / and richesse 

Thogh fat she weere a queene / or a princesse 

Ech of yow bothe / is worthy doutelees 

To wedden whan tyme is / but nathelees 1832 

I speke / as for my suster Emelye 

ffor whom / ye haue this stryf and laiousye 

Ye woot your self" , she may nat wedden two 

Atones / thogh ye fighten eueremo 1836 

That oon of yow / al be hym looth / or lief 

He moot* go pipen / in an yuy leef" 

This is to seyn / she may nat now haue bothe 

AL be ye nevere so lalous / ne so wrothe 1840 

And for thy / I yow putte in this degree 

That ech of yow / shal haue his destynee 

Aa hym is shape / and herkneth in what wyse 

Lo here your^ ende / of that I shal deuyse 1844 

IF My wyl is this / for plat conclusion) 

With outen any replicacion) 

K that yow liketh / take it for the beste 

That euerich of yow / shal goon where hym leste 1848 

ffrely / with outen raunson) / or daunger 

And this day fifty wykes / fer ne neer 

Euerich of yow / shal brynge an hundred knyghtes 

Armed for listes / vp at alia rightes 1852 

Al redy / to darreyne hire by bataille 

And this bihoote I yow / with outen faUle 

Yp on my trouthe / and as I am a knyghf 

That wheither of yow bothe / fat hath myght? 1850 
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This is to aeyn / fat wheitlier lie or thoii 
May with his hundred / as I spak of now 
Sleen his contrarie / or out of lystes diyuo 
ThamiQ shol I yeue / Emelye to wyuD 1S60 

To whom fat ffortune / ycueth so fair a grace 
The lystes / shal I maken in tliia place 
And god BO wisly / on my sonle rewe [lonfss.bncii] 

As I shal / eue.ne luge heen and trewe 18G+ 

Te shul noon oother ende / with me maken 
That oon of yow ne / shall be de«d / or taken 
And if yow thynteth / this is well yeayd 
Sey youro auys / and holdeth yow apayd 186S 

This is youre ende / and youre conclusion) 
% Who looieth hghtly now / but Palamon) 
Who spryngeth vp for ioye / but Arcite 
Who koude telle / or who konde it eniiite 1872 

The ioye / that is maked in the place 
Whan Theaeus / hath doon so fair a grace 
But doun on kneea / wente euery manor wighf 
And thonken hym / with al hir herte and myght' 1876 
And namely the Thebana ofta sythe 
And thus with good hopD / and herte blythe 
They take hir leeue / and homward gonne they rydo 
To Thebes / with olde walles wyde 1880 

Explicii? prima pars 

Incipif pars seounda (S) 

Itrowe / men wolde deme it necligenco 
If I foryeto / to teUen the despence 
Of Theseus / that gooth so bisily 

To maken vp the lystes / roially 1884 

That swich a noble Theatre / as it was 
I dar wel seyn / in this world ther nas 
The circuit* a mjle was aboute 

Walled of stoon / and dyched al with oute 1888 

Hound was the sliape / in manere of compas 
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£Eal of degrees / the heighte of sixty paas 

That whan a man / was sel^ on o degree 

He letted noght^ his felawe for to see 1892 

f Estward ther stood a gate / of Marhul wlit 

Westward / right swich another / in the oposit* 

And shortly to conduden / swich a place 

Was noon in erthe / as in so lite a space 1896 

ffor in the lond / ther was no crafty man 0«rt6] 

That Geometrye / or Ars metrik kan 

Ne pnrtreyour / ne keroere of ymages 

That Theseus / ne yaf mete and wages 1900 

The Theatre / for to maken and denyse 

And for to doon / his ryte and sacrifise 

He Estward hath / yp on the gate aboue 

In worship of yenus / goddesse of lone 1904 

Doon maad an Auter / and an oratorie 

And on the westward / in memorie 

Of Mars / he maked hath right swich another 

That coste largely / of gold a fother 1908 

And I^orthward / in a tonrcf on the wal 

Of Alahastre whif and reed Coral 

An oratorie / riche for to see 

In worships / of Diane of chastitee 1912 

Hath Theseus / doon wroghf in noble Wise 

IT But yet hadde I forgeten / to deuyse 

The noble keruyng / and the purtreittcres 

The shap^ / the contenance / and the figures 1916 

That weren / in thise oratories thre 

IT fl&rst / in the temple of Venus / maystow se 

Wroght on the wal / ful pitous to biholde 

The broken slepes / and the sykes colde 1920 

The sacred teerys / and the waymentynge 

The firy strokes / of the desirynge 

That loues seruantz / in this lyf enduren 

The othes / that hir couenantz assuren 1924 

Plesance / and hope / desir / foolhardynesse 
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Eeautee and yontliB / haudiye / richosse 




Cliarmes and force / leaynges / flateiye 




Despense / bisjncasc / and laloasye 


1928 


That wered / of yelowe gootdes a geriand! 




And a Cokkow / sittyng on hir hand 




ffestea / Instrumentz / carolea / danncea 




Luat and array / and alia tho circumstauncea 


1932 


Of lone / wMche fwt I rekned / and rekne shal 




By ordre / weren peynted on the wal 




And mo than / I kan make of mencion) 




ffor Boothly / al the Mount of Cithorori) 


1930 


Ther Venus / hath hir pn'ncipal dwellynge [i«if 


M, iBrti 


Waa shewed on the wal / in puitreyynge 




With al the gardyn / and the luatjnesae 




Nat was foiyeten / the porter ydelnesae 


1940 


Ne Narcisus the faire / of yoore agon 




He yet / the folie / of kyng Salomon 




Ne yet* the grcte strengthe of Erculea 




Thenchantementz / of Medea and Circes 


1944 


H"e of Tumus / with the hardy fiera corago 




The lyohe Cresus / caytif in senile 




% Thus may ye seen / fat wisdom ne richesso 




Beantee / ne sleighto / strengthe hardyneaae 


1948 


He may with Venus / maken champartie 




ffor as hir luaf the world than may she gye 




Lo all this folk / ao caught were in hir laaa 




Til they for wo / ful ofte seyde aUaa 


1952 


BnflSeeth heere ensamplea / oon or two 




And though / I koude rekne a thousand mo 




f The statue of Venua / glorious for to see 




Was naked / fletyi^ in the laigo See 


1956 


And fro the nauele doun / al couered was 




With wawes grene / aad hrighte as any glas 




A Citole in hir r^ht hand / hadde ahe 




And on hit heed / ful semely for to se 


1960 


A rose geriand / fressh / and wcl smellynge 
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Aboue hir heed./ hir dowues flikeiynge 

Bifom hir^ stood / hir sone Cupido 

Vp on his shuldies / wynges hadde he two 1964 

And hlynd he was / as it is ofbe seene 

A bowe he bar / and Arwes biighte and keene 

iT Why sholde I nat as wel / eek telle yow al 

The purtreytnre / fat was vp on the wal 1968 

With Inne the temple / of myghty Mars the rede 

Al peynted was the wal / in lengthe and brede 

Lyk to the eestres / of the grisly place 

That highte the grete temple / of Mars in Trace 1972 

In thilke colde / frosty Eegion) 

Ther as Mars / hath his souereyn mansion) 

^ fl&rst on the wal / was peynted a flforesf 

In which ther dwelleth / neither man ne besf 1976 

With knotty / knarry / bareyne trees olde [i«rfn] 

Of stubbes sharpe / and hidouse to biholde 

In which / ther ran a rombul / in a swough 

As thogh a storm / sholde bresten euesy bough 1980 

And downward on an hil / vnder a bente 

Ther stood the temple / of Mars armypotente. 

Wroght al of burned steel / of which the entree 

Was long and streyf and gastly for to see 1984 

.i.impetia 

And ther out cam a rage / and swich a veze 

That it made / al the gate for to rese 

The Northren lighf in at the dores shoon 

fforwyndow on the wal / ne was ther noon 1988 

Thurgh which men myghten / any light discerne 

The dore was al / of Athamant eteme 

Yclenched / oueHhwart* and ondelong/ 

With Iren togh / and for to make it strong* 1992 

Euery piler / the temple to sustene 

Was tonne greet* of Iren bright and shene 

^ Ther say I first* . the dirke ymagynynge 

Of felony e / and al the com'passynge 1996 

The cruel Ire / reed as any gleedo 
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The pite purs / and eek the pale drede 

The smylera / with, the knyf vndor the cloke 

The flhipne breiiayng / with the bkke smoke 2000 

The treaonJ / of the mordrjug in the bod 

The open werre / with woundea al hihieii 

Contek / with blody knyp and sharpe manace 

Al fill of thirkjng* was that aory place 2004 

^ The eleere of hym self / yet eaugh I ther 

His hcrte blood / hnth bathed al hia heer 

The nayl ydryuen / in the abode a nyghf 

The colde deeth / with mouth gapyng vp right' 2008 

Amyddea of the temple / sat meschaunco 

With diaconibrf and Bory contenaimce 

% Yet saugh I woodneaae / langhyng in Ida rage 

Armed comploynt* out heea / and fiers outrage 2012 

The oaroyne ia the busA / with throte ycorue 

A thousand slayn / and noglit of qualm yetorue 

The tiiaunf with the praye / by force yrafP 

The town destroyed / ther was no thyng laff 2016 

^ Tet saugh I brent" , the shippoa hoppeaterea [lett ar. baciij 

The huute atraugled / with the wilde berea 

The Bowe freten the child / right in the Cradel 

The Cook yacalded / for al hia longe kdel 2020 

^ Kaught was forgeten / by the Infortune of Marte 

The Cartora / oner rydeu / with hia Carto 

Vndor the wheel / fnl lowo he lay adown 

Ther were also / of Martes deuysioun 2024 

The BarboMc / and the Eochior and the Smyth 

That forgeth sliarpe awerdes / on Im styth 

^ And al aboue / depejnted in a tour 

Sangh I Conquest" sittyng* in greet honoiir 2028 

With the aharpe swerd / oner his heed 

Hangynge / by a subtil twynea threed 

If Depejmted was / the slaghtre of luUua 

Of grete Nero / and of Anthonius 2033 

Al be / fat thilke tyme / they were vnbom 
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Yet was hir deeth / depeynted ther bifom 

By manacynge of Man / right by figure 

So was it shewed / in that purtreytore 2036 

As is depeynted / in the Sertres aboue 

Who shal be slayn / or ellis deed for louo 

Soffiseth oon ensample / in stories olde 

I may nat rekne hem alle / thogh I wolde 2040 

% The Statae of Mars / yp on a Carte stood 

Armed / and loked grym / as he were wood 

And oner his heed / ther shynen two figures 

Of sterres / 'pat been clepyd in Scriptures 2044 

That oon Puella / that oother Eubeus 

This god of armes / was arrayed thus 

A wolf ther stood / bifore hym at his feet^ 

With eyen rede / and of a man he oet 2048 

With subtil pencel / was depeynted this storie 

In redoutynge of Mars / and of his glorie 

^ Now to the temple / of Diane the chaste 

As shortly as I kan / I wol me haste 2052 

To telle yow / al the discripsioun 

Depeynted been the walles / vp and doun 

Of huntyng* and of shamefast chastitee 

Ther saw .L / how woful Calistopee 2056 

Whan ])at Diane / agreued was with here V^»] 

Was turned / fro a womman / til a Bere 

And after was she maad / the lode sterre // Vna maior 

Thus was it peynted / I kan seye yow no ferre 2060 

Hir sone is eek a sterre / as men may see 

Ther saw I Dane / ytumed to a tree 

I mene nat / the goddesse diane 

But Penneus doghter / which pat highte Dane 2064 

^ Ther saw I Attheon / an hert ymaked 

fifor vengeaunce / pat he saw Diane al naked 

I seigh / how pat hise houndes haue hym caughf 

And &eten hym / for pat they knewe hym naught* 2068 

% Yet peynted was / a litel ferther moor 
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How Atthalante / hunted the wilde toot 

And Meleagree / and many another mo 

iFor which Diane / wroghte hym care and wo 2' 

Ther aaw .1, many another wonder atorio 

The whiche / me list nat drawen to memorio 

IT This goddesao on hort ful hye Beet* 

With smale houndes / al aboute hir feet" 2' 

And vnder nethe hir feef . she haddo a moone 

Wesinge it was / and aholde wanye soone 

In gande grene / hir statue yclothed was 

With bowe in honde / and arwoa in a cas 2i 

Hir eyen caste she / M lowe adown 

Ther Pluto / hath his dirke Kegioim 

A woraman trauailyiigt was liir biforn 

But for hir child / so longe was unbom 2 

fful pitously / lucina gan she calle 

And seyde help / for thow mayat best of alle 

Wei koudo he peynte lyfly / that it wroghta 

With many a floryn / he the hewes boghte 2' 

IT How been tiiisB listes maad / and Theseus 

That at his grete coat* arrayed thus 

The temples / and the Theatre euery del 

Whan it waa doon / hym liked ■wonder wel 2' 

But stynte I wole / of Theseua alite 

And speke of Palamon / and of Aicite 

V The day approobeth / of bir letouinynge 

That euerich / sholde an hundred knyghtes bryngo 3i 

The bataille to darreyne / as I yow tolde [i™f m, i 

And til Atthenes / hir couenant for to holde 

Hath euerich of hem / hroght a hundred knyghtes 

Wel armed foi the werre / at alle rightes 2 

And sikerly / ther trowed many a man 

That neuere aithen / pat tho world bigan 

As for to speke / of knyghthoJ of hir bond 

As fer / as god bath maked see and loud 2 

Nas of so fewe / so noble a compaignyo 
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ffor euery wighf fat loned chiualiye 

And wolde his thankes / ban a passant name 

Hath prayd / that he myghte been of that game 2108 

And wel was hym / fat ther to chosen was 

ffor if ther fille / tomorwe swich a cas 

Ye knowen wel / fat euery lusty knyght/ 

That loueth paramours / and hath his myghf 2112 

"Were it in Engelond / or ellis where 

They wolde hir thankes / wilnen to be there 

To fighten for a lady / benedicitee 

It were a lusty sighte / for to see 2116 

IT And right so / ferden they with Palamon 

"With hym ther wenten / knyghtes many oon 

Som wol ben armed / in an haubergeon) 

And in a Brestplate / and in a light gypon) 2120 

And som wol haue / a piere plates large 

And som wol haue / a Pruce sheeld / or a targe 

Som wol been armed / on his legges weel 

And haue an Ax / and som a Maas of steel 2124 

Ther nys no newe gyse / fat it nas oold 

Armed were they / as I haue yow toold 

Euerich / after his opinyon) 

IT Ther maystow seen / comynge with Palamon) 2128 

LyguTge hym self* the grete kyng of Trace 

Blak was his beerd / and manly was his face 

The cercles of his eyen / in his heed 

They gloweden / bitwixen yelow and reed 2132 

And lyk a griffon) / loked he aboute 

"With keempe herys / on his browes stoute 

His lymes grete / his brawnes / harde and stronge 

Hys shuldres brode / hise armes rounde and longe 2136 

And as the gyse was / in his contree (leaf »] 

fPol hye / vp on a Chaar of gold stood he 

With foure white Boles / in the trays 

In stide of Cotearmure / ouer his hamays 2140 

With nayles yelwe / and brighte as any gold 
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Ho liadde a Berj-a Skyn / colblak / for old 


^ 


His longe Leer / was kembed bihynile his bak' 




Ab any Kauenea fetthere / it shoon for blaki 


2144 


A wretbe of gold / greet of huge wighte 




Vp on his heed / and ful of atonea brighte 




Of fyne Kubyos / and of djamauntz 




Abonte his Chaar / they wente white Alauntz 


2148 


Twenty and mo / as grete as any Steer 




To hunten at the leori / and the deer 




And folwed hym / wttA moael faste ybounde 




Colered of gold / and tiirrettes filed rounde 


2152 


An hundred lordee / hadde he in bia route 




Armed ful wel / with hertes stieme and stoute 




IT With Arcita / in stories as men fynde 




The grete Emetrius / the kyng of Inde 


2156 


Vp on a Steede bay / trapped in steel 




Couered in a elooth of gold / dyapred weel 




Cam ridynge / lyk the god of Armea Mars 




HiB cote anrnire / was of clootb of Tars 


2160 


Couched vrith perlys whit« / and ronnde and grete 




Hia sadel was / of brend gold newe ybeto 




A Mantelet' vp on hia ahulder hangynge 




Bretful of Bubiea reede / aa fyr aparklynge 


2164 


Hia criape beer / lyk rynges was yronno 




And that was yelow / and glitred as the aonno 




His nose was beigh / hise eyen bright Citryn 




His lyppes rounde / his colour was sangwyn 


216S 


A fewe fraknes / in bia face yapreynd 




Eitwixen yelow / and som del blak ymeynd 




And as a leon) / he bis lookyng oaate 




Of .sxv. yeer / hia age I caste 


2172 


Hia beerd / was wel bigonne for to spryngo 




His Toys / was as a trompe thonderynge 




Tp on hb heed / he wered of laurer grene 




A gorland fressfi / and luety for to scene 


2176 


Vp on bis band / be bar for his deduyf lii^» 


K,l«k] 


K 





GROUP A. § 2. knight's talel Hengwrt KS. 63 

An Egle tame / as any lilie whyt* 

An hundred lordes / hadde he with hym there 

Al armed saue hir heddes / in al hir gere 2180 

fiol richely / in alle manere thynges 

ffor trasteth wel / Jat dnkes / Erles / kynges 

Were gadred / in this noble compaignye 

ffor lone / and for encrees of chiualrye 2184 

Aboute this kyng* ther ran on euery part* 

ffdl many a tame leon) and leopart^ 

% And in this wise / tbise lordes alle and some 

Been on the Sonday / to the Citee come 2188 

Aboute pryme / and in the town alight* 

IT This Theseus / this due* this worthy knyght* 

Whan he hadde broghf hem / in to his Citee 

And Inned hem / euerich at his degree 2192 

He festeth hem / and dooth so gret labour 

To esen hem / and doon hem al honour 

That yet men wenen / fat no mannes wit* 

Of noon estaat* ne koude amenden it/ 2196 

IF The Mynstralcye / the seruyce / at the feoste 

The grete yiftes / to the meeste and leeste 

The ryche array / of Theseus Paleys 

Ne who sat first* or last* vp on the deys 2200 

What ladyes fairest been / and best daunsynge 

Or which of hem / kan daunse best and synge 

"Ne who moost feelyngly / speketh of loue 

What haukes sitten / on the perche aboue 2204 

What houndes lyggen / on the floor adown 

Of al this / make I now no mencioun 

But al theffecf that thynketh me the beste 

"Now comth the point* and herkneth if yow leste 2208 

IF The Sonday nyghf er day bigan to sprynge 

Whan Palamon / the larke herde synge 

Al thogh it nere nat day / by houres two 

Yet soong the larke / and Palamon right tho 2212 

With holy herte / and with an heigh corage 
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He roos / to wenden on his pilgrymage 

Vn to the blisful / Scitherea benygne 

I mene Venus / honurable and digne 2216 

And in hir hour / he walketh forth a paas iieaf soj 

Vn to the lystes / ther hir temple was 

And down he kneleth / and with humble cheere 

And herte soor / he seyde as ye shal heere 2220 

^ ffaireste of faire / o lady myn Venus 

Doghter of loue / and spouse to Vulcanus 

Thow gladere / of the mount of Cytheron 

fifor thilke loue / thow haddest to Adoon 2224 

Haue pitee / of my bittre teerys smerte 

And taak myn humble prayere at thyn herte 

% Alias I ne haue no langage to telle 

TheflFecte . ne the tormentz of myn helle 2228 

Myn herte / may myne harmes nat biwreye 

I am so confus / fat I kan noght seye 

But mercy lady bright* pat knowest wele 

My thoghf and seest what hannes fat I feele 2232 

Considre al this / and rewe vp on my soore 

As wisly / as I shal for euere moore 

Emforth my myght* thy trewe seruant be 

And holden werre / alwey with chastitee 2236 

That make I myn avow / so ye me helpe 

I kepe noghf of armes for to yelpe 

!N"e I ne axe noght / tomorwe / to haue victorie 

"Ne renoun in this cas / ne veyne glorie 2240 

Of prys of armes / blowen vp and down 

But I wolde haue / fully possessioun 

Of Emelye / and dye in thy seruyse 

ffynd thow the manere / how / and in what wyse 2244 

I recche nat* but it may bettre be 

To haue victorie of hem / or they of me 

So Jjrtt I haue / my lady in myn armes 

ffor thogh so be / fat Mars is god of armes 2248 

Youre vertu is so greet* in heuene aboue 
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That if yow ligf I sbal wel hane my lone 

ir Thy temple / wol I worshipe euere mo 

And on thyn Auter / wher I lyde or go 2252 

I wol doon sacrifice / and fyres bcoto 

And if ye wol noght so / my lady swccte 

Thanne praye I thee / to morwe with a spere 

That Arcita / me thurgh the herte here 225G 

Thamie rekke I noghf whan I haue lost my lyf Vmtto, back] 

Thogh pat Arcita / wynne hire to his wyf" 

This is theffecf and ende of my prayere 

Yif me my lone / thow bUsful lady deere 2260 

^ Whaa the orison was doon / of Palamon 

His sacrifice he dide / and that anon 

ffol pitously / with alle circumstances 

Al telle I nat as now / his obseruances 2264 

But at the laste / the Statue of Venus shook* 

And made a signe / wher by pat ho took* 

That his prayere / accepted was that day 

ffor thogh the signe / shewed a delay 2268 

Yet wiste he wel / ])at graunted was his boone 

And with glad herte / he wente hym hoom ful soone 

% The thridde hour in equal / fat Palamon 

Bigan / to Venujs temple / for to gon 2272 

Vp roos the soone / and vp roos Emelye 

And to the temple of Diane / gan hye 

Hir maydens / J>ai she thider y/viih hire ladde 

ffdl redily with hem / the fyr they hadde 2276 

Thencens / the clothes / and the remenant al 

That to the sacrifice / longen shal 

The homes ful of Mede / as was the gyse 

Ther lakked noght* to doon hir sacrifise 2280 

% Smokynge the temple / ful of clothes faire 

This Emelye / with herte debonaire 

Hir body wessh / with water of a welle 

But hou she dide hir ryte / I dar nat telle 2284 

But it be / any thyng* in general 
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And yet* it were a game / to heren al 

To hym pat meneth wol / it nere no charge 

But it is good / a man be at his large 2288 

^ Hir brighte heer was kembed / vntressed al 

A corone / of a grene ook* cerial 

Vp on hir heed was set* ful fair and meete 

Two fyres / on the Auter gan she beete 2292 

And dide hir thynges / as men may biholde 

In Stace of Thebes / and othere bokes olde 

Whan kyndled was the fyr / with pitous cheere 

Vn to Diane / she spak / as ye may heere 2296 

^ O chaste goddesse / of the wodes grene [leaf si) 

To whom / bothe heuene / and erthe / and See is scene 

Queene of the regno of Pluto / derk and lowe 

Goddesse of maydenes / pat myn herte hast knowe 2300 

fful many a yeer / and woost what I desire 

As keepe me / fro thy vengeance and thyn Ire 

That Attheon) / aboghte crewelly 

Chaste goddesse / wel wostow pat I 2304 

Desire / to been a mayden / al my lyf* 

Ne neuere wol I be / no loue / ne wyf» 

I am thow woost* yet of thy compaignye 

A mayde / and loue huntyng* and venerye 2308 

And for to walken / in the wodes wilde 

And noght to been a wyf / and be with childe 

I^oght wol I knowe / compaignye of man 

Now help me lady / sith ye may and kan 2312 

ffor tho thre formes / pat thow hast in thee 

And Palamon / pat hath swich loue to me 

And eek Arcite / pat loueth me so soore 

This grace I praye thee / with oute moore 2316 

As seend[e] loue and pees / bitwix hem two 

And fro me / turn) awey / hir hertes so 

That al hir bote loue / and hir desir 

And al hir bisy tormenf and hir fyr 2320 

Be queynt* and turned in another place 
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And if 80 be / ihow wolt noght do me grace 

Or if my destynee / be shape so 

That I shal nedes / haue oon of hem two 2324 

As seend me hym / ])at moost desireth me 

Bihoold goddesse / of clene chastitee 

The bittre teerys / pat on my chekes falle 

Syn thow art mayde / and kepere of ts alle 2328 

My maydenhode thow kepe / and wel conserue 

And whil I lyae / a mayde I wol thee seme 

^ The fyres brenne / vp on the Auter cleere 

Whil Emelie / is thus in hir prayere 2332 

But sodeynly / she seigh a sighte queynte 

ffor light anon / oon of the fyres queynte 

And quyked agayn / and after that anon 

That oother fyr was queynf and al agon 2336 

And as it queynte / it made a whistlynge [iMf si> back] 

As doon thise weete brondes / in hir brennynge 

And at the brondes ende / out ran anoon 

As it were / blody dropes many oon 2340 

flfor which / so soore agast was Emelye 

That she was wel neigh mad / and gan to crye 

flfor she ne wiste / what it signyfied 

But oonly for the feere / thus hath she cryed 2344 

And weepe / pat it was pitee for to heere 

IT And ther with al / Diane gan appeere 

With bowe in honde / right as an hunteresse 

And seyde doghter / stynt thyn heuynesse 2348 

Among' the goddes hye / it is aflfermed 

And by eteme word / writen and confermed 

Thou shalt be wedded / vn to oon of tho 

That han for thee / so muche care and wo 2362 

But vn to which of hem / I may noght telle 

ffare wel / for I ne may no lenger dwelle 

The fires / which pat on myn Auter brenne 

Shul thee declaren / er pat thow go henne 2366 

Thyn auenture of loue / as in this cas 
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And with that word / the Arwes in the Caas 

Of the goddesse / clateren faste and rynge 

And forth she wente / and made a vanysshynge 2360 

ffor which / this Emelye astoned was 

And seyde / what amounteth this alias 

I putte me / in thy proteccion) 

Diane / and in thy disposicion) 2364 

And hoom she gooth anoon / the nexte weye 

This is theffect* ther nys namoore to seye 

IF The nexte hottre of Mars / folwynge this 

Arcite / vn to the temple walked is 2368 

Of fierse Mars / to doon his sacrifise 

With alle the lytes / of his payen wise 

With pitous heite / and heigh deuocion) 

Bight thus to Mars / he seyde his orison) 2372 

^ O stronge god / pat in the regnes colde 

Of Trace / honoured art* and lord yholde 

And hast in euery regne / and euery lond 

Of armes / al the brydel in thyn hond 2376 

And hem fortunest* as thee list deuyse [leaf s2i 

Accepte of me / my pitous sacrifise 

If so he / pat my youthe may disserne 

And pat my myght* be worthy for to seme 2380 

Thy godhede / pat I may he oon of thyne 

Thame praye I thee / to rewe vp on my pyne 

ffor thilke peyne / and thilke hote fyr 

In which / thow whilom brendest for desir 2384 

Whan pat thow vsedest the beautee 

Of faire yonge / fresshe Venus free 

And haddest hire in armes at thy wille 

Al though thee ones / on a tyme mysfille 2388 

Whan Vulcanus / hadde caught thee in his laas 

And foond thee lyggyng* by his wyf alias 

ifor thilke sorwe / pat was in thyn herte 

Haue routhe as wel / vp on my peynes amerte 2392 

I am yong / and vnkonnyng* as thow woost/ 
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And as I trowe / with loue offended moost* 

That eueie was / any lyues creature 

flbr she fat dooth me / al this wo endure 2396- 

No reccheth neuere / wher I synko or fleete 

And wel I wool^ er she me mercy heeto 

I moot with strengths / wynne hire in the place 

And wel I wool^ with outen help and grace 2400 

Of thee / ne may my strengthe noght auaille 

Thanne help me lord / tomorwe in my bataille 

ffor thilke fyr / fat whilom brende thee 

As wel as thilke fyr / now brenneth me 2404 

And do pat I tomorwe / may haue victorie 

Myn be the traoaille / and thyn be the glorie 

Thy souereyn temple / wol I moost honouren 

Of any place / and alwey moost labouren 2408 

In thy plesaunce / and in thy craftes stronge 

And in thy temple / I wol my baner honge 

And alle the armes / of my compaignye 

And euere mo / vn til pat day I dye 2412 

Eteme fyr / I wol bifore thee fynde 

And eek to this auow / I wol me bynde 

My herd / myn heer / pat hangeth long adown 

That neaere yet* ne felte offensioun 2416 

Of Basonr / nor of Shere / I wol thee yiue (leaf 88, back] 

And been thy trewe seruant* whil I lyue 

Now lord haue routhe / vp on my sorwes soore 

Yif me the victorie / I axe thee namoore 2420 

IT The prayere stynf of Arcita the stronge 

The rynges / on the temple dore pat honge 

And eek* the dores / clatereden ful faste 

Of which Arcita / som what hym agaste 2424 

The fires brende / vp on the Auter brighte 

That it gan al the temple for to lighte 

A swete smel / anoon the ground vp yaf* 

And Arcita / anoon his hand vp haf* 2428 

And moore encens / in to the fyr he caste 
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With othere lytes mo / and at the laste 


■ 


f The statue of Mare / b^an his hauberk* rynge 


■ 


And with that sown / he herde a murmurynge 


2432 ■ 


fful lowe and dym / and sejde thus / Victoria 


1 


ffor which / he yaf to Mara / honour and ^lorie 




IT And thus with ioje / and hope / weJ to fare 




Arcite anoon / vn to his In is fare 


2136 


As fayn as fowel / is of the hrighte eonue 




IT And right anoon / swich stryf ther is higonna 




ffor thilke granutyng* in the heueae abone 




Bitwise Venus / the goddeaaa of lone 


2iiO 


And Mars / the Btemo god armipotente 




That Inppiter / was bisy it to etente 




TQ fat the pale / Saturnus the oolde 




That knew so manye / of auenturea olde 


2444 


ffoond in his olde experience / an arf 




That he ful soone / hath plcsed euory par* 




As sooth is seyd / elde hath greet auantago 




In elde / is hothe wisdom and vsage 


2448 


Men may the olde atrenne and nat atrede 




Satume anoon / to stynten stryf and drede 




Al be it / fat it is ^ayn his kynde 




Of al this stryf he kan remedie fynde 


2453 


^ My deete doghter Venus / quod Satume 




My cours / that hath so wyde for to tume 




Hath moore power / than wool any man 




Myn ia the drenehyng' in the See so wan 


2456 


Myn is the prison / in the derke cote 


[l«f33] 


Myn is the stranglyng' and hangyng by the throte 




The muimur / and the cherles rebellynge 




The groynyng' and the pryuee empoysonynge 


2460 


I do vengeance / and pleyn correccion) 




Whil I dwelle / in the signe of the leon) 




Mjn is the rnyne / of the heighe hnllea 




The fallyng* of the toures / and of the walles 


2464 


Vp on the Mynour / ot the Carpenter 




HKNQWRT 70 


^ 



GBOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 71 

I alow Sampson / shak jng the pilor 

And myne be / the maladies colde 

The derke tresons / and the castes olde 24Gd 

My lookyng* is the fader of pestilence 

I^ow weep namoore / I shal doon diligence 

That Palamon / that is thyn owene knyght* 

Shal hane his lady / as thow hast hym hight* 2472 

Thogh Mars shal helpe his knyght* yet nathelecs 

Bitwixe yow / ther moot be som tyme pees 

Al be ye noght* of o complexion) 

That causeth al day / swich diuisioD) 2476 

1 am thyn Aiel / redy at thy wille 

"Weepe now namoore / I wol thy lust fulfille 

IT Now wol I stynten / of the goddes aboue 

Of Mars / and of Venus / goddesse of loue 2480 

And telle yow / as pleynly as I kan 

The grete eflFecf . for which fat I bigan 

[No gap 171 the MS.^ 

IT Gieet was the feeste / in Atthenes that day 

And eek the lusty sesou) / of that May 2484 

Made euery wight* to been in swich plesaunce 

That al that monday / lusten they and daunce 

And spenden it* in Venus heigh seruyse 

And by the cause / fat they sholde ryse 2488 

Erly / for to seen the grete sight* 

Vn to hir reste / wente they at nyght* 

And on the morwe / whan the day gan sprynge 

Of hors and haraeys / noyse and claterynge 2492 

Ther was in hostelryes / al aboute 

And to the paleys / rood ther many a route 

Of lordes / vp on steedes and palfreys 

Ther maistow seen / deuysynge of hameys 2496 

So vnkouth / and so ryche / and wroght so weel neaf ss, back] 

Of Goldsmythrye / of Broudyng* and of steel 
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The aLeldes btighte / teatera / and trappures 

Goldhe-wen helmea / bauberkes / cote armurea 2f 

Lordea in parenientz / on iiir coursers 

Knyglites of leteuue / and eek Squyers 

NaJljTige the speres / and the helmes bokelynge 

Gyggynge of ahoeldea / with layners lasyuge 25 

Ther aa ncde is / they were no thyng ydel 

The fomy steedes / on the golden brydel 

Gnawjnge / and faate the Amiuiers also 

"With fyle and hamet / prykyng to and fro 25 

Yemen on foote / and coTHmunea many oon 

With shorte stauea / tliikke as they may goou 

Pipes / trompes / Nakers / Claryounes 

That in the bataille / biowen blody aownes 26 

The paleys ful of peplea / vp and down 

Heer tbre / ther ten / holdynge hir queatioun 

Deuynynge / of thiae Thebans knyghtes two 

Somme seyde thus / soJJ'me aeyden it shal be so 26 

Sommo helden with hym / with the blake berd 

Somme witA the balled / somme with the thikke herd 

Somme seyde / he looked gtym / and he wolde fighte 

He hath a Bparth / of .xx. pound of wighte 25 

ThuB waa the halle / ful of deuynynge 

Longe after / pat the aoime gan to apryuge 

T The grete Theseus / Jjat of hia aleepe awaked 

With mynatmloye / and noyse J)«t was maked 25 

Held yet the chambres / of his paleys ryche 

Til ])ot the Thehah) knyghtes / bothe yhche 

Honoured /, weren in to the paleys fet 

IT Due Theaoua / is at a wyndow aef 25 

Arrayed / right aa he weere a god in Trone 

The peple preeseth / thiderward ful soone 

Hym for to seen / and doon heigh reuereaoe 

And eek / to herkne his heste / and hia sentence 26 

If An heraud on a Scaffold / made an .oo. 

Til al the noyao / of the peple waa ydo 



GROUP A. § 8. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 73 

And whan he say the peplo / of noyso al stille 

Thus shewed he / the myghty dukes willo 2536 

^ The lord hath / of his heighe discrecion) omtu] 

Considred / fat it were destruccioD) 

To gentil hlood / to fighten in the gyse 

Of moital hataille / now in this emprise 2540 

Whei foie / to shapen / fat they shal noght dye 

He wole / his firste purpos modifie 

^ No man ther fore / vp on peyne / of los of lyf* 

"No manere shof ne polax / ne short knyf* 2544 

In to the lystes sende / or thider hrynge 

Ne short swerd for to stoke / with point bitynge 

No man ne drawe / ne here it by his syde 

Ne no man / shal vn to liis felawe r\Mlo 2548 

Btit o conrs / with a sharp ygrounde spere 

ffoyne if hym list on foote / hym self to were 

And he fat is at meschief / shal be take 

And noght slayn / but be broght vn to the stake 2552 

That shal been ordeyned / on eyther syde 

But thider he shal hi force / and ther abyde 

And if so falls / the CMefteyn be take 

On outher syde / or ellis sleen his make 2556 

No lenger / shal the tourneying lasts 

God spede yow / go forth and ley on faste 

With long swerd / and with mace / fighteth your fille 

Go now youre wey / this is the lordes wills 2560 

IT The voys of peple / touched the heuene 

So loude cryde they / with loude steuene 

God saue swich a lord / that is so good 

He wilneth / no destruccion) of blood 2564 

H ^P goon the trompes / and the melodye 

And to the lystes / ryt the compaignye 

By ordinance / thurgh out the Citee large 

Hanged with clooth of gold / and noght with sarge 2568 

IT fiful lyk a lord / this noble due gan ryde 

Thise two Thebans / vp on eyther syde 
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And after rood the queene / and Emelye 

And after that* another compaignye 2572 

Of oon and oother / after hire degree 

And thus they passen / thurgh out the Citee 

And to the lystes / coome they bityme 

It nas nat of the day / yet fully pryme 2576 

^ Whan set was Theseus / ful lyche and hye [leaf m, back] 

Ypolita the queene / and Emelye 

And othere ladyes / in degrees aboute 

Vn to the setes / preeseth al the route 2580 

.i. sub Marte 

And westward / thrugh the gates vnder Marte 

Arcite / and eek the hundred of his parte 

With baner reed / is entred right anon 

% And in that selus momenl^ PalamoD) 2584 

Is vnder Venus / Estward in the place 

With baner whif / and hardy cheere and face 

In al the world / to seken vp and down 

So euene / with outen variacioun 2688 

Ther nere / swicho compaignyes tweye 

fiPor ther was noon so wys / pat koude seye 

That any hadde / of oother auantage 

Of worthynesse / ne of estaat ne age 2592 

So euene / were they chosen for to gesse 

And in two renges / faire they hem dresse 

IT Whan pat hir names / rad were euerichon 

That in hir nombre / gyle were ther noon 2596 

Tho were the gates shet* and cryd was loude 

Do now youre deuoir / yonge knyghtes proude 

% The heraudes / lefte hir prikyng< vp and down 

Now ryngen trompes loude / and Clarioun 2600 

Ther is namoore to seyn / but west* and Esf 

In goon the speres / ful sadly in the arest* 

In gooth the sharpe spore / in to the syde 

Ther seen men / who kan luste / and who kan ryde 2604 

Ther shyueren shaftes / vp on sheeldes thikke 

He feeleth / thurgh the herte spoon the prykke 
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Vp spryngeth speres / twenty foot on highte 

Out goon the swerdes / as the silaer hrighte 2608 

The helmes they tohewen / and to-ehrede 

Out brest the blood / with eteme stiemys rede 

"With myghty maces / the bones they tobreste 

He thuigh the thikkesf of the throng gan thieste 2612 

Thar stomblen steedes stronge / and donn gooth al 

He Tolleth ynder foof as dooth a bal 

He foyneth on his feef with his tronchoun 

And he hym hurteth / with his hors adoun 2616 

He thmgh the body is hurt* and sithen ytake [leaf ss] 

Maugree his heed / and broght vn to the Stake 

As forward was / right there he moste abyde 

Another / lad is on that oother syde 2620 

% And som tyme / dooth hem Theseus to reste 

Hem to refresshe / and drynken if hem leste 

fPul offce a-day / haue thise TheLaus two 

Togydre ymet* and wroght his felawe wo 2624 

Vnhorsed hath ech oother / of hem tweye 

Ther nas no tygre / in the vale of Gralgopheye 

Whan Jat hir whelp is stole / whan it is lyte 

So cruel on the hunte / as is Arcite 2628 

ffor lalous herte / vp on this Palamon) 

'Ne in Belmarye / ther nys so fel leon) 

That hunted is / or for his hunger wood 

Ne of his praye / desireth so the blood 2632 

As Palamon / to sleen his foo Arcite 

The lalous strokes / on hir helmes byte 

Out renneth blood / on bothe hir sydes rede 

H Som tyme an ende ther is / of euery dede 2636 

ffor er the sonne / vn to the reste wente 

The stronge kyng Emetrius / gan hente 

This Palamon / as he faught with Arcite 

And made his swerd / depe in his flessh to byte 2640 

And by the force of twenty / is he take 

Vnyolden / and ydrawen to the stake 
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And in the rescous / of this Palamon) 

The stronge kyng lygurge / is born adoun 2644 

And kyng Emetiius / f or al his strengths 

Is bom out of his sadel / a swerdes lengthe 

So hitte hym Palamon / er he were take 

But al for noghf he was broght to the stake 2648 

His hardy herte / myghte hym helpe naught' 

He moste abyde / whan Jat h© was caught* 

By force / and eek by composicion) 

IT Who sorweth now / but woful Palamon) 2652 

That moot namoore / goon agayn to fighte 

And whan fat Theseus / hadde seen this sighte 

Vn to the folk* / that foghten thus echon 

He cryde / hoo namoore / for it is doon 2656 

I wol be trewe luge / and nat partye [leaf 85, back] 

Arcite of Thebes / shal haue Emelye 

That by his fortune / hath hire faire ywonne 

Anon ther is a noyse of peple bigonne 2660 

ffor ioye of this / so loude and heigh with alle 

It semed / fat the lystes sholde falle 

IT What kan now faire Yenus / doon aboue 

What seith she now / what dooth this queene of loue 2664 

But wepeth so / for wantyng of hir wille 

Til j>at hir teerys / in the lystes fille 

She seyde / I am ashamed doutelees 

^ Satumus seyde / doghter hoold thy pees 2668 

Mars hath his wyl / his knyght* hath al his boone 

And by myn heed / thow shalt been esed soone 

^ The trompours / with the loude Mynstralcye 

The heraudes / fat ful loude yelle and crye 2672 

Been in hir wele / for ioye of daun Arcite 

But herkneth me / and stynteth noyse a lite 

Which a myracle / ther bifel anon 

IT This fierse Arcite / hath of his helm ydon 2676 

And on a Courser / for to shewe his face 

He priketh / endelong* the large place 
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Xiookyiig vpward / vp on this Emelye 

And she agayn / hym caste a freendly eye 2680 

[ 

. . . . ; .... no gap in the M8,^ 

And she was al his cheere / as in his herte 

Out of the ground / a furye Infernal sterte 2684 

ffirom Pluto senf at requeste of Satumo 

ffor which his hors / for feere gan to tame 

And leep asyde / and foundred as he leep^ 

And er ]>at Arcite / may taken keep« 2688 

He pighte hym / on the pomel of his heed 

That in the place / he lay as he were deed 

His brest to brosten / with his Sadel bowe 

As blak he lay / as any col / or crowe 2692 

So was the blood / yronnen in his face 

Anon he was ybom out of the place 

"With herte soor / to Theseus Paleys 

Tho was he coruen / out of his hameys 2696 

And in a bed ybroghf ful faire and blyue 

ffor he was yet* in memorie and alyue 

And alwey cryinge / after Emelye n«ifM] 

IT Due Theseus / with al his compaignye 2700 

Is comen hoom / to Atthenes his Citee 

"With alle blisse / and greet solempnytee 

Al be if ])at this auenture was falle 

He nolde noghf disconforten hem alle 2704 

^ Men seyde eek* Arcite / shal nat dye 

He shal been heelyd / of his maladye 

And of another thyng / they were as f ayn 

That of hem alle / was ther noon yslayn 2708 

Al were they soore yhurf and namely oon 

That wVt^ a Spere / was thirled the bresf boon 

IT To oothere woundes / and to broken armes 

Somme hadden salucs / and somme hadden charmes 2712 

ffermacyes of herbes and eek saue 

They dronken / for they wolde hir lymes haue 
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ffor which this notle due / aa he wel kan 

Conforteth / and honoureth euery nian 2716 

And made reuel / al the longc nyght" 

Ve to the strannge lordea / as was right" 

^ Ko ther was holdea to disconfitynge 

Eat aa a lustes / or a toumeyingo , 2720 

ffor soothly / there was no diaeonfituro 

(For faUyng' . nya nat but an auenture 

Ne to been had by force vn to the stake 

Vnyoldea / and with twenty knyghtea take 2724 

A pei-aone allone / with outen mo 

And haryed forth / by arm / foof / and to 

And eek his steedo / dryuen forth wttA, stauea 

With footmen / bothe yemen and eek knauea 2728 

It naa arretted hym / no vileynye 

Ther may no man / clepe it cowardye 

IT ffor which anoon / Due Theaeua leet crye 

To Btynten / al rancour and ennye 2733 

The gre / aa wel of oo ayde aa of oother 

And eyther ayde ylyt aa otherea brother 

And yaf hem yiftes / after hir degrao 

And fully heeld a feeste / dayea three 2736 

And oonueyed / the kynges worthily 

Out of his toun / a ioumee largely 

And hoom wente euery man / the righte way Oeaisa, tackj 

Thet was namoore / but fare wel haue good day 2740 

Of this bataille / I wol namoore ondite 

But speke of Palamon / and of Arcite [^ 'T^'"!^.''^- "*JJ 

ir I ^ Explicit secunda 

Sweileth the breat of Aicite/ and the soore ^^p[(p,rat»rd« 
Encreeae that hia herte / moore and moore * ''«'"" 
The clothered blood / for any lechecraft' 
Corrupteth / and is in hia bouk / ylaft" 
That neythei veyne blood / ne ventusynge 
Ne drynke of herhaa / may been hia helpynge 2748 

The vertu expulsyf / or atumal 
flro thilke vertu / clepyd natural 
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I^e may the venym / voyden ne expelle 

The pipes of his longes / gan to swelle 2752 

And euery lacerte / in his brest adown 

Is shenf with venym and corrapcioun 

Hym gayneth neither / for to gete his lyf 

Vomyt vpward / ne downward laxatyf* 2756 

Al is to brosten / thilke regioun 

Nature / hath no dominacioun 

And ccrteinly / ther nature wol nat werche 

fGare wel Phisyk* . go ber the man to cherche 2760 

This al and som / fat Arcita moot dye 

flPor which / he sendeth after Emelye 

And Falamon / fat was his cosyn deere 

Thanne seyde he thus / as ye shal after heere 2764 

^ 'Na.t may the woful spirit in myn herte 

Declare a point* of alle my sorwes sraerte 

To yow my lady / fat I loue moost* 

But I byquethe / the seruice of my goost* 2768 

To yow / abouen euery creature 

Syn fat my lyf / may no lenger dure 

Alias the wo / alias the peynes stronge 

That I for yow haue suffred / and so longe 2772 

Alias the deeth / alias myn Emelye neafsT] 

Alias / departyng* of oure compaignye 

Alias myn hertes queene / alias my wif 

Myn hertes lady / endere of my lyf 2776 

What is this world / what axeth men to haue 

I^ow with his loue / now in his colde graue 

[ 

2780 

no gap in the MS,] 

% I haue heer / with my cosyn Palamon) 

Had stryf and rancour / many a day gon) 2784 

ffor loue of yow / and for my lalousye 

And luppiter / so wys my soule gye 
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To speken / of a semaunt proprely 

"With circumstaunces alle / trewely 2788 

That is to seyn / trouthe / honour / knyghthede 

"Wisdom / humblesse / estaat / and heigh kynrede 

fi&edom / and al / that longeth to that art* 

So luppiter / haue of my soule part* 2792 

As in tliis world / right now ne knowe I non 

So worthy to been loued / as Palamon 

That serueth yow / and wol doon al his lyf* 

And if Jat euere / ye shal been a wyf* 2796 

fforyet nat Palamon / the gentil man 

And with that word / his speche faille gan 

ffor from his feet* vp to his brest was come 

The coold of deeth / fat hadde hym oucroome 2800 

And yet moore ouer / for in his armes two 

The vital strengthe / is lost* and al ago 

Oonly the Intellect* with oute moore 

That dwelled in his herte / syk and soore 2804 

Gan faillen / whan the herte felte deeth 

Dusked hise eyen two / and fayled breeth 

But on his lady / yet caste he his eye 

His laste word / was mercy Emelye 2808 

His spirit chaunged hous / and wente ther 

As I cam neuere / I kan nat tellen wher 

Therfore I stynte / I nam no dyuynystre 

Of soules / fynde I nat in this Eegistre 2812 

"Nq me ne lyst* thilke opynyons to telle 

Of hem / thogh fat they writen wher they dwelle 

Arcite is coold / ther Mars his soule gye 

Now wol I speken / forth of Emelye 2816 

T Shrighte Emelye / and howleth Palamon neaf 37, back] 

And Theseus / his suster took anon 

Swownynge / and baar hire fro the corps away 

"What helpeth it* to tarien forth the day 2820 

To teUen how she weepe / bothe eue and morwe 

ifor in swich caas / wommen haue swich sorwe 

HENGWRT 80 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. H«ng^wrt MS. 81 

IVlian )Kzt hir housbondes / been from hem ago 

That for the moore part* they sorwen so 2824 

Or ellis fallen / in swich a maladye 

That at the laste / c^rteinly they dye 

IT Infinite / been the sorwes and the tee^3^s 

Of olde folk* . and folk of tendre yeerys 2828 

In all the town for the deeth of this Theban 

ffor hym ther wepeth bothe child a[nd] man' 

So greet wepyng* was ther noon certayn ' 

Whan Ector was broghf al fressh yslayn '* 2832 

To Troye / alias the pit^ fat was ther 

Cracchynge of chekes / rentyng eek of beer 

Why woldestow be deed / thise wommen crye 

And haddest gold ynow / and Emelye 283G 

IT No man / myghte gladen Theseus 

Sauyng* his olde fader Egeiis 

That knew / this worldes transmutacioun 

As he hadde seyn it chauugen / bothe vp and down 2840 

loye after wo / and wo after gladnesse ' 

And shewed hem / ensample and lyknesse^ 

^ Right as ther deyed neuere man / quod he' Argumentum. 

That he ne lyued in erthe / in sora degree 2844 

Kight so / ther lyued neuere man he seyde 

In al this world / fat som tyme he ne deyde * 

This world nys but a thurghfare / ful of wo 

And we been pilgrymes / passynge to and fro 2848 

Deeth is an ende / of euery worldly soore 

And ouer al this / yet seyde he muchel mioore 

To this effect* ful wysly / to enhorte 

The peple / that they sholde hem reconforte 2852 

If Due Theseus / with al his bisy cure 

Caste now / wher that the sepulture 

Of goode Arcite / may best ymaked be 

And eek moost honurable / in his degree 2856 

And at the laste / he took conclusioi]) near 88] 

That ther / as first* Arcite and Palamou) 
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Hadden for loue / the bataille hem bitwene 

That in the selue groue / swoote and grene 2860 

Ther as he hadde / hise amorouse desires 

His compleinte / and for loue his hote fyres 

He wolde make a fyr / in which the office 

ffuneral / he myghte al acomplice 2864 

And leet anoon comaunde / to hakke and hewe 

The okes olde / and leyen hem on a rewe 

In colpons / wel arrayed for to brenne 

Hise officers / with swifte feet* they renne 2868 

And ryde anoon / at his comandement* 

And after this / Theseus hath ysenf 

After a Beere / and it al ouerspradde 

With clooth of gold / the richeste fat he hadde 2872 

And of the same suyte / he cladde Arcite 

Vp on his handes / his gloues white 

Eek on his heed / a coroune of laurer greene 

And in his hand / a swerd ful bright and keene 2876 

He leyde hym bare the visage / on the beere 

Ther with he weepe / pat pitee was to heere 

And for the peple / sholde seen hym alle 

Whan it was day / he broghte hym to the halle 2880 

That roreth / of the cryyng* and the sown 

Tho cam / this woful Theban Palamon) 

With flotry herd / and ruggy asshy heerys 

In clothes blake / ydropped al with teerys 2884 

And passyng* othere / of wepyng Emelye 

The rufulleste / of al the compaignye 

In as muche / as the seruyce sholde be 

The moore noble / and ryche in his degree 2888 

Due Theseus / leet forth thre steedes brynge 

That trapped weren in steel al gliterynge 

And couered with the armes / of daun Arcite 

Vp on thise steedes / grete and whyte 2892 

Ther seten folk / of which oon baar his sheeld 

Another his spere / vp on his hondes heeld 
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The thridde bar with hym / his bowe Turkeys 

Of hrend gold / was the caas / and eek the harneys 289 G 

And lyden forth a paas / with sorweful cheere Deaf ss, back] 

Toward the groae / as ye shul after heere 

The nobleste of the Grekys / fat ther were 

Vp on hir shuldres / carieden the beere 2900 

With 8lak[e] paas / and eyen rede and weete 

Thurgh out the Citee / by the maister streete 

That sprad was al with blak* and wonder hye 

Kight of the same / is the strete ywtye 2904 

Vp on the right hand / wente olde Egeus 

And on that oother syde /Due Theseus 

With vessels in hir hand / of gold ful fyn 

As fill of hony / melk / and blood and wyn 2903 

Eek Palamon / with ful greet compaignye 

And after that / cam woful Emelye 

With fyr in hande / as was that tyme the gyse 

To do the office / of funeral seruyse 2912 

IT Heigh labour / and greet apparaillynge 

Was at the seruyce / and the fyr makynge 

That wiiJi his grene tope / the heuene raughte 

And twenty fadme of brede / the armes straughte 2916 

This is to seyn / the bowes / were so brode 

Of stree first" ther was leyd many a lode 

But how the fyr was maked vp on highte 

Ne eek the names / how the trees highte 2920 

As ook / ffyrre / Birch / Asp / Alder / holm / popler 

Wylow / Elm / Plane / Assh / Box / Chestayn / lynde / laurer 

Mapul / Thorn / Beech / hasyl / Ew / Whippultree 

fiow they were feld / shal nat been told for me 2924 

'Ne how the goddes / ronnen vp and doun 

Desherited / of hir habitacioun 

In which they woneden / in reste and pees 

l^ymphes / flGawnes / and Amadrides 2928 

Ne how the beestes / and the bryddes alle 

ffledden / for fered / whan the wode was falle 
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29*6 how the grouud./ agast waa^of the lyght* 

That w«« jiitt wool' to seen, t{i%4|K)iime hrighf 2932 

Ne-how^ihe ^.^Fcu? couched fizst with atree 

And thanne with diye stikkeB / clouen a three 

And thanne with giene wodf / gnd spicezye 

And. thanne with clooth of gold / and with penje 2936 

And gerlandes hangynge / fpl of many a flour Dmtw} 

The Mirre / thjKM^B^s / with al so greet sauour 

fTe how Arcite / lay anioDg^j|^,this 

Kewhat richesse / aboute the body ia 2940 

I^e how that Emelye / aa waa the gyae 

Putte in the fyr / c^^ij^tjiijd aeruyae 

fTe how ahe awo^i^Tied / whu^ijfien made the fjt 

Nq what ahe ap^^ne what waa hir deair ^944 

Ke what luela / men in the fyr caate 

Whan fat the fyr waa greef and biente faate 

Ne how Bomm^ caate hir f^^dd / and aomme hir apere 

And.of hir yeatunentz / whiche fat they were 2948 

And coppea fulle of MUk / and wyn and blood 

In to the fyr / fai brente aa it were wood 

Ne how the Grekya / with^A^ huge route 

Thries ryden / al the fjr aboute 2952 

Vp on the left hand / with a loud ahoutynge 

And thries / with hir speres claterynge 

And thries / how the ladyes jgonne crye 

And how fat lad / was homward Emelye 2956 

"Ne how A^^te / ia brent to Asshen colde 

Ne how that lychwake / was yholde 

Al thilke nygfef ne how tiie^kya pleye 

The wake plpyes / ne kepe I noght to aeye 2960 

Who wrastleth best naked / with oille enoynf . 

Ne who fat baar hym best* in no disioynf 

I wol nat tellen al / how [that] they goon 

Hoom til Atthenes / whan the pleye is doon 2964 

But shortly to the poynf than wol I wende 

And maken / of my longe tale an ende 
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^ By proces / aud by leugthe of certeyn yeiys 

Al stynt is / the moornynge and the terys 2968 

Of Grekys / by oon general assent* 

Thanne semed me / ther was a parlement* 

At Atthenes / vp on a certeyn point* and caas 

Among the whiche pointes / y-spoken was 2D72 

To haue / with certeyn contrees alliance 

And haue fully / of Thebans obeisance 

ffor which this noble Theseus anon 

Leet senden / after gentil Palamon 2976 

Vnwist of hym / what was the cause and why [leaf w, baok] 

But in his blake clothes / sorwefully 

He cam at his comandement / in hye 

ThQ.sente Theseus / for Emelye 2980 

IT-Whan they were set* and bust was al the place 

And Theseus / abiden hath a space 

Er any word / cam from his wise brest/ 

His eyen sette he ther as washis lesf 2984 

And with a sad :visage / he siked stille 

And after that* light thus he seyde his wille 

IT The firste moeuere / of the cause aboue Note 

Whaki he first made / the fiaire cheyne of loue 2988 

Greet was theffect* and heigh was his entente 

Wei wiste he why / and what ther of he mente 

ffor with that faire cheyne of loue he boond 

The fyr / the Eyr / the water / and the loond 2992 

In certeyn boundes / fat they may nat flee 

That same Prince / and that moeuere quod he 

Hath stabliced / in this wrecched world adoun 

Certeine dayes / and duracioun 2996 

To al / that is engendred / in this place 

Guer the which day / they may nat pace 

Al mowe they yet / tho dayes abregge 

Ther nedeth / noon auctoritee to allegge 3000 

ffor it is proued / by experience 

But fat me list* declaren my sentence 
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Thanne may men wel / by tliis ordre discerno 

That thilke moeueie / stable is and eterne 3004 

Wel may men knowe / but it be a fool 

That eueiy part", is diiyued from his hool 

fEor nature / hath nat taken his bigynnyng* 

Of no partie / or of cantel of a thyng' 3008 

But of a thyng' . that parht is and stable 

Descendynge ho / til it b« comimpable 

And ther fore / for hia wise purueiaunce 

He hath / so wel biset his ordinaunce 3012 

That specia of thyngea / and progressions 

Shullen endurea / by succesaionH 

And noght eterne / with outen any lye 

This maiatow vnderstonde / and seen at lye 3016 

^ Loo the ook / that hath so long a norisshynge [leatwi 

ffro the tyme / that it first gynneth aprynge 

And hath so long a lyf / as ye may sea 

Yet at the laate / wasted is the tree 3020 

IT Considreth eek / how (tot the harde stoon 

Vnder oure foof on which we ryde and goon 

It wasteth / as it lyth hy the weye 

The brode Eyner / scm tyme weseth dreye 3024 

The grete townes / ae we wane and wende 

Thanne se ye / Jiat al this thyng hath ends 

Of man and womman / se we wei also 

That nedeth / in oon of thise tejToes two 3028 

This is to seyn / in youthe / or ellis age 

He moot be deed / the kyng* as shal a page 

6om in his bed / som in the depe see 

Som in the large feelii / as ye may se 3032 

Ther helpeth noghf al gooth that ilke weye 

Thanne may I seyn / fat al this thyng moot deye 

What maketh this S but luppiter the kyngi 

That is Prince / and cause of alle thyngi 303(> 

Conuertyng / al va to his prapre welle 

ffrom which he is diryued sooth to toUe 
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And heer agayns / no creature on lyue 

Of no degree / auailleth for to stryue 3040 

% Thanne is it wisdom / as it thynketh me 

To maken vertu / of necessitee 

And take it wel / fat we'may nat eschue 

And nameliche / that to vs alle is due 3044 

And who so gruccheth oght* he dooth folye 

And rebel is / to hym Jat al may gye 

And certeinly / a man hath moost honour 

To -dyen / in his excellence and flour 3048 

Whan he is siker / of his goode name 

Thanne hath he doon / his freend ne hym no shame 

And gladder oghte / his freend been of his deeth 

Whan with honour / yolden is vp his breeth 3052 

Than whan his name / apalled is for age 

flfor al forgeten is his vasselage 

Thanne is it best* as for a worthy fame 

To dyen / whan he is best of name 3056 

IT The contrarie of al this / is wilfulnesse 

Why grucchen we / why haue we heuynesse 

That goode Arcite / of chiualrie flour nMf40,bMk] 

Departed is / with duetee / and with honour 3060 

Out of this foule prison / of this lyf 

Why gruccheth heere / his cosyn and his wyf/ 

Of his welfare / fat loueth hem so weel 

Kan he hem thank* 9 nay good woot neuer a deel 3064 

That bothe his soule / and eek hem self oflende 

And yet they mowe / hir lustes nat amende 

IT What may I conclude / of this longe serye 

But after wo / I rede vs to be merye 3068 

And thanken luppiter / of al his grace 

And er we / departen from this place 

I rede we make / of sorwes two 

parfit loye / lastynge euere mo 3072 

And loketh now / wher moost sorwe is her Inne 

Ther wol I first* amenden and bigynne 
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IT Suster quod lie / tliis is my ful assent* 

With al thauys / heer of my parlement 3076 

That gentil Palamon / youre owene ki;iyghf 

That serueth yow / with wyl and herte myght* 

And euere hath doon / syn ye first hym knewe 

That ye shal of youre grace vp on hym rewe ^080 

And taken hym / for housbond and for lord 

Leen me youre hond / for this is oure acord 

Lat se now / of youre wommanly pitee 

He is / a kynges brother* gone pardee 3084 

And thogh he were / a poure Bachiler 

Syn he hath serued yow / so many a year 

And had for yow / so greet aduersitee 

It moste been .considred / leueth me ' 3058 

ffor gentil mercy / oghte to passen right* 

IT Thanne seyde he thus / to Palamon the knyght* 

I trowe / ther nedeth litel sermonyng* 

To make yow / assente to this thyng* ' 3092 

Com neer / and taketh youre lady by the hond 

Bitwixe hem / was maad anon the bond 

That highte matrymoigne / or mariage 

By al the conseil / and the Baronage 3096 

And thus / with alle blisse / and melodye 

Hath Palamon / ywedded Emelye 

And god /that al this world hath wroght iieaf4i] 

Sende hym his loue / that hath it deere aboght* 3100 

ffor now is Palamon / in alle wele 

Lyuynge in blisse / in richesse / and in heele 

And Emelye / hym loueth so tendrely 

And he / hir serueth so gentilly 3104 

That was ther no word hem bitwene 

Of Jalousie / or any oother teene 

Thus endeth Palamon / and Emelye 

And god saue / al this faire compaignye Amen ^ 3108 

% Here is ended the Knyghtes tale rSi 
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1[ The prologe of the Milleres tale ^ 

W 

l/W Han that the knyghf hadde thus his tale ytoold 
f f In al the compaignie / nas ther yong ne oold 

That he ne seyde / it was a nohle Storie 

And worthy / for to drawen to memorie 3112 

And namely / the gentils euerichon 

IT Oure hoost lough / and swoor so moot I gon 

This gooth aright* vnbokeled is the male 

Lat se now / who shal telle another tale 3116 

ffor trewely / the game is wel bigonne 

Now telleth ye sire Monk / if Jat ye konne 

Som what / to quite with the knyghtes tale 

IT The Millere / that for-dronken was a pale 3120 

So that vnnethe / vp on his hors he sat 

He nolde aualen / neither hood ne hat 

"Ne abiden no man / for his curteisye 

But in Pilates voys / he gan to crye 3124 

And swoor by armes / and by blood and bones 

I kan a noble tale / for the nones 

With which / I wol now quite the knyghtes tale 

IT Oure Hoost saugh / fat he was dronke of ale 3128 

IF And seyde / abyde Robyn leeue brother [kafii.bMk] 

Som bettre man / shal telle vs first another 

Abyde / and lat vs werken thriftily 

IF By goddes soule quod he / that wol naf I 3132 

ffor I wol speke / or eUis go my wey 

IF Oure Hoost answerde / tel on a deuele wey 

Thow art a fool / thy wit is ouercome 

IF Now herkneth quod the Millere / alle and some 3136 

But first* I make a protestacioun 

That I am dronke / I knowe it by my sown 

And therfore / if fat I mysspeke / or seye 

Wite it* / the ale of Southwerk* I preye 3140 
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for I wol telle / a legende and a lyf 

Bothe of a Gaipenter / and of his wyf 

How fat a clerk* hath set the wiightes cappe 

IT The Beue answerde / and seyde stynt thy clappe 3144 

Lai be / thy lowed dionkoDi harlotiye 

It is a synne / and eek a greet f olye 

To apeyren any man / or hym difiGune 

And eek to bryngen wynes / in swich £Eune - 3148 

Thow mayst ynow / of othere ihynges seyn 

IT This dronken Millerd / spak f nl soone ageyn 

And seyde / leeue brother Osewold 

Who hath no wyf / he is no Cokewoldf 3152 

But I seye nat therefore / fat thow art oon 

Ther been M goode wyues many oon 

[ 

no gap in the M8.] 3156 

Why artow angry / wit my tale now 

I haue a wyf pardee / as wel as thow 

Yet nolde I / for the oxen in my plough 

Take yp on me / moore than ynough 3160 

As demen of my self / pat I were oon 

I wol bileeue wel / pat I am noon 

An honsbonde / shal noght been Inqnisityf/ 

Of goddes pryuetee / nor of his wyf" 3164 

So he may fynde / goddes foyson there 

Of the remenanf nedeth noghf enquere 

IT What sholde I moore seyn / but this Millere 

He nolde his wordes / for no man forbere 

But tolde his cherles tale / in his manere 

Me athynketh / that I shal reherce it heere 

And ther-fore / euery gentil wight I preye [leaf 42] 

Demeth noghf for goddes loue / pat I seye 3172 

Of yuel entente / but for I moot reherse 

Hir tales alle / be they bet or werse 

Or ellis falsen / som of my matere 

And ther-fore / who so list it noght yhere 3176 
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Tume ouer the leef / and chese another tale 

ffor he shal fynde ynowe / grete and smale 

Of storial thyng* that toucheth gentilesse 

And eek moralitee / and hol}Tiesse 3180 

Blameth noght me / if pat ye chese amys 

The Millere is a cherl / ye knowe wel this 

So was the Reue eek* and othere mo 

And harlotrye / they tolden bothe two 3184 

Anyseth yow / and put me out of blame 

And eek* men shal noghf maken emest of game 

[Slight break in the M&] 
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% Here bigynneth the MQleiys tale {j^ 

fhOom ther was dweUyng at Ozenfarcl 
A liche gnof* that gestes heeld to bord 3188 

And of his Gzaft* he was a Carpenter 
With hym ther was dwellynge a poure Scoler . 
Hadde lemed arfc* bat al his ^ntasie 
Was tamed / for to leere Astrologie 3192 

And koade / a certeyn of condosipns 
To demen / by interrogadona 
If fat men axed hym / in certein houres 
Whan fat men shoMe haoe droghte / or ellis shooies 3196 
Or if men axed hym / what shal bifialle 
Of eaery thyng / I may nat rekene hem alle 
% This derk / was depyd hende Nicholas 
Of deme lone he koade / and of solas 3200 

And ther-to he was sleigh / and fdl pryaee 
And lyk a mayde meke / for to see 
A chombre hadde he / in that hostelrie 
Allone / with-outen any compaignye 3204 

fful fetisly dight / with herbes swoote 
And he hym self as sweete as is the roote 
Of lycorys / or any Cetnale [ie«f 42, back] 

His Almageste / and bookes grete and smale 3208 

His Astrelabye / longynge for his Art* 
His Aogiym stones / layen faire a part* 
On shelaes coached / at his beddes heed 
His presse / ycouered with a ffaldyng reed 3212 

And al abone / ther lay a gay Santrye 
On which / he made a nyghtes melodye 
So swetely / pat al the chambre roong* 
And Angelas ad virginem / he soong* 3216 

And after that* he soong the kynges note 
fftd often blissed was / his murye throte 
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And thus this swete clerk / his tyme spente 

After his freendes fyndyng* and his rente 3220 

IT This Carpenter / hadde wedded newe a wyf 

Which fat he louede / moore than his lyf 

Of .xviij. yeer / she was of age 

laloxLS he was / and heeld hire narwe in Cage 3224 

ffor she was wilde and yong / and he was old 

And denied hym self / been lyk a Cokewold 

He knew nat Caton / for his wit was rude 

That bad / man sholde wodde his similitude 3228 

Men sholde wedden / after hir estaat 

ffor youthe and Elde / is often at debaat 

But sith pat he / was fallen in the snare 

He moste endure / as oother folk* his care 3232 

IT fGeur was this yonge wyf / and ther with al 

As any wesele / hir body gent and smal 

A ceynt she werde / barred al of sylk/ 

A barmclooth / as whit as mome Mylk« 3236 

Vp on hir lendes / ful of many a goore 

Whit was hir smok* and broyden al bifoore 

And eek bihynde / on hir coler aboute 

Of col blak silk / -svith-Inne and eek wM-oute 3240 

The tapes / of hir white voluper 

Were of the same sute / of hir coler 

Hir filet brood of sylk* and set ful hye 

And sikerly / she hadde a likerous lye 3244 

fful smale ypulled / were hir browes two 

And tho were bent / and blake as is a slo 

She was ful moore / blisful on to see (leafis] 

Than is the newe / Pereionette tree 3248 

And softer / than the wolle is of a wether 

And by hir girdel / heeng a purs of lether 

Tasseled with silk / and period with latoun 

In al this world / to seken vp and doun 3252 

Ther nys no man so wys / pat koude thenche 

So gay a Popeloto / or swich a wenche 
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fhl blighter was jfi^ shynyng of hir hewe 

Than in the Tour / the noble yfoxged newe 3256 

But of hir soong* it was as loude and jeme 

As any swalwe / sittyng on a Berne 

Ther-to / she koude skippe / and make game 

As any kyde / or Calf / folwynge his dame 3260 

Hir mouth was sweete / as Bragot* or the meeth 

Or hoord of Apples / leyd in hey or heeth 

Wynsynge she was / as is a ioly Golf 

Loong as a Mast / and yprigfate as a bolt* 3264 

A brooch she baar / yp on hir loue coler 

Am brood / as is the boos of a Bokeler 

Hir shoes were laced / on hir legges hye 

She was a Frymeiole / a piggesnye 3268 

ffor any lord / to l^ggen in his bedde 

Or yet* for any good yeman to wedde 

% Now sire and eft sire / so bifel the cas 

That on a day / this hende Nicholas 3272 

ffil with this yonge wyf / to rage and pleye 

Whil JKzt hir housbonde / was at Osneye 

As clerkes been / ful subtil and ful queynte 

And pryuely / he caughte hire by the queynte 3276 

And seyde ywys / but if ich haue my wille 

ffor deme loue / of thee lemman I spille 

And heeld hire harde / by the haunche bones 

And seyde lemman / loue me al atones 3280 

Or I wol dyen / al so god me saue 

And she sproong* as a Colt dooth in the Traue 

And with hir heed / she wryed faste awey 

She seyde I wol nat kisse thee by my fey 3284 

Wy lat be quod ich / lat be Nicholas 

Or I wol crye / out harrow and alias 

Do wey youre handes / for youre curteisye [learis, back] 

i[ This Nicholas / gan mercy for to crye 3288 

And spak so faire / and profred hym so faste 

That she hir loue / hym graunted atte laste, 
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And swoor hir ooth / by Seiiit Thomas of Kent* 

That she wolde been / at his comaundement 3292 

Whan pat she may / hir leyser wel espie 

Myn housbonde / is so M of lalousie 

That but ye waite wel / and been pryuee 

I woot right wel / I nam but deed quod she 3296 

Ye moste been ful derne / as in this cas 

IT 'Naj ther of / care thee noght quod Nicholas 

A clerc hadde lutherly / biset his while 

But if he koude / a Carpenter bigyle 3300 

And thus they been acorded and y-swom 

To waite a tyme / as I haue told bifom 

Whan Nicholas / hadde doon thus euerydel 

And thakked hire / vp on the lendes wel 3304 

He kiste hir sweete / and taketh his sautiye 

And pleyeth faste / and maketh melodye 

IF Thanne lil it thus / fat to the parissh chirche 

Cristes owene werkes / for to wrrche 3308 

This goode wyf / wente on an haliday 

Hir forheed shoon / as bright as any day 

So was it wasshen / whan she leet hir werk* 

IT Now was ther of that chirche a parissh clerk* 3312 

The which / pat was yclepid Absolon 

Crul was his heer / and as the gold it shoon 

And strouted as a ffanne / large and brode 

fFul streight and euene / lay his ioly shode 3316 

His rode was reed / hise eyen greye as goos 

With Ponies wyndow / coruen on his shoos 

In hoses rede / he wente fetisly 

Yclad he was / ful smal and proprely 3320 

Al in a kirtel / of a hght waget 

fful faire and thikke / been the pointes set ^ i> aet uter] 

And ther vp on / he hadde a gay surplys 

As whif as is the blosme vp on the rys 3324 

A murye child he was / so god me saue 

Wel koude he laten blood / and clippe and shaue 
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And maken a oharke of lond / or Aqoiiaunce [Htf 44] 

On twenty manere / konde he trippe and daunce 3328 

After the scole / of Oxenfoid tho 

And with his legges / casten to and fro 

And pleyen songes / on a smal Eubible 

Thereto he soong som tyme / a loud quynyhle 3332 

And as wel / koude he pleye on a gyteme 

In al the town / nas Biewhons ne Taueme 

That he ne visited / with his solas 

Ther any gaylard tappestere was 3336 

Bat sooth to seyn / he was som del sqoaymons 

Of fEurtyng / and of speche danngeions 

f This Absolon / fat ioly was and gay 

Gooth with a sencer / on the haliday 3340 

Sensynge the wynes / of the parisshe taste 

And many a lonely look / on hem he caste 

And namely / on this Gaipenteis wyf 

To looke on hire / hym thonghte a mniye lyf 3344 

She was so propie and sweete and likerons 

I dar wel seyn / if she hadde been a Mons 

And he a cat* he wolde hir hente anon 

This parisshe clert this ioly Absolon 3348 

Hath in his herte / swich a lone longynge 

That of no wyf / ne took he noon of&ynge 

flfor cnrteisye / he seyde he wolde noon 

The Moone / whan it was nyghf ful brighte shoon 3352 

And Absolon / his gyteme / hath ytake 

ffor paramours / he thoghte for to wake 

And forth he gooth / iolyf and amorous 

Til he cam / to the Carpenters hons 3356 

A litel after the cokkes hadde yerowe 

And dressed hym vp / by a shot wyndowe 

That was / vp on the Carpenters wal 

He syngeth / in his voys / gentil and smal 3360 

Now deere lady / if thy wille be 

I prey yow / pat ye wol rewe on me 
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flful wel acordanf to his giternynge 

This Carpenter awook* and herde hym synge 3364 

And spak* vn to his wyf / and seyde anon 

What Alison / herestow noght Absolon 

That channteth thus / vnder oure bonres wal D^ u, back] 

IT And she / answerde hir honsbonde / ther with al 3368 

Yis god woot lohfl / I here it euerydel 

This passeth forth / what wol ye bet than wel 

ffro day to day / this ioly Absolon 

So woweth hire / fat hym is wo bigon 3372 

He waketh al the nyght* and al the day 

He kembed his lokkes brode / and made hym gay 

He woweth hire by meenes / and brocage 

And swoor / he wolde been hir owene page 3376 

He syngeth brokkyng* as a nyghtyngale 

He sente hir pymenf Meeth / and spiced Ale 

And wafres pipyng hoot / out of the gleede 

And for she was of towne / he prof red meede 3380 

ffor som folk / wol be wonnen for richesse 

And som for strokes / and som for gentilesse icaSit^Moi. 

Som tyme to shewe / his lightnesse and maistrye 

He pleyeth Herodes / vp on a scaffold hye 3384 

But what auailleth hym / as in this cas 

She loueth so / this hende Nicholas 

That Absolon / may blowe the Bukkes horn 

He ne hadde for his labour / but a scorn 3388 

And thus she maketh / Absolon hir Ape 

And al his emest / tumeth til a Tape 

fful sooth is this prouerbe / it is no lye 

Men seith right thus / alwey the neighe slye 3392 

Maketh / the ferre leeue to be looth 

ffor thogh J>at Absolon / be wood or wrooth 

By cause / pat he fer was from hir sighte 

This neighe Nicholas / stood in his lighte 3396 

IT Now here thee wel / thow hende Nicholas 

ffor Absolon / may waille / and synge alias 
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IT And BO bifel if on a Sateiday 

This CaipenteerY was goon til Osenay 3400 

And hende Nicholas / and Alison) 

Acoided been / to this conclnsioid 

That Nicholas / shal shapen hem a wile 

This sely laloniB honsbonde / to bigile 3404 

And if so be / this game wente aright* 

She sholde slepen / in his ann al njghf 

ffor this was hir desir / and his also Deaf 45] 

And light anoon / with-oaten woides mo ~ 3408 

This Nicholas / no lenger wolde tarie 

Bnt dooth fdl softe / vn to his chambie carie 

Bothe mete and diynke / for a day or tweye 

And to hir honsbonde / bad hir for to seye 3412 

If yat he axed / after Nicholas 

She sholde seye / she nyste wher he was 

Of al that day / she seigh hym nought wit^ lye 

She trowed / Jxit he was in maladye 3416 

ffor / for no cry/ hir mayde konde hym calle 

He nolde answere / for no thyng fait myghte f alle 

IT This passeth forth / al thilke Saterday 

That Nicholas / stille in his chambre lay 3420 

And eef and sleepe / or dide what hym leste 

Til Sonday / pat sonne gooth to reste 

IT This sely Carpenter / hath greet meruaille 

Of Nicholas / or what thyng myghte hym aillo 3424 

And seyde / I am adrad / by Seint Thomas 

It stondeth nat arighf with Nicholas 

God shilde / pat he deyde sodeynly 

This world is now / fal tikel sikerly 3428 

I seigh to day a corps / bom to chirche 

That now a monday last* I seigh hym wirche 

Go vp quod he / vn to his knane anoon 

Clepe at his dore / or knokke with a stoon 3432 

Looke how it is / and tel me boldely 

IT This knaue gooth hym vp / ful sturdily 
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And at the chainbre dore / whil fat he stood 

He cryde and knokked / as pat he were wood 3436 

What how / what do ye maister Nicholay 

How may ye slepen / al the longe day 

Bnt al for noght* he herde nat a word 

An hole he foond / M lowe vp on a bord 3440 

Ther as the Cat / was wont In for to crepe 

And at that hole / he looked In ful depe 

And atte laste / he hadde of hym a sighte 

^ This Mcholas / sat euere capyng vp-righte 3444 

As he hadde kiked / on the newe moone 

Adown he gooth / and tolde his maister soone 

In what array / he saw this ilke man [leaf 46, back] 

IT This Carpenter / to blessen hym bigan 3448 

And seyde / help vs seinte ffrideswyde 

A man woot litel / what hym shal bityde 

This man is falle / with his Astromye 

In som woodnesse / or in som Agonye 3452 

I thoghte ay wel / how fat it sholde be 

Men sholde noght knowe / of goddes pnnetee 

Ye bhssed be alwey / a lewed man 

That noghf bnt oonly lus bileue kan 3456 

So ferde another clerk* with Astromye 

He walked in the feeldes / for to prye 

Vp on the sterres / what ther sholde bifalle 

Til he was / in a Marie pit yfalle 3460 

He saw nat that* but yet by Seint Thomas 

Me reweth sore / for hende Nicholas 

He shal be rated / of his studiyng* 

If fat I may / by Ihe^us heuene kyng* 3464 

Get me a staf / fat I may vnder-spore 

Whil fat thow Eobyn / henest vp the dore 

He shal ont of his studyyng* as I gesse 

And to the chambre dore / he gan hym dresse 3468 

His knaue / was a strong carl / for the nones 

And by the haspe / he haaf it vp atones 
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In to the floor / the doie fil anoon 

This Nicholas / sat ay as stlUe as stoon 3472 

And eueie caped yp / in to the Eyi 

This Gaxpenter / wende he weie in despeyr 

And hente hym / by the sholdies myghtily 

And shook hym haide / and cryde spitously 3476 

What Nicholay / what how looke adoun 

Awake / and thenk on Ciistes passioun 

I douche thee / ftom Elues and ho wightes 

Ther-with the nyght spel / seyde he anon lightes 3480 

On fonie halues / of the hons aboute 

And on the thiesshfoilcl-/ on the doie with-oute 

JhetnoL cnsf and Seinf Benedighf 

Blesse this hous / from eneiy wikked wight* 3484 

ffor the nyghtesoerye / the white Pater, noster 

Where wentestow / seinte Petres suster 

And at the laste / this hende Nicholas [knf 4^ 

Gan for to sike soore / and seyde alias 3488 

Shal al the world / be lost eft soones now 

IT This Carpenter answerde / what seistow 

What thenk / on god / as we doon men pat swynke 

IT This Nicholas answerde / fecche me drynke 3492 

And after / wol I speke in pryuetee 

Of certein thyng / fat toucheth me and thee 

I wol telle it / noon oother man certayn 

IT This Carpenter gooth doun / and comth agayn 3496 

And broghte of myghty ale / a large quart* 

And whan pat eech of hem / hadde dronke his part* 

This Nicholas / his dore faste shette 

And doxin the Carpenter / by hym he sette 3500 

And seyde / lofin / myn boost* lief aud deere 

Thou shalt vp on thy trouthe / swere me heere 

That to no wight* thou shalt this conseil wreye 

Ifor it is cristes conseil / that I seye 3504 

And if thou telle it* man thou art forlore 

ffor this vengeaimce / thow shalt haue ther fore 
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That if thow wreye me / thow shalt be wood 

IT Nay Crist forbede it / for his holy blood 3508 

Quod tho this sely man / I nam no labbe 

And thogh I seye / I nam nat lief to gabbe 

Sey what thow wolt* I shal it neiiere telle 

To child ne wyf / by hym that harwed helle 3512 

IT Now lohfi quod Nicholas / I wol noght lye 

I haue yfounde / in myn Astrologye 

As I haue looked / in the moone bright* 

That now a monday next* at quarter nyght* 3516 

Shal falle a reyn / and that so wilde and wood 

That half so greet* was neuere Nowels flood 

This worid he seyde / in lasse than in an hour 

Shal al be dreynf so hidous is the shour 3520 

Thus shal man-kynde drenche / and lese hir lyf 

IT This Carpenter answerde / alias my wyf* 

And shal she drenche / alias myn Alisoun 

ffor sorwe of this / he fil almoost adoun 3524 

And seyde / is ther no remedie in this cas 

IT Why yis for gode / quod hende Nicholas 

If thow wolt werken / after loore and reed 

Thow mayst noght werken / after thyn owene heed 

ffor thus seith Salomon / pat was ful trewe 

"Werk al by conseil / and thow shalt noght rewe 

And if thow werken wolt* by good consayl 

I vndertake / with-outen mast* or sayl 3532 

Yit shal I saue hire / and thee and me 

Hastow nat herd / how saued was Noe 

Whan fat oure lord / hadde warned hym bifom 

That al the world / with water sholde be lorn 3536 

IT Yis quod this Carpenter / ful yore ago 

f Hastow nat herd / quod Nicholas also 

The sorwe of Noe / with his felaweshipe 

Er fat he myghte / gcte his wyf to shipe 3540 

Hym hadde leuere / I dar wel vndertake 

At thilke tyme / than alle hise wethcres blake 
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3528 










That she badd^ liad AsMpe / hk sdf «U^^ 

And thei^foie / wobIow Irbofe is best to d<»ie 3544 

This axeth liaste / and of any hastyf thyi]^ 

Hen znaj noght praehe / or miJten tariyng* 

AxLoon go getie yb filsle / in to this In 

Aknedyngtrogh^/orellisak^fmeljn 3548 

ffor eech of vs / bat looke fat they be laige 

In whicbe we mowen swymme / as in a barge 

AT>d bftT^ ther-Inne / TitailXe soffisatinf 

TB^ for a day / fy on tihe zemenaimt^ 3552 

The weAeat shal aslake / and goon away 

Abonte pcyme / yp on tibe nexte day 

But Bobyn may n«t wite of this / thy knaue 

H^e eek* thy mayde GiUe / 1 may nat sane 355$ 

Axe noght why / for thogh thou aze me 

I wol noght* telkn goddes pryuetee 

SofiSseth thee / but if tiiy wittes madde 

To han as greet a grace / as Koe hadde 3560 

Thy wif shal I wel sauen / oat of doate 

Go now thy wey / and speed thee hear aboute 

But whan thou hast / for hire and thee and me 

Ygeten vs / thise knedyng^ tubbes thre 3564 

Thanne shaltow hangen hem / in the roof ful hye 

That no man / of cure purueiance espye 

And whan thow thus hast doon / as I haue seyd [leaf 47] 

And hast oure vitaille / faire in hem yleyd 3568 

And eek an Ax / to smyte the corde atwo 

Whan pat the water cometh / fat we may go 

And breke an hole / an heigh yp on the gable 

Vn to the gardynward / ouer the stable 3572 

That we may frely / passen forth oure wey 

Whan fat the grete shour / is goon awey 

Thanne shaltow swynmie / as murye I vndertake 

As dooth the white doke / after his drake 3576 

Thanne woltow elope / how Alison / how John 

Be murye / for the flood wol passe anon 
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And thou wolt seyn / hail maister Nicholay 

Good morwe / I see thee wel / for it is day 3580 

And thanne shal we he lordes al oure lyf/ 

Of al the world / as Noe and his wyf/ 

But of thyng / I wame thee ful right 

Be wel anysed / on that ilke nyghf 3584 

That we heen entred / in to shippes bord 

That noon of vs / ne speke noght a word 

Ne clepe ne crye / but been in his prayere 

ffor it is / goddes owene heste deere 3588 

Thy wyf and thow / mote hange fer atwynne 

ffor pat bitwix yow / shal be no synne 

Kamoore in lookyng / than ther shal in dede 

This ordinaunce is seyd / go god thee spede 3592 

Tomorwe at nyght* whan men been alle aslepe 

In to onre knedyng* tubbes / wol we crepe 

And sitten there / abidyng goddes grace 

Go now thy wey / I haue no lenger space 3596 

To make of this / no lenger sermonyng* 

Men seyn thus / seend the wise and sey no thyng* 

Thow art so wys / it nedeth thee nat teche 

Go sane oure lyf* and that I thee biseche 3600 

f This sely Carpenter / gooth forth his wey 

fful ofte he seyde / alias and weylaway 

And to his wyf / he tolde his pn'uetee 

And she was war / and knew it bet than he 3604 

What al this queynte cast* was for to seye 

But nathelees / she ferde as she wolde deye 

And seyde alias / go forth thy wey anon cie»f 47, back] 

Help vs to scape / or we been dede echon 3608 

I am thy trewe / verray wedded wyf" 

Go deere spouse / and help to saue oure lyf 

IF Lo which a greet thyng / is affeccion) 

Men may dyen / of ymaginacion) 3612 

So depe / may impression) be take 

This sely Carpenter / bigynneth quake 
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Hym thynketh verrailiche / pat he may se 

l^oes flood / come walwyng as the see 3616 

To drenchen Alison) / his hony deere 

He wepeth / waileth / maketh sory cheere 

He siketh / with ful many a sory swogh 

And gooth / and geteth hym a knedyng* trogh 3620 

And after / a tubbe and a kymelyn 

And pryuely / he senle hem to his In 

And heeng hem / in the roof in pnuetee 

His owene hand / he made laddres thre 3624 

To clymben / by the ronges and the stalkes 

Vn to the tubbes / hangyng* in the balkes 

And hem vitailed / bothe trogh and tnbbe 

With breed and chese / and good ale in a lubbe 3628 

Sufl&synge right ynogh / as for a day 

But er J>at he hadde maad / al this array 

He sente his knaue and / eek his wenche also 

Vp on his nede / to london for to go 3632 

And on the monday / whan it drogh to nyghf 

He shette his dore / with-outen candel lyghfr 

And dressed alle thyng' as it sholde be 

And shortly / vp they clomben alle thre 3636 

They seten stille / wel a furlong way 

Now Pater noster / clom seyde Mcholay 

And clum quod John / and clum seyde Alison) 

This Carpenter / seyde his deuocion) 3640 

And stille he sit* and biddeth his prayere 

Awaitynge on the reyn / if he it heere 

IF The dede sleepe / for wery bisynesse 

ffil on this Carpenter / right as I gesse 3644 

Aboute corfew tyme / or litel moore 

fFor trauaillyng of his goost* he groneth score 

And eft he routeth / for his heed myslay [leaf 48] 

IF Doun of the iaddre / stalketh Nicholay 3648 

And Alison) / ful softe adoun she spedde 

With-outen wordes mo / they goon to bedde 
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Ther as the Carpenter / is wont to lye 

Ther was the reuel / and the molodye 3652 

And thus lyth Alison) / and Nicholas 

In bnsynesse of myrthe / and in solas 

Til that the belle of laudees / gan to rynge 

And freies in the chauncel / gonne synge 3656 

H This parish clerk* this amorous Absolon) 

That is for loue / alwey so wo bigon' 

Vp on the monday / was at Osneye 

With compaignye / hym to disporte and pleye 3660 

And axed vp on caas / a Cloistrer 

flEul pryuely / after John the Carpenter 

And he drogh hym a part* out of the cherche 

And seyde I noot* I saugh hym here noght werche 3664 

Sith Saterday / I trowe fat he be went 

ffor tymber / ther cure Abbot hath hym sent* 

ffor he is wont* for tymber for to go 

And dwellen atte graunge / a day or two 3668 

Or ellis / he is at his hous certeyn 

Where Jjat he be / I kan noght soothly seyn 

IF This Absolon / ful iolyf was and lyghf 

And thoghte / now is tyme to wake al nyghf 3672 

ffor sikerly / I saugh hym noght stirynge 

Aboute his dore / syn day bigan to sprynge 

So mote I thryue / I shal at Cokkes crowe 

£Fal pnuely / knokken at hys wyndowe 3676 

That stant ful lowe / vp on his boures wal 

To Alison / now wol I tellen al 

My loue longyng* . for yit I shal nat mysse 

That at the leeste wey / I shal hir kisse 3680 

Som manere confort* / shal I haue parfay 

My mouth hath icched / al this longe day 

That is a signe of Idssyng* at* the leeste 

Al nyght me mette eek / I was at a feeste 3684 

Ther-fore I wol go slepe / an houre or tweye 

And al the nyghf than wol I wake and pleye 
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If Whan fat the firsts cole hath i 

Vp riflt / this ioly louere Ahsolon 

And hym. arrayeth gay / at point deuys 

But first / he cheweth grajn and likorya 

To Bmellon swete / er he hadde kemhd his heer 

Vnder his tonge / a trewe !oue he beer 

fibr ther by / wonde he to be gracious 

He rometh / to the Carpenters hous 

And atille he stanf vnder the shot wjndowe 

Vn to hJB bresf it raughte / it waa so lowe 

And ofte he coghyth / with a semy sown 

What do ye hony comb / swete Alisoun 

My faire tryd / my swete cynamone 

Awaketh lenuuan myn / and speketh to me 

■1 htel thynkeu ye / vp on my wo 
That for youre loue / 1 swete ther I go 
No wonder is / thogh pat I swelte and swete 
I moome / as dooth a lamb / after the tete 
Ywis leniman / I haua swich loue longyng* 
That lyk a turtle trewe / is my moornyng' 
I may nat ete / namoore than a mayde 
IT Go fro the wyndow / lakke fool she aayde 
Ab help me god / it wol nat be com pa me 
I lone another / and elUa I were to blame 
Wei bet than thee / by Ihega Abaolon 
Go forth thy wey / or I wol caste a stoon 
And lat me slepe / a twenty deuele wey 
if ATIhh quod Absolon / and weilawey 
That trewe loue / was euere so jniel bisef 
Thanne kya me / syn Jwt it may be no bef 
ffor Ihesus loue / and for the loue of me 
IF Woltow thanne / go thy wey ther-with quod she 
IT Ye certes lemraan / quod this Ahsolon 
IT Thanne make thee redy quod she / I come anon 

[ 

no gap in the MS.^ 

IT This Absolon / doun sette hym on his knees 
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And seyde / 1 am a lord / at alio degrees 3724 

ttbr after this / I hope ther cometh moore 

Lemman thy grace / and swete bryd thyn oore 

IT The wyndow she vndooth / and that in haste 

Haue do quod she / com of and speed thee faste 3728 

Lest pat oure neghebores / thee espye [leaf 40] 

If This Absolon / gan wipe his mouth ful drye 

Derk was the nyght* as pych / or as the cole 

And at the wyndow / out she putte hir hole 3732 

And Absolon / hjm fil no bet ne wers 

But with his mouth / he kiste hir naked am A Nota malum qoui 

fful sauourly / er he were war of this 

Abak he sterte / and thoghte it was amys 3736 

ffor wel he wiste / a womman hath no herd 

He felte a thyng al rogh / and longe y-herd 

And seyde fy alias / what haue I do 

If Te hee quod she / and clapte the wyndow to 3740 

And Absolon / gooth forth a sory paas 

If A herd / a herd / quod hende Nicholas 

By goddes corpus / this gooth faire and wel 

If This sely Absolon / herde euery del 3744 

And on his lippe / he gan for anger byte 

And to hym self / he seyde I shal thee quyte 

H Who rubbeth now / who froteth now his lippes 

With dust* with sond / with straw / vriih clooth/ wit^ chippes 

But Absolon / pai seith ful ofte alias 

My soule / bitake vn to Sathanas 

But me were leuere / than al this town quod he 

Of this despif awreken for to be 3752 

Alias quod he / alias I ne hadde ybleynt* 

His bote loue was coold / and al yqueynt 

ffor fro that tyme / pat he hadde kist hir ers 

Of paramours / he sette noght a kers 3756 

ffor he was heelyd / of his maladye 

fful ofte paramours / he gan defye 

And weep / as dooth a child pat is ybete 

A softe paas / he went^ouer the strete 3760 

HENGWRT 107 



108 ORotTP A. § 4. millbr'b talb. Hengvrt KB. ^^^| 


Vii til a amyth / men clepen daun Gerueya 




That in liia forge / amjtlied plogh hameys 




He aharpeth shaar/ and cultour bisily 




This Absolon / knokketli al eeUy 


3764 


And seyde / vndo Gerueya and that anoon 




IT What who artowV it am I Abaolon 




What Ahaolon / what Criates ewete tree 




Why rise ye so rathe / ey benedicitee 


3768 


What eyleth yow / BOm gay gerl / god it woof 


[Uar*s,bMki 


Hath broght vow thus / vp on the Tiritooe 




By Seinte note / ye woot wd what I mene 




IT Thia Ahaolon / ne roghte nat a bene 


3772 


Of al hia p!ey / no word agayn he yaf* 




He "hadde moore tow / on hia dyataP 




Than Gerueya knew / and seyde freend so deere 




That hoote cultour / in the chymenee heere 


3776 


Afl lene it me / I haue ther-with to doone 




I -wol btynge it thee / ngayn ful soone 




m Gerueys answerde / certes were it gold 




Or in a poke / noblea al vntold 


3780 


Thow aholdcst haue / as I am trewe Smyth 




Ey Criates foo / what wol ye do ther-with 




IT Iher-of quod Abaolon / be as be may 




I ahal wel teUe it thee / another day 


3784 


And caughte the cultour / by the colde atele 




flul Bofte / out at the dore he gan to atele 




And wente / vn to the Carpenters wal 




He cogheth first and knokketh ther with al 


3788 


Vp on the wyndow / right aa he dide er 




ir Thia Alison answerde / Who ia therf 




That knotketh so / 1 warante it a theef 




f Wy nay quod he god woof my swete hef 


3792 


I am thyn Absolon / my derelyug' 




Of gold quod ho / I haue thee broght a ryngi 




My moder yaf it me / ao god me saue 




ffiil fyn it is / and ther-to wel ygraue 


3796 
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This wol I yeuen thee / if thow me kisse 

IT This Nicholas / was risen for to pisse 

And thoghte / he wolde amenden al the Jape 

He sholde kisse his ers / er pat he scape 3800 

And vp the wyndow / dide he hastely 

And out his ers / he putteth pryuely 

Ouer the buttok / to the haunche bon 

IF And ther-with / spak« this clerk* this Absolon 3804 

Spek swete herte / I noot noght wher thow art* 

This Nicholas / anoon leet fle a fart* 

As greet* as it hadde been a thonder denf 

That with the strook* he was almoost yblenf 3808 

And he was redy / with his Iran hoot* Deaf mi 

And Nicholas / in the ers he smoot* 

Of gooth the skyn / an handbrede aboute 

The hoote cultour / brende so his toute 3812 

That for the smert* he wende for to dye 

As he were wood / for wo he gan to crye 

Help water / water / help for goddes herte 

IF This Carpenter / out of his slomber sterte 3816 

And herde oon cryen water / as he were wood 

And thoghte alias / now cometh Nowelys flood 

He sette hym vp / with-oute wordes mo 

And with his ax / he smoot the corde atwo 3820 

And down gooth al / he foond neither to selle 

Ne breed ne ale / til he cam to the Celle 

Vp on the floor / and there aswowne he lay 

IF Vp stirte hire / Alison and Nicholay 3824 

And cryden out and harrow / in the Strete 

The neghebores / bothe smale and grete 

In ronnen / for to gauren on this man 

That aswowne lay / bothe pale and wan 3828 

ffor with the fal / he brosten hadde his arm 

But stonde he moste / vn to his owene harm 

ffor whan he spak / he was anon bore doun 

With hende Nicholas and Alisoun 3832 
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Thoy tolden eueiy man / jiat he was wood 

He was agast so / of Nowelys flood 

Xhurgh fantaaie / fat of Ida vanytea 

He hadde yboght hym / knedyng tubbeiB tliro 3836 

And haddo hem hanged / in tha roof aboiie 

And fat he preyde hem / for goddeB lone 

To sitten in the roof / par compaignye 

IT The folk gsn kughen / at hia fantusye 1840 

In to the roof / tJiey kikon and they cape 

And turned al his haiin / vn to a lapn 

ffor what so / pat this Carpenter finswerde 

It waa for noght' no man his reson herde 3844 

With othes grete / he waa so sworn adoun 

That he was holden wood / in al the toim 

ffor enery clerk / aaion right heeld with oother 

They seyde / the man was wood / my leouc brother 3848 

And euary wighf gan laughen at this stryP [k:.! m, iintii 

Thus BWyned / was the Carpenters wyP 

ffor al his kopyng' and hia lalousye 

And Absolon / bath kist hir nether Tye 3852 

And Nicholas / is scalded in the toute 

This tale is doon / and god saue al the route 

(3) II Here is ended / the Millerya tale. 

[No gap in the MS.] 
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(S^ If The prologe / of the Beues tale 

fHan folk hadde laughen / at this nyce cas 
Of Ahsolon / and hende Nicholas 3856 

Diuerse folk / diuersely they seyde 
But for the moore part* they lowe and pleyde 
Ne at his tale I seigh no man hym greue 
But it were oonly / Osewold the Reue 3860 

By-cause he was / of Carpenters craft* 
A litel Ire / is in his herte ylaft* 
He gan to grucche / and blamed it a lite 
So the ik quod he / ful wel koude I thee quyte 3864 

With bleryng* of a proud Millerys lye 
If fat me liste / speke of rybaudye 
But ik am oold / me list no pleye for age 
Gras tyme is doon / my fodder is now forage 3868 

This white tope / writeth myne olde yerys 
Myn herte / is also mowled / as myne herys 
But if ik fare / as dooth an Openers 

That ilke fruyf is euer longer the wers 3872 

Til it be roten / in Mollok / or in stree 
We olde men / I dredo so fare we 
Til we be roten / kan we noght be rype 
We hoppe alwey / whil pat the world wol pipe 3876 

fPor in oure wil / ther stiketh ever a nayl 
To haue an hoor heer / and a grene tayl 
As hath a leek / for thogh oure myght be goon 
Oure wil desireth folic / euere in oon 3880 

ffor whan we may noght* doon / than wol we speke 
Yet in oure asshen olde / is fyr yreke 
ffoure gleedes haue we / whiche I shal deuyse [leaf 5i] 

Auauntyng* lyyng* Anger Coueitise 3884 

Thise foure sparkles / longen vn to eelde 
Oure lymes / mowe wel been vnweeldo 
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Bat wil ne shal noglit fjGdIlen / that is soolili 

And yet I hane alwey / a coltes tooth 3888 

As many a yeer / as it is passed henne 

Syn yat my tappe of lyf / bigan to lenne 

fEbr sikerlik* whan ik was boie anon 

Deeth diogh the tappe of lyf / and leet it goon 3892 

And eueie sith / hath so the tappe yronne 

Til fat almoost / al empty is the tonne 

The stieem of lyf / now dioppeth on the chymbe 

The sely tonge / may wel lynge and chymbe 3896 

Of wiecchednesse / fab passed is ful yooie 

"With olde folk / saue dotage is namoore 

IT Whan fat ovxe hoosf hadde heid this sennonyng* 

He gan to spel^e / as lordly as a kyngi 3900 

He seyde / what amoxinteth al this wit 

What shal we speke al day / of holy writ 

The denel made / a Bene for to preche 

Or of a Sonter^ / a Shipman / or a leche 3904 

Sey forth thy tale / and tarie noght the tyme 

Lo Depeford / and it is half wey pxyme 

Lo Grenewych / ther many a sherewe is Tnne 

It were al ijme / thy tale to bigynne 3908 

IT Now sires / quod this Osewold the Reus 

I pray yow alls / fat ye noght yow greue 

Thogh I answere / and som del sette his howiie 

ffor leueful is / with force / force of showue 3912 

This dronken Myllere / hath ytoold vs heer 

How fat I bigiled was a Carpenter 

Perauenture in scorn / for I am oon 

And by yoiire leue / I shal hym quyte anon 3916 

Right / in his cherles termes / wol I speke 

I pray to god / his nekke mote to-breke 

He kan wel / in myn eye / seen a staike 

But in his owene / he kan noght seen a balke 3920 

\No gap in the MS!] 
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AT Trompyngtofl / nat fer fro Cantebrygge H«n»Mo 

Ther gooth a brook / and ouer that a brygge 
Yp on tbe wbicli brook / ther stant a Melle [i«rf6i,i»ck] 
And this is verray soothe / fat I yow telle 3924 

A Millere was ther dwellyng many a day 
As any Pecok* he was proud and gay 
Pipen he koude / and fisshe / and nettes beete 
And tome coppes / and wel wrastle and sheete 3928 

And by his belt* he baar a long Panade 
And of a swerd / ful trenchaunt was the blade 
A ioly poppere / baar he in his pouche 
Ther was no man / for peril dorste hym touche 3932 

A Sheffeld thwitel / baar he in his hose 
Round was his face / and camuse was his nose 
As piled as an Ape / was his skulle 
He was a Market betere / atte fulle 3936 

Ther dorste no wight* hand vp on hym leggt. 
That he ne swoor / he sholde anon abegge 
A theef he was for sothe / of corn and mele 
And fat a sleigh / and vsant for to stele 3940 

His name was hoten / deynous Symkyn 
A wif he hadde / comen of noble kyn 
The person of the toun / hir fader was 
With hire he yaf / ful many a panne a bras 3944 

ffor pat Symkyn / sholde in his blood allye 
She was yfostred / in a Nonnerye 
ffor Symkyn / wolde no wyf as he sayde 
But she were wel ynorissed and a mayde 3948 

To sauen / his estaat of yemanrye 
And she was proud / and peert as is a pye 
A ful fair sighte / was it vp on hem two 
On Iialidayes / bifomhire wolde he go 3962 
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With his tipef wounden aboute his heed 

And she cam after / in a gyte of redd 

And Symkyn / hadde hosen of the same 

Ther doiste no wight* clepen hire but dame 3966 

Was noon so hardy / fat wente by the weye 

That with hire / dorste rage / or ones pleye . 

But if he / wolde be slayn of Symkyn 

With panade / or with knyf» or boydekyn 3960 

ffor lalous folk / been p^rilonse eneremo 

Algate / they wolde Mr wyues wenden so 

And eek / for she was som del smoterlich [Mm 

She was as diyne / as water in a dich 3d64 

And fdl of hoker / and of bismare 

Hir thoghte / fat a lady sholde hir spare 

What for hir kynrede / and hir nortelrye 

That she hadde lemed / in the Nonnerye 3968 

A doghter hadde they / bitwix hem two 

Of twenty yeer / with oaten any mo 

Sanyng a child / pat was of hal[f] yeer age 

In Cradel it lay and was a propre page 3972 

This wenche / thikke and wel ygrowen was 

With camuse nose / and eyen greye as glas 

With buttokes brode / and brestes roimde and hye 

But right fair was hir heer / I wol nat lye 3976 

IF The person of the toun / for she was so fair 

In purpos was / to maken hire his heir 

Bothe of his catel / and his Mesuage. 

And straunge he made it* of hir mariage 3980 

His purpos was / for to bistowe hir hye 

In to som worthy blood of Auncetrye 

ffor holicherches good / moot been despended 

On holicherches blood / pat is descended 3984 

Ther-fore he wolde his holy blood honoure 

Thogh pat he / holy chirche sholde deuoure 

IT Greet sokne / hath this Millere out of doute 

With whete and malf of al the lande aboute 3988 
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And nameliche / ther was a greet Collegge 

Men clepeth / the soler halle of Cantebregge 

Ther was hir whete / and eek hir malt ygroundc 

And on a day / it happed in a stounde 3992 

Syk was this maunciple / on a maladie 

Men wenden wisly / pat he sholde dye 

ffor which this Millere / stal bothe mele and com 

An hondred tyme / moore than biforn 3996 

ffor ther biforn / he stal but curteisly 

But now / he was a theef outrageously 

ffor which the wardeyn / chidde and made fare 

But ther-of / sette the Millere noght a tare 4000 

He craked boost / and swoor it was noght so 

Thanne were ther / yonge poure scolers two 

That* dwelten in the halle / of which I seye [leaf 52, back] 

Testyf they were / and lusty for to pleye 4004 

And oonly / for hir myrthe and reuerye 

Yp on the wardeyn / bisily they crye 

To yeue hem leue / but a litel stounde 

To go to Mille / and seen hir com ygrounde 4()0S 

And hardily / they dorste leye hir nekke 

The Millere / sholde noght stelen hem half a pekk© 

Of com by sleighte / ne by force hem reue 

And atte laste / the wardeyn yaf hem leuo 4012 

lohn highte that oon / and Aleyn highte that oother 

Of oon town were they born / jjat highte Strother 

ffer in the North / I kan noght telle where 

This Aleyn / maketh redy al his gere 40 16 

And on an hors / the sak he caste anon 

fforth gooth Aleyn the clerk/, and also lohn 

With good swerd / and with bokeler by his syde 

lohfi knew the wey / hym neded no gyde 4020 

And at the Mille / the sak adoun he layth 

IF Aleyn spak first* al hayl Symkyn in fayth 

How fares thy faire dopjhtor / and thy wyf 

IF Aleyn wel come / quod Symkyn by my lyf 4024 

HENGWRT 116 



116 QRonp A. § e. EBBVKB TALE. Henffwrt H8 


H 


And loEfl alao / how uow / what do ye here 


^1 


IT By god quod lohfl-/ Symoad oede has na paere 


^1 


Hym bihoues seme hym self / fat has na swayn 


^H 


Or elliB / he is a fool / aa clerkea aayn 


4028 ^M 


Oiire maunciple / I hope he woJ be deed 


^H 


Swa werkea ay / the wanges in his beed 


^^1 


And thei^-fore is I come / and eek Alayn 


^^1 


To giynda oure cnm / and carie it heem agayn 


4032 ^M 


I piay yow / speed vs heythen / what ye may 


^M 


f It ehal he doon / quod Symkyn by my fay 


^M 


What wol ye doon / whil fat it is in hande 


^M 


By god / right by the hopei- / wol I atande 


H 


Quod lohfi / and ee how the com gas In 


^1 


Yet saw I neuere / by ray fader kyn 


^1 


How pat the hoper / waggea til and fra 


H 


IT Aleyn anawerde / loban wiltow swa 


4040 H 


Thanne wol I be byneth / by iny erown 




And ae / how fat the melo falles down 


^1 


In to the trogh / that sal he my desporf 


[lenfU] ^M 


ffor Io6b in faith / I may been of youre sort' 


404 1 '^M 


I ia as ille a MiUere / as ar ye 


^M 


IT This MiUere / smyled of hir nycetee 


H 


And thoghte / al this nys doon / but for a wyle 


^1 


They wene / fat no man may hem bigilo 


una ^M 


But by my thrift / yet ahal I blere hir lye 


^H 


ffor al the sleighte / in hir Phialophye 


^H 


The moore queynte erekya / fat they make 


^1 


The moore wol I atele / whan I take 


4062 ■ 


In stede of flour / yet wol I yeue hem bren 


^1 


The gretteat clerkes / been noght the wLieat men 


^M 


As whilom to the wolf- thus spak the mare 


^1 


Of al hir arf counte I noght a tare 


^1 


Out of the dore / he gooth ful pryuely 


^1 


"Whan fat he aaugh his tyme / aoftely 


^1 


He looketh vp and donn / til he hath foimde 


^1 


The clerkes hors / thor na it stood ybounde 


4060 ^M 


HENQWRT lis 


J 



GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Hengwrt MS. 117 

Bihynde the Mille / vnder a leefsel 

And to the hors / he gooth hym faire and wel 

He strepeth of the bridel / right anon 

And whan the hors was laus / he gynneth gon 4064 

Toward the fen / ther wilde mares renne 

And forth with wehe / thurgh thikke and thenne 

This Millers gooth ayein / no word he seyde 

But dooth his note / and with the clerkes pleyde 4068 

Til fat hir corn / was faire and wel ygrounde 

And whan the mele / was sakked and ybounde 

IT This John gooth out* and fynt his hors away 

And gan to crye / harrow and weilaway 4072 

Oure hors is losf . Alayn for goddes banes 

Step on thy feet / com of man al atanes 

Alias oure wardeyn / has his palfrey lorn 

IT This Alayn al forgat* bothe mele and com 4076 

Al was out of his mynde / his housbondrye 

What whilk wey is he gane / he gan to crye 

IF The wyf cam lepyng* Inward with a ren 

She seyde alias / youre hors gooth to the fen 4080 

With wilde mares / as faste as he may go 

Vnthank come on his hand / fat boond hym so 

And he Jjat bettre / sholde haue knyt the reyne [leaf 5s, back) 

IT Alias quod John / Aleyn for Cristes peyne 4084 

Lay doun thy swerd / and I wol myn alswa 

I is ful wight / God waaf as is a ra 

By god hert* he sal nat scape vs bathe 

Why ne had thow / pit the capil in the lathe 4088 

U hail / by god Alayn / thow is a fonne 

IF This sely clerkes / haan ful faste yronne 

Toward the fen / bothe Alayn and eek lohn 

And whan the Millere seigh / J)at they were gon 4092 

He half a busshel / of hir flour hath take 

And bad his wyf / go knede it in a cake 

He seyde I trowe / the clerkes were aferd 

Yet kan a Millere / maken a clerkes herd 4096 
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ffor al his art* ye lat hem goon hii tjrejo 

IiO where he gooth / ye lat the duldrai pleye 

They gete hym noght so lightly / by my eroun 

f Thise sely derkes*/ rennen vp and doun 4100 

With keep /keep / stand / stand / lossa vroxderete 

Ga whistle thow / and I sal kepe hym heeie 

But shortly / til ^t it was verray nyghf 

Ihey konde noghf thogh they dide al hir myght* 4104 

Hir capyl cacche / he ran alwey so taste 

Til in a dych / they caughte hym at the laste 

f Wery and weet* as beest is in the reyn 

Ck»ath sely lohn / and with hym comth Aleyn 4108 

Alias quod lohfi / ihe day ^t 1 was bom 

Now ar we drynen / til hethyng and til scorn 

Onre com is stole /men wil ys foolis caUe 

Bo^e the wardeyn / and onre felawes aUe 4112 

And namely the Uillere / weilawey 

f Thus pleyneth lollil / as he gooth by the wey 

Toward the Mille / and Bayard in his hond 

Hie MiUere / sittyng by the fyr he f ond 4116 

ffor it was nyghf and ferther myghte they noghf 

But for the loue of god / they hym bisoghf 

Of herberwe and of ese / as for hir peny 

IT The Millere seide agayn / if ther be eny ; 4120 

Swich as it is / yet shal ye haue youre parf 

Myn hous is streyf but ye ban lemed arf 

Ye kan by argumentz / make a place [*«»' w] 

A myle brood / of twenty foot of space 4124 

Lat se now / if this place may suffise 

Or make it rowm with speche / as is youre gyse 

f !N"ow Symond seyde this lohn / by seint CutbercJ 

Ay is thou myrie / and that is faire answerd 4128 

I haue herd seye / men sal tab of twa thynges 

Swilk as he fyndes / or tak* swilk as he brynges 

But specialy / I pray thee boost deere 

Get vs som mete and drynke / and make vs cheere 4132 
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And we wol payen / trewely atte fulle 

With empty hand / men may none haukes tulle 

Lo heere onre siluer / redy for to spende 

f This Millere in to town / his doghter sende 4136 

ffor ale and breed / and rosted hem a goos 

And boond hir hors / it sholde namoore go loos 

And in his owene chambre / hem made a bed 

With shetes and witA chalons / faire yspred 4140 

Noght from his owene bed / but ten foot or twelue 

His doghter hadde a bed / al by hir selue 

Eight in the same chambre by and by 

It myghte be no bet* and cause why 4144 

Ther was no rowmer herberwe / in the place 

They soupen / and they speken / hem to solace 

And drynken euere stroong ale / at the beste 

Aboute mydnyght / wente they to reste 4148 

Wei hath this Millere / vernysshed his heed 

fful pale he was for-dronke / and noght reed 

He yexeth / and he speketh thurgh the nose 

As he were / on the quakke / or on the pose 4152 

To bedde he goth / and ^iih hym goth his wyf 

As any lay / she light was and iolyf 

So was hir ioly whistle / wel ywet* 

The Cradel / at hir beddes feet is set* 4156 

To rokken / and to yeue the child to sowke 

And whan J)at dronken / al was in the Crowke 

To bedde wente / the doghter right anon 

To bedde gooth Aleyn / and also lohn 4160 

Ther nas namoore / hem neded no dwale 

This Millere / hath so wisly bibbed ale 

That as an hors / he snorteth in his sleepe [leaf 64, back] 

I^e of his tayl bihynde / he took no keep6 4164 

His wyf bar hym / a burdon / a f ul strong* 

Men myghten hir routyng* heren a furlong* 

The wenche / routeth eek par compaignye 

If Aleyn the clerc< that herde this melodye 4168 
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He poked loM / and seyde slepestow 

Herd thow euere / slyk a sang er now 

Lo swilk a conplyng / is ymel hem alle 

A wilde fyr / on thair bodyes falle 4172 

Wha herkned euere / swilk* a ferly thyng* 

Ye they sal haue / the flour of il endyng* 

This lang* night* ther tydes me na reste 

But yet na force / al sal be for the beste 4176 

ffor lohn seyde he / als euere moot I thryue 

If Jjat I may / yon wenche wol I swyue 

Som esement / has lawe shapen vs 

jBbr lohn / ther is a lawe / fat says thus 4180 

That gif a man / in a point be agreued 

That in another / he sal be releued 

Oure com is stoln / soothly it is na nay 

And we han had / an ille fit to day 4184 

And syn I sal / haue naan amendemenf 

Agayn my los / I wil haue esement* 

By goddes saule / it sal naan other be 

If This lohn answerde / Aleyn auyse thee 4188 

The MiUere / is a perilous man he sayde 

And if \>at he / out of his sleep abrayde 

He mighte doon vs bathe / a vileynye 

If Aleyn answerde / I counte hym noght a flye 4192 

And vp he rist / and by the wenche he crepte 

This wenche lay vp righte / and faste slepte 

Til he so neigh was / er she myghte aspie 

That it hadde been / to late for to crie 4196 

And shortly for to seyn / they were at oon 

!N"ow pley Aleyn / for I wol speke of lohfi 

If This lohn lith stille / a furlang wey or two 

And to hym self* he maketh routhe and wo 4200 

Alias quod he / this is a wikked lape 

Now may I seyn / fat I is but an ape 

Yet has my felawe / som what for his harm [leaf 55] 

He has the Milleris doghter / in his arm 4204 
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He auntred hyiu / and has his nodes sped 

And I lye / as a draf sak / in my bed 

And whan this iapo / is told another day 

I sal ben halden / a daf a Cokenay 4208 

I wil arise and auntre it* by my fayth 

Vnhardy is vnsely / thus men sajrth 

IF And vp he roos / and softely he wente 

Vn to the Cradel / and in his hand it hente 4212 

And baar it softe / vn to his beddes feef 

Soone after this / the wyf hir routynt leet 

And gan awake / and wente hir out to pisae 

And cam agayn / and gan hir Cradel mysse 4216 

And groped heer and ther / but she foond noon 

Alias quod she / I hadde almoost mysgoon 

I hadde almoost* goon to the clerkes bed 

Ey benedicite / thanne had I foule ysped 4220 

And forth she gooth / til she the Cradel fond 

She gropeth alwey / forth er y^iih hir bond 

And foond the bed / and thoghte noght but good 

By cause / fat the Cradel by it stood 4224 

And nyste wher she was / for it was derk* 

But faire and wel / she creep in to the clerk* 

And lyth ful stille / and wolde haue caught a sleepe 

"With-Inne a while / this John the clerk vp leepe 4228 

And on this goode wyf / he leyth on soore 

So murie a fyt* ne hadde she nat ful yoore 

He priketh harde and depe / as he were mad 

This ioly lyf / ban thise two clerkes lad 4232 

Til \at /the thriddo cok^ bigan to synge 

IF Aleyn wax wery / in the dawenynge 

fiFor he hadde swonken / al the longe nyght* 

And seyde / fare wel Malyn swete wighf 4236 

The day is come / T may no lenger byde 

But eueremo / wher so I go or ryde 

I is thyn awen clerk* so haue I sel 

^ Now deere lemman quod she / go fare wel 4240 
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But er thow go / o thyng* I wol tbee telle 

Wlian that thow wendest / homward by the Melle 

Eight at the entree / of the dore bihynde neaf 55, backi 

Thow shalt a Cake / of half a busshel fynde 4244 

That was ymaked / of thyn owene mele 

Which pat I heelp / my sire for to stele 

And good lemman / god thee sane and kepe 

And with that word / almoost he gan to wepe 4248 

IT Aleyn vp rist* and thoghte er fat it dawe 

I wol go crepen In / by my felawe 

And fond the Cradel / with his hond anon 

By god thoghte he / al wrang I hane mysgon 4252 

Myn heed is toty / of my swynk to nyghf 

That maketh me / pat I go noght aright* 

I woot wel by the Cradel / I hane mysgo 

Here lyth the Millere / and his wyf also 4266 

And forth he gooth / on twenty deueleway 

Vn to the bed / ther as the Millere lay 

He wende hane cropen / by his felawe lohn 

And by the Millere / In he creep anoon 4260 

And caughte hym by the nekke / and softe he spat 

He seyde thoitlohn / thow Swyneshed awak* 

ffor cristes saule / and here a noble game 

ffor by that lord / pat called is Seint lame 4264 

As I hane times / in this shorte nyght 

Swyued the Milleris doghter / bolt vp-right 

Whil thow hast* as a coward been agast* 

If Ye false harlof quod the Millere hast* 4268 

A false traytour / false clerk* quod he 

Thou shalt be deed / by goddes dignytee 

Who dorste be so bold / to disparage 

My doghter / that is come of swich lynage 4272 

And by the throte bolle / he caughte Alayn 

And he hente hym / despitously agayn 

And on the nose / he smoot hym with his fesf 

Doun ran the blody streem / vp on his brest* 4276 
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And on the floor / with nose and mouth tobroke 

They walwen / as doon two pigges in a poke 

And vp they goon / and doun agayn anoon 

Til fat the Millere / spomed on a stoon 4280 

And doun he fil / bakward vp on his wyf 

That wiste no thyng* of this nyce stryf 

ffor she was falle aslepe / a litel wight* [leaf 56] 

With lohn the clerk / that waked hadde al nyght* 4284 

And with the fal / out of hir sleeps she brayde 

Help holy cros of Bromholm / she sayde 

In manus tuas / lord to thee I calle 

Awake Symond / the feend is on me falle 4288 

Myn herte is broken / help I nam but ded 

Ther lyth oon vp on my wombe / and vp myn hed 

Help Symkyn / for the false clerkes fighte 

IF This lohn sterte vp / as faste as euere he myghte 4292 

And graspeth by the walles / to and fro 

To fynde a staf / and she sterte vp also 

And knew the estres / bet than dide this John 

And by the wal / a staf she foond anon 4296 

And saugh / a litel shymeryng of a light 

ffor at an hole / in shoon the moone bright* 

And by that light* she saugh hem bothe two 

Eut sikerly / she nyste who was who 4300 

But as she saugh / a whit thyng in hir lye 

And whan she gan / this white thyng espye 

She wende the clerk* hadde wered a voluper 

And with the staf / she drow ay ner and nei 4304 

And wende ban hit / this Aleyn atte fulle 

And smoot the Millere / on the piled skulle 

That doun he gooih / and cryde harrow I dye 

Thise clerkes bette hym wel / and lete hym lye 4308 

And greithen hem / and tooke hir hors anon 

And eek liir mele / and on hir wey they gon 

And at the Mille / yet they toke hir cake 

Of half a busshel flour / ful wel ybake 4312 
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IT Thus is the proude Millere / wel ybete 

And hath ylosf the gryndyng of the whete 

And payed for the souper / euerydel 

Of Aleyn / and of lohn / that bette hym wel 4316 

His wyf is swyued / and his doghter als 

Lo which it is / a Millere to be fals 

And ther-fore this prouerbe / is seyd ful sooth 

Hym thar nat wene wel / fat yuele dooth 4320 

A gilour shal hym self / bigiled be 

And god / that sitteth heighe in magestee 

Saue al this compaignie / grete and smale PmT se^iwck] 

Thus haue I qnyt the Millere / in my tale 4324 

IT Here endeth the Benes tale. ^ 

[Small break in the MSJ 
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^ The prologe of the Cookes tale ^ 

THe Cook' of London / whil the Eeue spak* 
ffor ioye hym thoughts / he clawed hym on the bak* 
Haha quod he / for Cristes passion) 

Hub MiUere / hadde a sharps conclusion) 4328 

Vp on his argument* of herbergage 
Wei seyde Salomon / in his langage 
Ne bryng nat euery man / in to thyn hous 
ffor herberwyng* by nyghte is perilous 4332 

Wei oghte a man / auysed for to be 
Whom fat he broghte / in to his pnuetee 
I pray to god / so yeue me sorwe and care 
If euer sith / I highte Hogge of ware 4336 

Herde I a Millere / bettre yset awerk/ 
He hadde a iape of malice / in the derk 

hlc 

But god forbede / that we stynten heere 

audire 

ffor if ye / vouche sauf to heere 4340 

A tale of me / that am a poure man 

I wol yow telle / as wel as euere I kan 

A litel iape / that fil in oure Citee 

IF Oure boost answerde / and seyde I graunte it thee 4344 

Now tel on Eoger / looke that it be good 

ffor many a pastee / hastow laten blood 

And many a lakke of Douere / hastow soold 

That hath been twies hoot* and twies coold 4348 

Of many a pilgrym / hastow Cristes curs 

ffor of thy persle / yet they fare the wors 

That they han eten / with thy stubbul goos 

ffor in thy shoppe / is many a flye loos 4352 

Now tel on / gentil Eoger / by thy name 

But yet I praye thee / be nat wrooth for game 

A man may seye ful sooth / in game and pley 

^ Thow seist ful sooth / quod Eoger by my fey 4356 
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sooth pley quado pley / as tlie flSemjiig seith [utts 
Ibtr-fore heiTy Bailly / by thy feith 
hou Eat wrooth / er we doparteii beer 

^h pat my talo / bo of an hostiler 4361 

natheloes / I wol iiat telle it yit J 

er we parte / ywia thow ahalt be qnyV H 

ther with al / lie lough / and made cheera ^ 

Boydo hia tale / as ye shal after heere 4364 



[Stt- 



— ^. in the MS.] 
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If Here bigynneth the Cook his tale. 

APrentis / whilom dwelled in oure Citee 
And of a craf t< of vitaillers was he 
Graillard he was / as goldfynch in the shawe 
Broun as a berye / a propre short* felawe 4368 

With lokkes blake / ykembd ful fetisly 
Dauncen he koude / so wel and iolily 
That he / was clepyd Perkyn Renelour 
He was / as ful / of loue and paramour 4372 

As is the hyue / of bony swete 
"Wel was the wenche / fat with hym myghte meete 
At euery bridale / wolde he synge and hoppe 
He loued bet the Taueme / than the Shoppe 4376 

flfor / whan ther any ridyng* was in Chepe 
Out of the shoppe / thider wolde he lepe 
Til fat he hadde / al the sighte yseyn 
And daunced wel / he wolde noght come ageyn 4380 

And gadred hym / a meynee of his sort* 
To hoppe and synge / and maken swich disporf 
And ther / they setten steuene / for to meete 
To pleyen at the dees / in swich a streete 4384 

ffor in the town / nas ther no Prentys 
That fairer / koude caste a paire of dys 
Than Perkyn koude / and ther-to he was free 
Of his dispense / in place of pryuetee 4388 

That foond his maister wel / in his chaffare 
ffor ofte tyme / he foond his box ful bare 
ffor sikerly / a prentys reuelour 

That haunteth dees / ryot* or paramour 4392 

His maister / shal it in his shoppe abye P<«f w, back] 

Al haue he / no part of the Minstralcye 
ffor thefte and riot / they been conuertible 
Al konne he pleye / on Giterne / or Rubible 4396 
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Eeuel and trouthe / as in a lowe degree 

They been ful wrothe al day / as men may see 

% This ioly Prentys / with his Maister bood 

Til he were neigh / out of his prentishood 4400 

Al were he snybbed / bothe erly and late 

And som tyme / lad with reuel to Newgate 

But atte laste / his maister hym bithoghte 

Vp on a day / whan he his papir soghte 4404 

Of a prouerbe / that seith this same word 

Wei bet is roten appul / out of hoord 

Than fat it rotte / al the remenaunf 

So fareth it / by a riotous seruaunf 4408 

It is ful lasse harm / to lete hym pace 

Than he shende / alle the seruantz in the place 

Ther fore / his maister gaf hym acquitaunce 

And bad hym go / with sorw / and with meschaunce 4412 

And thus this ioly prentys / hadde his leeue 

"Now lat hym riote / al the nyght* or leeue 

And for ther nys no theef / with-oute a lowke 

That helpeth hym / to wasten and to sowke 4416 

Of that he brybe kan / or borwe may 

Anon / he sente his bed / and his array 

Yn to a compeer / of his owene sort* 

That loued dees / and reuel / and disport* 4420 

And hadde a wyf / that heeld for contenaunce 

A shoppe / and swyued for hir sustenaunce 

Of this Cokes tale 
maked Chaucer na 
moore [in the left margin] 

[Rest of the page hlankJl 
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GEOUP D. FEAGMENT V. 

§ 1. WIFE OF BATH'S PREAMBLR 
HENOWBT MS. 



IT Here bigyxmeth the prologe of the tale of cieaf ss] 
the Wyf of Bathe . 

Experience / thogh noon Auctoritee 
Were in this world / is right ynogh for me 
To speke of wo / that is in mariage 
fFor lordynges / sith fat I twelf yeer was of age 4 

Thonked be god / that is eteme on lyue . 
Housbondes atte chirche dore / I haue had fyae 
If I so ofte / myghte han wedded be 
And alle were worthy men / in hir degree 8 

But me was told certeyn / noght longe agon is 
That sith fat Crist* ne wente neuere but onys 
To weddyng* in the Cane of Galilee 

That by the same ensample / taughte he me 12 

That I ne sholde / wedded be but ones 
If Herke eek / lo / which a sharp word for the nones 
Bisyde a welle / Ikems / god and man 
Spak/ in repreeue of the Samaritan 16 

IF Thow hast yhad / fyue housbondes quod he 
And that ilke man / which that now hath thee 
Is nat thyn housbonde / thus he seyde certeyn . 
What that he mente ther-by / I kan nat seyn 20 

But fat I axe / why fat the fifbhe man 
Was noon housbonde / to the Samaritan 
How manye / myghte she han in mariage 
Yet herde I neuere / tellen in myn age 24 
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335 SIX-TEXT 

130 GROUP D. §1. wtFi^s FRSAUBLE. Hengvrt 1 

Vp-on this nombre / diffynycioun 

Men may dyuyne / and gloaen vp & doun 

But wcl I woot exprps / with-outen lye 

God bad tb / for to wese and raultiplye 

That gentil texf kan I wel vnderstondo 

IT Eek wel I woot? he seyde pat myn housbonde 

Sholde lete / fader and modet/ and take to me 

But of no nonibro / mencion) made he 

Of Bigamye / or of Ootngamye 

Why aholde men thanne / epeke of it vileynye 

II Lo hero / the ivise kj-ng* Dann Sabtnon 

I trowe / he hadde wyuea many oon 

Ab wolde god / it leuefiU were to me 

To bo refresahed / half bo ofte aa he 

Which yifte of god hadde he / for aDe hise wyiiya 

Ifo man liath BwicL / that in this world alyue ia 

God woof this noble kyng* as to my wit 

The fiiste nyghf hadde nmny a murye fit 

With ech of hem / so wel was hym on lyue 

Blessed be god / that I hauo wedded fyue 

Wel come the aixte / whan pat eaere he shal 

fioT dth I wol nat kepe me / chaaet in al 

Whan myn housbonde / ia 6o the world agon 

Som criaten man / ahal wedde me anon 

fTor thanne thapostle aeith / pat I am Iree 

To wedde a goddea half / where it liketh me 

He aeith / that to be wedded is no eynne 

Bet ia to be wedded / than to brynne 

What rekketh me / theigh folk/ seyo vileynye 

Of ahiewed Lameth / and his bigamye 

I woot wel / Abraham waa an holy man 

And laeob eek" as fer as euere I kan 

And ech of hem / hadde wynea mo than two 

And many another / holy man alao 

IT Where kan ye seye / in any maner age 

Thai heighe god / defended matiage 
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oRoup D. § 1. wife's preamble. Hengwrt MS. 131 

By expres word / I pray yow telleth me 

Or where comanded he virgynyteo 

I woot as wel as ye / it is no drede 

Thapostle / whan he speketh of maydenhede 64 

He seyde / that precept ther-of / hadde he noon 

Men may conseille a womman / to be oon 

But conseillyng* nys no comandement* 

He put it* in oure owene luggemenf 68 

ffor hadde god / comanded maydenhede 

Thanne hadde he dampned weddyng* wiiJi the dede 

And certes / if ther were no seed ysowe 

Virgynytee thanne / wher-of sholde it growe 72 

Poul dorste nat comanden / at the leeste 

A thyng* of which / his mayster yaf noon heeste 

The dart/ is set vp for virgynytee 

Cacche who so may / who renneth best lat se 76 

But this word / is noght take of euery wighf [tear 593 

But ther as god / list yeue it of his myghf 

I woot wel / that thapostle was a mayde 

But nathelees / thogh fat he wroot* or sayde 80 

He wolde / that euery wight* were swich as he 

Al nys but conseil / to virgynytee 

And for to been a wyf / he yaf me leue 

Of Indulgence / so nys it no repreue 84 

To wedde me / if that my make dye 

With-outen excepcion of bigamye 

Al were it good / no womman for to touche 

He mente / as in his bed / or in his couche 88 

ffor peril is / bothe iyr and tow tassemble 

Ye knowe / what this ensample may resemble 

This al and som / he heeld virgynytee 

Moore paz-fit* than weddyng in freletee 92 

ffreletee clepe I / but if fat he and she 

Wolde leden / al hir lyf* in chastitee 

I graunte it wel / I haue noon enuye 

Thogh maydenhede / preferre bigamye^ 96 
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133 uboufIL SL wif^s freauk^ HengwrtVS. 

It liketh hem to be clene / in body and goosf 

Of myn est&I^ ai; wol I make no boo«f 

Bor vel ye knowe / a lord in Lis houshold 

Ke bath nat eueiy Teasel / al of gold 1 

Soiime been of tree / and doon hir lord aerayao 

God clepeth folk to bjm / in sondry wyae 

And euerich / hath at god a propm jifte 

Som thia / soni thaP as hym liketh shifte I 

Virgynytee / is greet perfeccion 

And continence eet with denociofl 

Bat Crisf that of pivfeccion / ts velle 

Bad oat enery wighf he sholiie go selle 1 

Al that be hadde / and yene it to the poore 

And in swvih wise / folwe hym and his foo» 

He epak to hem / that wol lyne pnrfitly 

And lordynges / by yooie leue / that am nat T 1 

I wol bistowe / the flour of al myn age 

Id thactea / and in firiyt of manage 

H Telle me also / to what conclusion <r>f 

Were membreB maad / of gpneracion 1 

And of so pacfif wya a wight ywroght / ['"' ^ i" 

Tnisteth right wcl / they were nat maad for noghf 

Close who so wole / and aeye bothe vp and doun 

That they were maad / for purgacioun 1 

Of Vryne / and oure bothe thynges smale 

Was eek to knowe / a femelle/ from a mala 

And for noon oother cause / aey je / no ? 

TheKperience / woot wel it is noght so 1 

So that the Clerkes / be nat with me wrothe 

Z sey this / ^ot they maked been for bothe 

That is to seyn / for office and for ese 

Of engendrure / ther we nat god displese 1 

Why sholde men ellis / in hir bokes 8ett« 

That man shal yelde / to his wyf hir dette 

Now wberwith / sholde he make his paiement 

If he ue vsed / his wly Instrumenf ] 
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GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Hengwrt MS. 133 

Thanne were they maad / vp-on a creature 

To purge vryne / and eek for engendrure 

IT But I seye noghf Jat euery wight ia holde 

That hath swich hameys / as I to yow tolde 136 

To goon / and vsen hem in engendrure 

Thanne sholde men take / of Chastitee no cure 

Crist was a mayde / and shapen as a man 

And many a Se3mf sith that the world bigan 140 

yet lyued they euere / in parfit Chastitee 

I nyl envie / no virgynytee 

Lat hem be breed / of pured whete seed 

And lat us wyues / hote Barlybreed 144 

And yet vfith Barlybreed / Mark telle kan 

Oure lord IhesvL / refresshed many a man 

In swich estat* as god hath clepyd vs 

I wol perseuere / I nam nat precius 148 

In wifhode / wol I vse myn Instrument* 

As frelj I as my makere hath it sent* 

If I be daungerous / god yeue me sorwe 

Myn housbonde / shal it han / bothe eue and morwe 152 

Whan that hym list* com forth and paye his dette 

And housbonde / wol I haue / I wol nat lette 

Which shal be / bothe / my dettour and my thral 

And haue / his tribulacion / with-al 156 

Vp-on his flessh / whil that I am his wyf [leaf eo] 

I haue the power / duryng al my lyf 

Vp-on his propre body / and nat he 

Right thus / thapostle / tolde it vn-to me 160 

And bad oure housbondes / for to loue vs wel 

Al this sentence / me liketh euery del 

V p stirte the Pardoner / and that anon 

Now dame quod he / by god and by Seint lohn 164 

Ye been a noble Prechour / in this cas 

I was aboute / to wedde a wyf alias 

What* sholde I bye it / on my flessh so deere 

Yet hadde I leuere / wedde no wyf to yeere 168 
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134 aaoveJi. §1. wifk's pbiavbls. H«ngwrtXB. 

V Abyd quod she / my talo is uat bigonne 

Nay / thow shult drynkea / of another tonne 

Er fat I go / flhal aauoure wors than Ale 

And whan that I / haue toold thee forth my tale 172 

Of tribulation / in maryage 

Of which I am esporf in al myn age 

This is to aeye / lay self hath been the whippe 

Thanno mayatow / chese / wheither fat thow wolt sippe 

Of thilke tonne / that I shal abrothe 1 77 

Be war of it / er thow to neigh approche 

ffor I shal telle ensomples / mo than ten 

Who 80 fat nyle / be war/ by othete men 180 

By hym / ehal othere men corrected be 

Thiae same wordes / n-riteth Protholome 

Eede in hia Almageste / and take it there 

IT Dame I wolde pray yow / if youre wyl it wer 

Seyde tliis Pardoner / aa ye bigan 

Telle forth yonie tale / spareth for no man 

And techeth vs yonge men / of youre praktyke 

IT Gladly quod ahe / syn it may yow lyke 188 

But that I prayc / to al this compaignyo 

If that 1 apeko / after my fantoeye 

As taketh nat agricf / of that I aeye 

ffor myn entente / nya but for to pleye 192 

l|ow aire / tbaune wol I telle yow forth my tale 

Aa euera / moot I diynke / wyn oi Ale 

I ahal eeye sooth / tho houabondes ))at I hadde 

Ab three of hem ware goode / and two were badde 196 

The thie men / wero goode / and ryche / and olde V**i **. *i-*i 

Vnnethe myghte they / the Statnt holde 

In which / that they were bounden vn-to me 

Ye woot wel / what I mene of this pardee 200 

Aa help me god / I laughe whan I thynke 

Hoy pitoualy / a nyght I made hem awynke 

And by my fey / I tolde of it no atoor 

They hadde me yeuen / hir land and hir treaoor 204 
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GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Hongwrt M8. 135 

Me neded naf do lenger diligence 

To Wynne hir loue / or doon hem reuerence 

They loued me so wel / by god abone 

That I ne tolde / no deyntee of hir loue 208 

A wys womman / wol bisye hire / enere in oon 

To gete hir loue / ye ther as she hath noon 

But sith I hadde hem / hoolly in myn hond 

And sith that they / hadde yeuen me al hir lond 212 

What sholde I take kepe / hem for to plese 

But it were / for my profif and myn ese 

I sette hem awerk* by my fey 

That many a nyght* they songen weylawey 216 

The bacon / was nat fet for hem I trowe 

That som men han / in Essexe at Donmowe 

I gouemed hem / so wel after my lawe 

That ech of hem / ful blisful was and fawe 220 

To brynge me / gaye thynges fro the fifeyre 

They were ful glad / whan I spak to hem feyre 

flfor god it woof I chidde hem spitously 

IT Now herkneth / how I bar me proprely 224 

ye wise wyues / that konne ynderstonde 

Thus sholde ye speke / and here hem wrong on honde 

ffor half so boldely / kan ther no man 

Swere and lye / as a womman kan 228 

I sey nat this / by wyues pat ben wyse 

But if it be / whan they hem mysauyse 

A wys wyf / if that she kan hir good 

Shal here hym an hond / the Cow is wood 232 

And take witnesso / of hir owcne mayde 

Of hire assent* but herkneth how I sayde 

IF Sire olde kaynard / is this thyn array 

Why is / my Neghebores wyf so gay 236 

She is honoured / ouer al ther she goth D«af ei] 

I sitte at hoom / I haue no thrifty cloth 

What dostow / at my neghebores hous 

Is she so fair / artow so amorous 240 
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136 GROUP S. § !■ wife's PEtuKBut. HengWTtHB. 

WLat rowne ye with cure mayde / bonedicite 

Sire olde lechour / lat tliy lapes be 

And if I haue / a gossib / or A freend 

With.-outen gilf ye chiden as a feend 

If tliat I waike / or ploye ^-n-to liia houa 

Tliow coiaest hooni / as dronkeii 

And prechest on thy bench / with yuel preef 

Thow soyst to me / it is a greet mescheef 

To wedde a poure womman / for costogo 

And if that she be ryche / of heigh parage 

Thanne seistow / that it is a tormeatrye 

To auf&e / hir pryde / and hir mtdencolye 

And if fat ehe be fair / thow vercay knane 

Thow seiaf that euery holour wol hire haue 

She may no while / in chastitee abyde 

That is aasayJed / vp-on eeh a syde 

IT Thow aeysP som folk/ desiren vs for richesBe 

fiomme for oure shapa / and Bomme for oure feimesse 

And somme / for she kan outher eynge / or damice 

And eomme / for gentillcsse / and dalyaunce 

SoTTJine for hir handes / and hir amies smale 

Thus goth al to the deuel / by thy tale 

Thow seyst/ men may nat kepe a Caatel wal 

It may so longe / assaylled been ouer al 

And if that ehe be foul / thow aeyat fat she 

Cooeiteth eueiy man / that she may se 

ffor as a Spaynel / she wol on hym lepe 

Til that she fynde / som man hii to chepe 

Ke noon so grey goos / goth ther in the lake 

As seistow / wol be with-onte make 

And seysf it is an hard thyng/ for to wolde 

A thyng/ that no man wol his thankes holde 

Thus seistow lorel / whan thow gooat to bedde 

And that no wya man / nedeth for to wedde 

2fe no man / that entendeth vn-to heuene 

With wilde thondei dynt and fiiy leuene 
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342 BIZ-TEXT 

OBOUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Hengwrt MS. 137 

Moote thy welked nekke / be to-broke cietf ei, buk] 

Thow seysf that droppyng houses / and eek smoke 

And chidyng wyues / maken men to flee 

Out of hir owene houses / a benedicitee f 280 

What eyleth / swich an old man for to chide 

Thow seysf we wyues / wil oure vices hyde 

Til we be fast/ and thanne we wol hem shewe 

Wei may that be / a prouerbe of a shrewe 284 

Thow seisf fat Oxen / Asses / hors / and houndes 

They been assayed / at dyuerse stoundes 

Bacynes / lauours / er that men hem bye 

Spoones / stooles / and al swich housbondrye 288 

And so be pottes / clothes / and array 

But folk/ of wyues / maken noon assay 

Til they be wedded / olde dotard shrewe 

And thanne seistow / we wil oure vices shewe 292 

Thow seist also / that it displeseth me 

But if that thow / wolt preise my beautee 

And but thow powre / alwey vp-on my face 

And clepe me faire dame / in eucry place 296 

And but thow make a feeste / on thilke day 

That I was bom / and make me fressh and gay 

And but thow do / to my norice honour 

And to my chambrere /• with-Inne my hour 300 

And to my fadres folk / and his allyes 

Thus seistow / olde barel ful of lyes 

And yef of oure Apprentice / lankyn 

fifor his crispe heer / shynyng* as gold so fyn 304 

And for he squyereth me / bothe vp and doun 

Yet hastow caught* fals suspecioun 

I wil hym nat* thogh thow were deed to morwe 

IF But tel me this / why hidestow with sorwe 308 

The keyes of thy Cheste / awey fro me 

It is my good / as wel as thyn pardee 

What wenestow / make an ydiote of oure dame 

Now by that lord / that called is Seint lame 312 
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138 GROUP D. §1. WIF^S PRBAUBLB. "EVBgWttWt. 

Thow shalt noglit botte / thogh pat thow v 

Be maiater / of my body / and my good 

That oon thow efaalt forgo / maugree tbyne eyen 

What helpeth if of lae enquere and spyen 

I trowe / thow woldesP lok me in thy chjate 

Thow aholdest seyi) / wyf/ go wher theo liste 

Taak youre diapotf I nyl leue no talis 

I knowe yow / for a trewe wyf/ Dame Alia 

We louo no ninn / that taketh kt^pe / or charge 

Wher J)ot we goon / we wol been at o 

Of alle men / ybl eased moote he be 

The wise Aatrologen / Daan Protholome 

That seith this prouerbe / in his 

Of alle men / his wisdom is hyest« 

That rekketh nat" who hath thi; world in houd 

By this proMerha j thow shalt vnderstonde 

Haue thow ynogh / what thar thee rekke / o 

How myrily / that others folkes fare 

ffoT cartes / olde dotard / by youre leue 

Ye shal han queynte / right ynogh at eue 

He is to greet a nygard / that wil weruy 

A iniin to lighte a cu-nille / !it his Inntemc 

He shal ban / neuer the lasse light pardee 

Hane thow yn<^ / thee thar nat pleyne thee 

% Thow Beiet also / that if we make vs gay 

With dothyiig< and with precious array 

That it is peril / of ouie chastitee 

And yet with sorwe / thow moat enforce thee 

And aeye thise woidee / in thapostles name 

In habif maad with chaatitee and shame 

Ye wommen / shal apparaille yow quod he 

And nat in tressed heer / and gay perree 

As perlya / ne with gold / ne clothes ryche 

After thy test* ne after thy rubryche 

I wol nat werke / as muche / as is a gnaf 

Thow aeydeat this / ])at I was lyk a Caf 
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OBoup D. § L wife's preamble. Hengwrt MS. 139 

ffor who so wolde senge / a Cattes skyn 

Thanne wolde the Cat* wel dwellen in his In 

And if the Cattes skyn / be slyk* and gay 

She wol nat dwelle in house / half a day 352 

But forth she wole / er any day be dawed 

To shewe hir skyn / and goon a Caterwawed 

This is to seye / if I be gay sire shrewe 

I wol renne out* my borel for to shewe 366 

Sire olde fool / what helpeth thee tespyen [ie«f «, back] 

Thogh thow preye Argus / with his hundred eyen 

To be my wardecorps / as he kan best 

In feith / he shal nat kepe me / but me lest 360 

Yet koude I make his herd / as mote I thee 

IT Thow seydest eek* pat ther ben thynges three 

The whiche thynges / troublen al this erthe 

And that no wighf may endure the ferthe 364 

leeue sire shrewe / Ihesu shorte thy lyf 

Yet p'echestow / and seist an hateful wyf 

Yrekened is / for oon of thise myschaunces 

Been ther / noone othere resemblaunces 368 

That ye may likne / youre parables to 

But if a sely wyf* be oon of tho 

IF Thow Hknest eek / wommanes loue to hello 

To bareyne lond / ther water may nat dwelle 372 

Thow liknest it also / to wilde fyr 

The moore it brenneth / the moore it hath desyr 

To consumen euery thyng< pat brent wol be 

Thow seisf right as wormes shende a tree 376 

Right so a wyf / destroyeth hir housbonde 

This knowen they / that been to wyues bonde 

IF Lordynges / right thus / as ye han vnderstonde 

Bar I stifly / myne olde housbondes on honde 380 

That thus they seyden / in hir dronkenesse 

And al was fals / but that I took witness© 

On lanky n / and on my Nece also 

lord / the pyne I dide hem / and the wo 384 
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fful gilllees / by goddes Bvrete pyne 

□ hora / I koude byte and whyoe 
I koude pleyne / and I was in tbe gilt 
Or ellia / often tyme / I hadde been apilt" 
Who 80 that first to Mille comth / first giynf 
I pleyned firef so was onre werre etynf 
They were ful glad / to excnsea hem fill blyue 
Of thyng* of which they neuere agilte hir lyue 
Of weaehes / wolde I hem hem on houde 
Whan that for eyk* they myghte vmiethe stonde 
Yet tikled I hia herte / for that he 
Wende that I hadde had of hym / so greet chiertee 
I Bwoor / that my walkyng' out by nyghte 
a for to eapye / wenches that he dighte 
Vnder that colour / liadde I many a myrtho 
ffor al swich wif is yeuen vs in oure birthe 
Deccite / wepyng* apynnyng" god hath yeue 
>n kjndely / whil they may lyue 
And thus / of thyng< I auaute me 
At ende / I hadde the bet in ech degree 
By aleighte / or force / or by som maner tbyng' 
As by continuel murmur / or grucchyng' 
Kamely abedde / baddea they mescbaunce 
Ther wolde I chide / and do hem no plesaunce 
I wolde no lenger / in the bed abydo 
If tlmt I felto his arm j ouer my sydo 
Til he hadde maad / his raanceoa vn-to mc 
HiAime irolde I auf&e hym / do his nycetee 
And tbei-fore / eoety man / this tale I telle 
Wynne who ao may / for al is for to eelle 
With empty hond / mea may none haukea lure 
ffor wynnyi^ wolde I al his Inst endure 
And make me / a feyned appetif 
And yet In bacoQ / hadde I neuere delit 
That made me / that euere I wolde hem chyde 
For tho^ the Pope / hadde seten hem biayde 
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OBoup D. § 1. wife's preamble. 'Hengwrt M8. 141 

I wolde noght spare hem / at hir owene boid 

ffor by my trouthe / I quytte hem / word for word 

As help me / yerray god omnipotent 

Togh I right now / sholde make my testamenf 424 

I ne owe hem nat a word / that it nys quyt* 

I broghte it so aboute / by my wit 

That they moste yeue it vp / as for the beste 

Or ellis / haddo we neuere been in reste 428 

ffor thogh he looked / as a wood leon 

yet sholde he faille / of his conclusiofi 

IT Thanne wolde I seye / good lief taak keepe 

How mekely / looketh Wilkyn oure scheepe 432 

Com neer my spouse / lat me ba thy cheke 

Te sholden be / al pacient/ and meke • 

And han / a swete spyced conscience 

Sith ye so preche / of lobes pacience 436 

Snf&eth alwey / syn ye so wel kan preche [to»f«s,biwk] 

And but ye do / certeyn we shal yow teche 

That it is fair / to han a wyf in pees 

Oon of vs two / moste bowen doutelees 440 

And sith a man / is moore resonable 

Than womman is / ye mosten been suflfrable 

What eyleth yow / to grucche thus and grone 

Is if for ye wolde haue / my queynte allone 444 

Wy taak it al / lo haue it euery del 

Peter I shrewe yow / but ye loue it wel 

flfor if I wolde selle / my bele chose 

I koude walke / as fressh as is a rose 448 

But I wol kepe if for youre owene tooth 

Ye be to blame / by god I sey yow sooth 

Swiche manere wordes / hadde we on honde 

Now wol I speke / of my ferthe housbonde 452 

BXy ferthe housbonde / was a reuelour 

This is to seyn he hadde a paramour 

And I was yong* and ful of ragerye 

Stiboume and strong* and ioly as a pye 456 
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142 oroupS. §1. vir^s FRz&uBLE. Hengwrt X8. 

How lioude I daunce / to an haipe emale 

And sj-nge ywya / as any ajghtjngalo 

Whan I liadde dronke / a, draglitu of swete wyn 

Mettillyiia / the foule cheil the swyn 460 

That with a staf / birafte Lis wyf hir Ijf 

ffor she drank' wya j. though I haddo been hia wyf 

Ne sholde naf ban daunted me fro drjnke 

And after wyn / on Venus moste I thynke 

fCor also siker / as coold engendreth hayl 

A likeroiia mouth / moste han a lilteroiis tayl 

In womman yyuolent / is no defence 

This knowen lechouis / by experience 

But lord criet^ whan ^at it renicmbrpth me 

Vp-on iny youths / and on my iolytee 

It tikeleth me / uboute myn herte roote 

Vn-to this day / it dooth myn herte boote 472 

That I haue had my world / as in my tyme 

But age alias / that al wole enuenjme 

Hath me birafP my beautee / and my pith 

lat go farwel / the deuel go ther-with 476 

The liour is goon / ther is namoore to telle [iMfs<] 

The bwn as I best kan / now moste I sella 

But yef to bo right murye / wol I fonde 

Bow wol I tellen / of my fertile housbonde 480 

H I seye I hadde in herto gi'et despit 

That lie / of any oother had delit 

But he was quyl^ by god and by Saint loce 

I made hym / of the same wode a troce 464 

Nat of my body / in no fonl maneie 

But oerteynly / I made folk swich chiere 

That in his owene grece / I made hym frye 

fibr angre / and for verray lalousye 488 

By god / in erthe / I was his puigatorie 

ffoi which I hope / his sonle be in glorie 

ffor god it woof he sat ful ofte and soong" 

Wlian y<A his shoo / ful bitterly hym wroong* 492 
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Ther was no wight/ saue god and he / fat wiste 

In many wise / how soore I hym twiste 

He deyde / whan I cam fro leiusalem 

And lyth ygraue / vnder the roode beem 496 

Al is his toumbe / noght so curyns 

As was the sepulcre / of hym Daryus 

Which that Appellos / wroghte subtilly 

It nys but wasf to burye hym prwjiously 500 

Lat hym fare wel / god gyue his soule reste 

He is now / in his graue / and in his cheste 

XI ow / of my fifthe housbonde / wol I telle 

God lat his soule / neuere come in helle 504 

And yet was he to me / the mooste shrewe 

That feele I / on my rybbes al by rewe 

And euere shal / vn-to myn endyng day 

But in oure bed / he was so fressh and gay 508^ 

And ther with al / so wel koude he me glose 

Whan that he wolde / han my bele chose 

That thogh he hadde me bef on euery bon 

He koude wynne agayn / my loue anon 512 

I trowe I loued hym best* for that he 

Was of his loue / daungerous to me 

We wommen han / if that I shal nat lye 

In this matere / a queynte fantasye 516 

Wayte what thyng< we may nat lightly haue ci©af«4,udc] 

Ther after / wol we crye al day / and crane 

flforbede vs thyng* and that desiren we 

Preesse on vs faste / and thanne wol we fle 520 

With daunger / oute we / al oure chaffare 

Greet prees at Market / maketh deere ware 

And to greet cheepe / is holden at litel prys 

This knoweth euery womman / that is wys 524 

IF My fifthe housbonde / god his soule blesse 

Which pat I took for loue / and no rychesse 

He som tymo / was a clerk of Oxenford 

And hadde laft scole / and wente at hom to bord 528 
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With my gossyli / dwellyng in oure town 
God liaue hir soule / hir name was Aliaoim 
She knew myn herte / and eek my pryuetoe 
Bet than oure paryeaho preesP as mote I thee 
To hire biwreyed I / my conseil al 
(For hadde myn housbonde / pissed on a vtl 
Or doon a thyng' / that sholde hano coat hia lyf 
To hire / and to another worthy wyf 
And to my Nece / wliich fat I loued wol 
I wolde han tooid / his conaeil euery del 
And BO I dide / fnl often / god it woof 
That made his face / often reed and hoot 
ffor verray shame / and blamed hym self" for he 
Hadde toold to me / bo greet a pryuetee 
^r And BO bifel / tliat ones in a lente 
So often tymos / I to my gosayb wente 

ir euere yoP I louede to be gay 
And for to walke / in March / Aueryllo / and May 
ffrom houa ia houa / to here aondry talea 
That lankyn Clerk/ and my gossyb dame Alys 
And I my self / in to the feeldes wente 
Myn hoiubonde was at londofi / al that lento 
Z hadde / the bettie leyser for to pleye 
And for to ae / and eek for to be eeye 
Of lusty folk* what wiste I wher my grace 
Waa ahapen for to be / or in what place 
Ther-foie / I made my visltacions 
To Yigiliea / and to processions 
To prechyng< eek / and to thiae pilgrym^es 
To pleyes of myracles / and to manages 
And wered vp on / my gaye scarlet gytes 
Thise wormes / ne thiae moththes / ne thise Myt«s 
Vp-on my peril / frete hem nener a del 
And woatow / why / for they were vsed wel 
IT Now wol I tellen forth / what happed me 
I seye / that in the feeldes walked we 
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GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Hengwrt MS. 145 

Til trewely / we hadde swicli daliaunce 

This clerk/ and I / that of my pMrueiaimce 

I spak to hym / and seyde hym / how that he 

If I were wydewe / sholde wedde me 568 

ffor certeynly / I seye for no bobaz^nce 

Yet was I neuere / with-outen pnrueiaz^nce 

Of manage / nof othere thynges eek / 

I holde a mouses herte / noght worth a leek* 572 

That hath but oon hole / for to sterte to 

And if that faille / thanne is al y-do 

[I bar him on honde / he had enchaunted me '^^''^^'gj! ** 

My Dame taught me / that sotilte ^^'^ *«*» ^ "^ 

And eke I seide / I mette of him al nyght ^"tfe^^feT 

He wold han slayn me / as I lay vp right v^^'^ioSm* 

A J 1 V J / i» 1 r VI J 1686, <f 110.6* ; 

And al my bed / was ful of verray blod MSReg. is c«. 

But 3et I hope / that ^q shuln do me good (SSi»2[6to*no*<» 
flfor blod bytokeneth gold / as me was taught SS^ri^^/ii 
And al was fals / 1 dremed of it right nought tsss o «o« in 

' . ° ° Camb. Univ. MS 

But as I folwed ay / my dames loore ^^ *• *-3 

As wel of that / as of othere thynges more.] ^^S^i^JJ^i** 

But now sire / lat me se / what shal I seyn 

A .ha. by god / I haue my tale ageyn 

IF Whan that my fourthe housbonde / was a beere 

I weep algate / and made sory cheere 588 

As wyues mooten / for it is vsage 

And with my cou^rchief / couered my visage 

But for that I was / purueyed of a make 

I wepte but smal / and that I vndertake 592 

IF To chirche was myn housbonde / bom a morwe 

With neghebores / that for hym maden sorwe 

And lankyn oure clerk / was oon of tho 

As help me god / whan that I saw hym go 596 

After the beere / me thoughte he hadde a payre 

Of legges and of feef so clene and fayre 

That al myn herte / I gaf vn-to his hoold 

He was I trowe / twenty wynter oold 600 
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And I was fourty / if I shal seye sooth 

But yit I hadde alwey / a coltes tooth 

Gat tothed I was / & that bicam me weel 

I hadde the preente / of Seynt Yenus seel 604 

As help me god I was a lusty oon 

And fayr/ and ryche / and yong* and wel bigoon 

And trewely / as myne housbondes tolde me DMf «&> i»ck] 

I hadde the beste quonyam / myghte be 608 

Fffor certes I am / al Venerieil C0Mniw.XT»ir,KSDd.4.H.^^K«*9] 

In feelyng / and myn hert is Marcien) w86*y»-*Jr!sEiiw 

Venus me jaf my lust / my likerousnesse ifpa^JJiiifwtf^' 

And Mais ^af me / my sturdy hardynesse] or cambr. Mm, s. 5.] 

Myn ascendent* was Taur / and Mars ther-Inne 

Alias / alias / that euere loue was synne 

I folwed ay / myn Inclinacion 

By vertu / of my constellacion 616 

That made me / I koude noght withdrawe 

My chambre of Venus / from a good felawe 

[Jet haue I Mars merk / vp-on my face ^^^^^^^'^^^^ 

And also / in a nother pryue place 

ffor god so wysely / be my sauaciouw JfHir/As?5!'//69'/ar'**' 

XT J / T. j« • SloaneieSb, if in i MS Reff. 

I louede neuere / by no discreciouw i8 cii, //iri, aa-,- sioane 

_ /. , 1 / • 16S6, If lis i or Cambr. Mm. 

But euere folwed / myn appetit* 2. 5.] 

Al were he short / long blak or whi3t 624 

I toke no kepe / so that he liked me 

How poore he was / ne eke of what degree] E*^?*; *•**"*' 

IF What sholde I seye / but at the ^lonthes ende 

This ioly clerk / lanky n pat was so hende 628 

Hath wedded me / with greet solempnytee 

And to hym yaf I / al the lend and fee 

That euere was me yeuen / thcr bifore 

But afterward / repented me ful sore G32 

He nolde suffre / no thyng of my list* 

By god / he smoot me ones / on the lysf 

ffor that I rente / out of his book a leef 

That of the strook/ myn ere weex al deef 63G 
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GBoup D. § 1. wife's preamble. Hengwrt M8. 147 

Stiboume I was / as is a Iconesse 

And of my tonge / a verray langleresse 

And walke I wolde / as I haddo doon bifom 

f&om hous to hous / al-thogh he hadde it sworn 640 

ffor which / he often tymes / wolde preche 

And me / of olde Eomayn gestes teche 

How he SympHcius Gallus / lafte his wif 

And hire forsook* for terme of al his lif* 644 

Koght* but for open heueded he hir say 

Lokynge out at his dore / vp-on a day 

IF Another Eomayn / tolde he me by name 

That for his wyf / was at a Someres game 648 

With-outen his wityng* / he forsook hire eke 

And thanne wolde he / vp-on his Bible seke 

That ilke prouerbe / of Ecclesiaste 

Where he comandeth / and forbedeth faste 662 

Man shal nat suffre his wyf / go roule aboute 

Thanne wold he seye right thus / with-outen doute 

Who so pat buyldeth his hous / al of salwes 

And priketh his blynde hers / ouer the falwes I 666 

> noto 

And suffreth his wyf / to go seken halwes 

Is worthy / to ben hanged on the galwes 

But al for noght* I sette noght an hawe OmSW] 

Of his 'pronerhe / nof his olde sawe 660 

Ny wolde naf of hym corrected be 

I hate hym / fat my vices telleth me 

And so doon mo / god woot of vs than I 

This made hym / with me wood al outrely 664 

I nolde noght forbere hym / in no cas 

IF Now wol I sey yow sooth / by Seint Thomas 

Why fat I rente / out of his book a leef 

ffor which / he smoot me so / pat I was deef 668 

He hadde a book/ pat gladly nyght and day 

ffor his disport* he wolde rede alway 

He clepyd if Valerie and Theofraste 

At which book/ he logh alwey ful faste 672 
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And ctk ther waa / Bom tymo a clerk at Eonia 

A Cardynsl / that highte Seint lerome 

That made a book" agayn lovinian 

In which book' eck t]ier was Tertulan 

CriaippuB / Ttotula / and Helowya 

That waa Abbesse / nat fer fro Parja 

And eek the porabk-a / of Solomon 

Ouydes arf and bokes many on 

And alle tliise were bounden / in o volume 

And euery nygLt and day / was his cnatumo 

Whan he hadde kyser / and vacacioa 

Jfrom. oother / worldly ocnpacioft 

To reden in tliia book" of wikked wyuea 

He knew of hem / mo legendes and lynea 

Than been of guode wyues in the Bible 

ffor trustetL wel / it is an inpossible 

That any clerk* wol Bpcke good of wyuee 

But if it be / of holy aeintes lyuea 

Not noon oother womman / neuer the mo 

Who peynted the leon) / tol mo who 

By god / if wowimea j hadden writen stories 

As clerkeg han / with-Inne hir ontories 

They wolde han writen of men / mooie wikkednesse 

Than al the mark of Adam may lediesse 

The children / of Mercurie and Venus 

^een in hir wirkyng/ ful contraritu 

Mercurie loueth / wysdam and science [lorw 

And Venus loueth / Riot and dispenca 

And for hir diueree / dispoaiciofi 

£ch faileth / in ootheiea exaltacioH 

And thus god woot< Meicurie ia desolat 

In pieces / wher venua is exaltat* 

And venus faileth / ther Mercurie is reysed 

ITier-fore no womman / of no clerk ia preysed 

The cleric whan he is old / and may noght do 

Of Tenos werkea / worth Ms olde sho 
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Thanne sit he doun / and writ in his dotage 

That wommen / kan nat kepe hir manage 

IT But now to purpos / why I tolde thee 

That I was beten / for a book pardee 712 

Vp-on a nyghf lankyn fat was oure sire 

Eedde on his book/ as he sat by the fire 

Of Eua first/ pat for hir wikkednesse 

Was al mankynde / broght to wrecchednesse 716 

[fforwhich that ihe^ ciist/him self was slayn ^^^^j^^ 

That bought vs / with his hert blod a-gayn ff h^^^^s^J'tI! 

Loo heere expres of wommen / may ^e fynde AdM40»(f»i8ioane 

That womman was the losse/of al mankynde] i^^e, is i», 6*.] 

IT Tho redde he me / how Sampson loste his herys 

Slepynge / his lemman kitte it yfi\h hir sherys 

Thurgh which tresofi / loste he bothe hise eyen 

IF Tho redde he me / if that I shal nat lyen 724 

Of hercules / and of his Dianyre 

That caused hym / to sette hym self a fyre 

IF No thyng forgat he / the sorwe and wo 

That Socrates / hadde with his wyues two 728 

How Xantippa / caste pisse vp-on his heed 

This sely man sat stille / as he were deed 

He wipte his heed / namoore dorste he seyn 

But er that thonder stynte / comth a reyn 732 

IT Of Phasifpha / that was the queene of Crete 

flfor shrewednesse / hym thoughte the tale swete 

fly spek namoore / it is a grisly thyng< 

Of hire horrible lust* and hir likyng* 736 

IF Of Clitermystra / for hir lecherye 

That fsJsly / made hir housbonde for to dye 

He redde it* with ful good deuociown 

IF He tolde me eek* for what occasiown 740 

Amphiorax / at Thebes loste his l3rf 

Myn housbonde / hadde a legende of his wyf 

IF Exiphilem / that for an Ouche of gold [leaf 67] 

Hath pnuely / vn-to the grekys told 744 
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"WTier [tat hir housbonde / hJdde hym in a place 

ffor wMcli / he hadde at Thebes sory grace 

IT Of Ij-ma tolde he me / and of lucie 

They botho / made hir housbondea for to dye ' 

Tliat oon for loue / that oother was for hate 

Lyma hir housbonde / on an euen late 

Empoysoned hath / for ^at she was his fo 

Lncya likerons / loued hir housbonde so ' 

That for he Bholde alwey / Tp-on hir thynke 

She yaf hym / awich a manere loue drynko 

That he was deed / er it were by the morwe 

And thus algates / hoiisbondes ban aorwe ', 

IF Thanno tolde he me / how fat oon latumyua 

Compleygned / vn-to his felawe Arriua 

That in his gardyn / growed swich a tree 

On which he seyde / how fat hise wyues thre ' 

Honged hem self / for hertes despitus 

^ leene brotlier / quod this Arrius 

yif me a plants / of thilke bleSBed tree 

And in my gardyn / planted shal it be ' 

IT Of latter date of wyues / hath he red 

That somme ban slayn / hir honsbondes in hir bed 

And Icte hir lechour / dighte hire al the nyghf 

Whan fut the corps / lay in the floor vp ryght" ', 

IT And somme / ban dryuen nayles in hh brayn 

"Whil f fit they sleepe / and thus they han hem slayn 

IT SoJiime han hem yeuen poysoun / in hir drynke 

lie spak moore harm / than herte may bithynke ', 

And ther with al / he knew of mo prouerbea 

Thtoi in this world / ther gmwea gras or herhes 

Bet is quod he / thyn habitaciown 

Be with a )eon) / or a foul dragown ', 

Than with a womman / vsyng for to chide 

Bet is quod he / bye in the roof abyde 

Than with an angry wyf / down in the hous 

They been so wikked / and contrarious ' 
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They haten / that hir housbondes loueth ay 

He seyde / a womman / cast hir shame away 

Whan she cast of hir smok* and forther mo ^mtn, back] 

A fair womman / but she be chaast also 784 

Is lyk a gold ryng^ in a sowes nose 

Who wolde wene / or who wolde suppose 

The wo / that in myn herte was and pyne 

T And whan I say / he wolde neuere fyne 788 

To reden / on this cursed book al nyght* 

Al sodeynly / thre leues / haue I plyghf 

Out of his book* right as he radde / and eke 

I with my fist* so took [him] on the cheke 792 

That in oxire fyr/ he fil bakward adown 

And he vp stirte / as dooth a wood leoun 

And with his fest/ he smoot me on the heed 

That in the floor / I lay as I were deed 796 

And whan he say / how stiUe fat I lay 

He was agast* and wolde haue fled his way 

Til atte laste / out of my swowgh I brayde 

hastow slayn me / false theef I sayde 800 

And for my land / thus hastow mordred me 

Er I be deed / yet wol I kisse thee 

IF And neer he cam / and kneled faire adown 

And seyde / deere suster Alisoun 804 

As help me god / I shal thee neuere smyte 

That I haue doon / it is thy seK to wyte 

ffbryeue it me / and that I thee biseke 

And yet eft soones / I hitte hym on the cheke 808 

And seyde theef/ thus muchel am I wreke 

Now wol I dye / I may no lenger speke 

IF But at the laste / with muchel care and wo 

We fille acorded / by vs seluen two 812 

He yaf me / al the brydel in myn bond 

To han the gouemance / of hous and lond 

And of his tonge / and his bond also 

And made hym brenne his book* anon right tho 816 
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And whan that I hadde / geten Tii-to me 

By maiatrye / al the soueraynetee 

And fat he soydo / myn owene trewo wyf 

Do as thee lust" the t«rme of al thy lyf 

K.eepe thyn honour / and keeps eek niyn estaat 

After that day / we hadde neuei'e debaat/ 

God help me 80 / I was t« hym as kynde 

Ae any wyf / from Denniarlt' vn-to Inde 

And also trewe / and so was he to me 

I pray to god / that sit in mageatee 

So bleaae bis eoule / for his mercy deere 

Now wol I seye my tale / if ye wol heere 



[The Wrangle letwcen the Summimer and Friur.] 

Xht frere logh / whan he hadde herd ol this 
Now dame qnod he / so haue I ioye / or blys 
This is a long preamhie / of a tale 
And whan the Somiiour / berde the frere gale 
51 Lo quod the Somnoiir / goddes amies two 
A frere / wol cntremettc hym euej'e mo 
Iioo goode men / a flye / and eek a frere 
Wol falle in euery dyash and niatere 
What spekestow / of preambiilacioun 
What arable / or trotte / or pees / or go sit doiin 
Thow lettest ouro disporP in this mancro 
^ Te woltow 80 / sir Somnour / quod the frere 
Now by my feith / I shal er that I go 
Telle of a Somnour / swich a tale / or two 
That al the folk/ ebal laughen in this place 
V Now ellia frere / I wol hishrewe thy face 
Quod this Somnour / and I bishrewe me 
But if I telle tales / two oi tbre 
Of freres / er I come to Sydyngbome 
That I shal make / thyn berte for to morne 
r 15S (8-T. 367) 
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flfor wel I woot* thy pacience is gon 

IF Oure hoost* cryde pees / and that anon 

And seyde / lat the womman / telle hir tale 

Ye fare as folk/ that dronken ben of Ale 852 

Do dame / tel forth youre tale / and that is best* 

IF AI reddy sire quod she / right as yow lest* 

If I hane licence / of this worthy frere 

T Yis dame quod he / tel forth / and I wol heere 856 

If Here endeth the prologe of the Wyf of Bathe (J) 
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I N tholde dayea / of the kyng Arthour 
I Of which that Britons / speben greet honour 
_JL AJ was thia land / fulflld of fiairye 
The Elf queene / with liir ioly compaignye 
Daunced ful ofte / ia many a grene mede 
This was / the olde opjnyon) / as I rede 
I apeke / of many himdred yerys ago 
But now kan no man / ee none Elues mo 
V the grete charitee / and prayeres 
Of lymytours / and othere holy frerea 
That aerchea / ciiery lond and euery atreom 
As thikke / as motes in thi; Bonne beem 
Blesaynge hallea / chamhres / kicheues bouree 
Citees / Buighes / Caatele / hye Touree 
Thropea / Bemes / Shipnea / dayeryes 
This maketh. / pat ther been no fairyes 
fibr thet as Tonf to 'walken was an Elf 
Ther walketh now / the lymytonr hym self 
In Tudermelys / and in moiwenynges 
And seith his matyns / and his holy thyi^es 
As he gooth / in his lymytacioun 
Wommen / may go saufly vp and down 
In euery bussh / or vnder euery tree 
Ther ie noon oother Incubus / hut he 
And he ne wol doon hem / hut dishonour 
IT And so bifel / that thia kyng Ai'thour 
Hadde in his hous / a lusty Bachiler 
That on a day / cam ridyng fro Ryuer 
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And happed that allone / as he was bom 

He say a mayde / walkynge hym bifom 

Of which mayde / anoon maugree hir hed 

By verray force / he rafte hir maydenhed 888 

ffor which oppressiown / was swich clamour 

And swich pursuyte / vn-to the kyng Arthour 

That dampned was this knyght/ for to be deed 

By cours of lawe / and sholde ban lost his heed 892 

Par auentnre / swich was the statut tho [iMf eo] 

But that the queene / and othere ladyes mo 

So longe preyden / the kyng of grace 

Til he his lyf / hym graunted in the place 896 

And yaf hym to the queene / al at hir wille 

To chese / wheither she wolde / hym saue or spille 

The queen thanked the kyng with al hir might 

And after this / thus spak she to the knyght 900 

Whan that she saw / hir tyme vp-on a day 

Thow standest yet quod she / in swich array 

That of thy lyf / yet hastow no suretee 

I graunte thee lyf / if thow kanst tellen me 904 

What thyng is it* fat wommen moost desiren 

Be war / and keepe thy nekke boon from Iren 

And if thow kanst nat / tellen me anon 

Yet* wol I yeue thee leue / for to gon 908 

A tweK monthe and a day / to seche and lere 

An answere suffisant* in this matere 

And seuretee wol I ban / er that thow pace 

Thy body / for to yelden / in this place 912 

IF Wo was this knyght/ and sorwefully he siketh 

But what* he may nat doon / al as hym liketh 

And atte laste / he chees hym for to wende 

And come agayn / right at the yeres ende 916 

With swich answere / as god wolde hym pwrueye 

And taketh his leue / and wendeth forth his weye 

He seketh euery hous / and euery place 

Where as he hopeth / for to fynde grace 920 

HENGWRT 156 (6-T. 360) 



156 




SIX-TEXT 

oRoup D. § S. wiFs'a TALE. Heiigwrt MB. 



To leme / what thyng- wommeu loue mooat 
But he He koudo / arryuen in no coosf 
"Where as he myghte fynde / m this matere 
Two creaturea / Eicordyng' in feere 
IT Somme seyden / wommen louen hest richesae 
Sontme eoyde honour / eotnme aeyde lolifnesea 
Somme riohe airay / eowime lust ahedde 
And ofte tyme / to he widwe and wedda 
Somme aeyde / that oure herte / is mooat esed 
Whan that we haen / yflatered and yplesed 
He gooth ful ny the sothe / I wol nat lye 
A man Bhal wyiine vs best / with flaterye 
And with attendaunce / and with hiaynease 
Been we ylymed / bothe moore and lease 
^ And Bomme seyn / fat we loueu best 
ffor to be free / and do aa va leaf 
And that no man / repteue va of onre vii:e 
But Beye fmt we be wise / and no thyng nyce 
ffor trewely / ther is noon of vs alle 
If any wighf woldo clawe vs on the galle 
That we nyl like / for he seith vs sooth 
ABsay / and he ahal fynde if that so dooth 
ffor be W8 / neuer so vicious / with-Inne 
We wol be holden wise / and clene of synne 
H And sonirae seyn / that greet delit han wo 
ffor to be holden / stable and eek secree 
And in o purpos / stedefaatly to dwells 
And nat biwreye thyng" that men vs telle 
But that tale / is nat worth a Eake stele 
Pardee / we wommen / konne no thyug hele 
Witnesae on Mida / wol ye heere the tale 
IT Ouyde / amonges othere thyi^es smale 
Seyde / Mida / hadde vnder his longe herya 
Growynge vp on hia heed / two Asses erya 
The which vice he hidde / as he heat myghte 
fful sotilly / from euety mannes aighte 
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That sane his wyf / ther wiste of it na mo 

He loued hire moost* and trusted hire also 

He preyed hire / that to no creature 

She sholde tellen / of his diffigure 960 

IF She swoor hym nay / for al this world to wynne 

She nolde do / that vileynye / or syn 

To make hir housbonde / han so foul a name 

She nolde nat telle i\f for hir owene shame 964 

But nathelees / hir thoughte fat she dyde 

That she so longe / sholde a conseil hyde 

Hir thoughte / it swal so soore aboute hir herte 

That nedely / som word / hir moste asterte 968 

And sith / she dorste nat telle it to no man 

Doun to a Marys / faste by she ran 

Til she cam there / hir herte was a fyre 

And as a Bitore / bombleth in the Myre 972 

She leyde hir mouth / vn-to the water down peaf 70] 

Biwrey me naf thow water with thy sown 

Quod she / to thee I telle it and namo 

Myn housbonde / hath longe Asses erys two 976 

Now is myn herte al hool / now it is oute 

I myghte no lenger / kepe it out of doute 

Heere may ye see / thogh we a tyme abyde 

Yet out it moot* we kan no conseil hyde 980 

The remenant of the tale / if ye wol heere 

Eedeth Ouyde / and ther ye may it leere 

IF This knyght* of which my tale is specially 

Whan that he say / he myghte nat come ther by 984 

This is to seye / what wommen louen moost* 

With-Inne his brest* ful sorweful was the goost 

But hom he gooth / he myghte nat soiome 

The day was come / that homward moste he tome 988 

And in his wey / it happed hym to ryde 

In al this care / vnder a fforest syde 

Wher as he say / vp on a daunce go 

Of ladyes .xxiiij. and yet mo 992 
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Toward tlie which3 daunce / he drow ful jeme 

In hope / tliat som wisdom sholde he lerne 

But certeyuly / er he cam fully there ■ 

Vaayashod was thia daAiuce / he ayste where 99IJ 

No creature say he / that bar lyf 

8aue on the grene / he eay sittynge a wyf 

A fouler wight? ther raay no man deuyse 

Agsyn the knyght' tliis olde wyf gan ryee 

And aeydo sire knyghf? heer forth nc lyth no wey 

Tel ine / what fat ye aeken hy youre fey 

Par aueuturc / it may the hottro be 

This olde folk' konne muchel thjng quod she 

IT My leeue moder / quod thia knyght cei'teyn 

I nam but deed / but if that I kan seyn 

What thyng it is / that womnien moast desire 

Koude ye me wisaa / I wolde wel quyte youre hyre 1008 

IT Plight me thy trouthe / here in myn hand quod she 

The neste thyng* that I requei* thee 

Thow Bhidt it do / if it lye in thy myghf 

And I wol telle it yow / er it be nyghf 1012 

ITHaue here my trouthe /quod the knyght I gramit* [uiotUt] 

% Thaane quod ahe / I dai me wel auaunte 

Thy lyf ie aauf/ for I wole stoode ther by 

Vp-on my lyf/ the queene wol seye as I 1016 

Lat see / which is the prouddeste of hem ^e 

That wereth on / a couercbief / or a calle 

That dar seye nay / of that I ehal thee teche 

Lat vs go forth / with-outen longer speche 1020 

Tho rowned she / a pistel in his ere 

And bad hym to be glad / and haue no fere 

IT Whan they be comen to the Courf this knyght* 

Seyde / he hadde holde his day / as he had highf 1024 

And redy was his answere / as he aayde 

ffal many a noble wyf and many a mayde 

And many a widwe / for ])ot they ben wise 

The queene hir self / aittyng aa Itistiso 1028 
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Assembled been / this answere for to here 

And afterward / this knyght was bode appere 

To euery wighf comanded was silence 

And that the knyght* sholde telle in audience 1032 

What thyng* that worldly wommen louen best* 

This knyght* ne stood nat stille as dooth a best* 

Bat to his question / anon answerde 

With manly voys / that al the court it herd 1036 

T My lige lady / generally quod he 

Wommen desire / to haue souereyntee 

As wel / ouer hir housbonde / as hir loue 

And for to been in maistrie / hym aboue 1040 

TMs is youre moosto desir / thogh ye me kille 

Dooth as yow lisf I am here at youre wille 

IF In al the Court* ne was ther wyf ne mayde 

Ne wydwe / that contraryed that he sayde 1044 

But seyden / he was worthy ban his lyf 

IF And with that word / vp stirte that olde wyf 

Which that the knyght* say sittyng on the grene 

Mercy quod she / my souereyn lady queene 1048 

Er that youre Court departe / do me right* 

I taughte this answere / vn-to the knyght* 

ffor which / he plighte me his trouthe there 

The firste thyng* I wolde hym requere 1062 

He wolde it do / if it laye in his myght* [leaf 71] 

Bifore the court* thanne preye I thee sire knyght* 

Quod she / that thow me take vn-to thy wyf 

flfor wel thow woost* that I haue kept thy lyf 1066 

If I seye fals / sey nay vp-on thy fey 

IF This knyght answerde / aUas and weilawey 

I woot right wel / that swich was my biheste 

ffor goddes loue / as chees a newe requeste 1060 

Taak al my good / and lat my body go 

IF Nay thanne quod she / I shrewe vs bothe two 

ffor thogh Jjat I be foul / old / and poore 

I nolde for al the metal / ne for oore 1064 
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That ynder erthe is graue / or lith aboue 

But if thy wyf I were / and eek thy loue 

^ My loue quod he / nay my dampnaciofl 

Alias / that any of my naciofi 1068 

Sholde euere / so foule disparaged be 

But al for noght* thende is this / that he 

Constreyned was / he nedes moste hir wedde 

And taketh his olde wyf / and goth to bedde 1072 

f Now wolden som men / seye par auenture 

That for my necligence / I do no cure 

To tellen yow / the ioye / and al tharray 

That at the feste / was that ilke day 1076 

To which thyng* shortly / answere I shal 

I seye / ther nas no ioye / ne feste at al 

Ther nas but heuynesse / and muche sorwe 

flfor pnuely / he wedded hire on morwe 1080 

And al day after / hidde hym as an Owle 

So wo was hym / his wyf looked so foule 

f Greet was the wo / the knyght hadde in his thoght* 

Whan he was with his wyf / a bedde ybroght* 1084 

He walweth / and he turneth to and fro 

His olde wyf/ lay smylyng euere mo 

And seyde / o deere housbonde benedicite 

flfareth euery knyght thus with his wyf/ as ye 1088 

Is this the lawe / of kyng Arthures hous 

Is euery knyght of his / thus daungerous 

I am youre owene loue / and youre wyf 

I am she / which that saued hath youre lyf 1092 

And certes / yet ne dide I yow neuere vnright* [ieftf7i,i»ck] 

Why fare ye thus with me / this firste nyght* 

Ye faren lyk a man / hadde lost his wit 

What is my gUt/ for goddes loue tel it 1096 

And it shal ben amended / if I may 

f Amended quod this knyght* alias nay / nay 

It wol nat ben amended neuere mo 

Thow art so loothly / and so old also 1100 
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And ther-to comen / of so lowe a kynde 

That litel wonder is / thogh I walwe and wynde 

So wolde god / myn herte wolde breste 

IT Is this quod she / the cause of youre vnreste 1104 

IT Ye certeynly quod he / no wonder is 

IT iN'ow sire quod she / I koude amende al this 

If that me liste / er it were dayes thre 

So wel ye myghte / here yow vn-to me 1108 

IT But for ye speken of swich gentillesse ir Noto ben* . 

As is descended / out of old richesse 

That therfore / sholden ye be gentil men 

Swich errogafice / is nat worth an hen 1112 

Looke who fat is / moost vertuous alway 

Pryuee and apert* and moost entendeth ay 

To do / the gentil dedes / fat he kan 

Taak hym / for the gentileste man 1116 

Crist/ wol we clayme of hym oure gentilesse 

Nat of oure eldres / for hir old richesse 

flfor thogh they yeue vs / al hir heritage 

ffor which we clame / to been of hir parage 1120 

Yet may they nat biquethe / for no thyng* 

To noon of vs / hir vertuous lyuyng* 

That made hem / gentil men ycalled be 

And bad vs / folwen hem in swich degree 1124 

IT Wcl kan / the wise poete of fflorence 

That highte Danf speken in this sentence 

Lo / in swich manere rym / is Dantes tale 

fful selde vp riseth / by his branches smale 1128 

Prowesse of man / for god of his prowesse 

Wole /. that of hym / we clayme oure gentilesse 

ffor of oure eldres / may we no thyng clayme 

But temporal thyng* that man may hurte and mayme 1132 

Eek euery wight* woot this as wel I peaf 72] 

If gentilesse / were planted naturelly 

Vn-to a certeyn lynage / doun the lyne 

Pryuee and apert* thanne wolde they neue^'e fyne 1136 
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Td daon / of gantOHH / the faire office 
Uhx BV^ta d» / no rileynye o: 
^ Tkik tjt/nBd ban it in the detkeste hous 
Btttfu tiito/ ■ad thft UoHiit of kauka^ous 
.And kt nan thrtto ttie dores / and go themiB 
Tet vol tbe ^ / ■■ £nrc Ije and bieime 
ii* twan^ Utoanad meo / myghte it biholde 
Wm ottoa matmi f af\/ol it holde 
Tp p«il of mj Ij* til that it dye 
Hen iB«7 je as wd /"Low fiat geuterje 
]■ natvuMoced / to potBeaslon) 
fiUi fiiOd no doon hir operacion) 
Alwoy / ■■ dootk-tho t$r lo in his kpide 
flbr god it iroot^ imb' may wel often fynde 
A Lndeo waaa / do ahtiue and vileynye 
Aad ks ^ m^ but prya / of his gentrye 
ffiw ba mH bom / df « gentil houa 
And badde bin aLdma / noble and rertuoue 
And ajl bjn Mlnen / do no gentil dedis 
Ne folven He gentil Auucestre / that deed ii 
He njB nat gentil / be he due or !£rl 
fEbr vUeynea synfiil dedes / maken a cbed 
ffor gentilesse / nye bnt lenomee 
Of thyne Anncestres / for hir hye bountee 
Which 18 stiaunge thyng^ for thy pervone 
Thy gentileaBe / cometh Iro god allone 
Thanue comth / onie venay gentilesse of grace 
It was no thyng" biquethe va / with oure place 
Theuketh how noble / as seith Valerius 
Was thilke / Tulliiis hostiUius 
That out of ponerte / roos to heigh noblesse 
£edeth Senet and redeth eek Boece 
Ther abul ye seen expree / Jiot no drede is 
That he is gentil / that dooth gentil dedis 
And ther-foie / leue housbonde / I thus conclude 
Al were it< that myne Aunceatres wei«n rude 
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Yet may the hye god / and so hope I / fi^in, \mki 

Graunte me grace / to lyuen vertuously 

Thanne am I gentil / whan fat I bigynne 

To lyuen virtuously / and weyue synne 1176 

T And ther as ye / of ponerte me repreue 

The hye god / on whom fat we bileue 

In wilful pouerte / chees to lyue his lyf 

And certes euery man / mayden / or wyf 1180 

May ynderstonde / fat JhesMs heuene kyng« 

Ne wolde nat chese / a vicious lyuyng* 

Glad poucrte / is an honeste thyng certeyn 

This wol Senek* and othere clerkes seyn 1184 

Who so fat halt hym payd / of his pouerte 

I holde hym riche / al hadde he nat a sherte 

He that coueiteth / is a poure wight* 

ffor he wolde han / that is nat in his myght* 1188 

But he fat noght hath / ne coueiteth haue 

Is riche / al thogh we holde hym but a knaue 

Verray pouerte / is synne proprely 

luuenal seith / of pouerte myrily 1192 

f The poure man / whan he gooth by the weye 

Bifom the theues / he may synge and pleye 

Pouerte is hateful good / and as I gesse 

A fill greet bryngere / out of bisynesse 1196 

A greet amendere eek* of Sapience 

To hym / that taketh it in pacience 

Pouerte is thyng* al thogh it seme elenge 

Possession / that no wight wol chalenge 1200 

Pouerte ful often / whan a man is lowe 

Maketh hym self/ and eek his god to knowe 

Pouerte / a spectacle is / as thynketh me 

Thurgh which he may / his verray freendes se 1204 

And ther-fore sire / syn fat I noght yow greue 

Of my pouerte / namoore ye me repreue 

IF iN'ow sire / of elde ye repreue me 

And certes sire / thogh noon auctoritee 1208 
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Were in no book/ ye gentils of honour 

Seyn / fat men an old wiglif sholde doon fauoor 

And clepe hym fader / for youre gentilesse 

And Auctours / slial I fynden / as I gesse 1212 

IT Kow ther ye seye / that I am fool and old [iMf 7t] 

Thanne drede yew noghf to been a Cokewold 

ffor filthe and elde / al-so mote I thee 

Been grete wardeyns / vp-on chastitee 1216 

But nathelees / syn I knowe youre delit/ 

I shal fulfiUe / youre worldly appetif 

IF Chees now quod she / oon of thise thinges tweye 

To han me foul and old / til that I deye 1220 

And be to yow / a trewe humble wyf 

And neuere yow displese / in al my lyf 

Or ellis / ye wol han me / yong and fair 

And take youre auenture / of the repair 1224 

That shal be to youre hous / by cause of me 

Or in som oother place / may wel be 

Now chees your seluen / wheither fat yow liketh 

f This knyght auyseth hym / and soore siketh 1228 

But atte lasts /he seyde in this manere 

My lady and my loue / and wyf so deere 

I putte me / in youre wise gouemance 

Cheseth youre self* which Jjat may be moost plesance 1232 

And moost honour to yow / and me also 

I do no fors / the wheither of the two 

ffor as yow liketh / it suffiseth me 

IF Than haue I gete / of yow maistrye / quod she 1236 

Syn I may chese / and gouemo as me lesf 

IF Ye ce?-tes wyf quod he / I holde it besf 

^ Kys me quod she / we be no lenger wrothe 

ffor by my trouthe / I wol be to yow bothe 1 240 

This is to seyn / ye bothe fair and good 

I pray to god / that I mote steruen wood 

But I to yow / bo al so good and trewe 

As euere was wyf/ syn Jjat the world was newe 1244 
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And bnt I be to mom / as fiEdrto sene 

Ay any lady / Emperice / or Queene 

That is bitwix the Est* and eek the Wesf 

Do with my lyf/ and deth / right as yow lesf 1248 

Cast vp the Curtyn / looke how pat it is 

And whan the knyghf say verraily al this 

That she so flEdr was / and so yong ther-to 

ffor ioye he hente hire / in his aimes two 1252 

His herte bathed / in a bath of bliase PMf Ti. laok] 

A thousand tyme a rewe / he gan hir kisse 

And she obeyed hym / in eueiy thyng* 

That myghte do hym plesance / or likyng* 1256 

And thus they lyue / vn-to hir lynes ende 

In parfit ioye / and Ihe^u crist vs sende 

Hoosbondes make / yonge / and fressh a bedde 

And grace / tonerbyde hem that we wedde 1260 

And eek/ I praye Jhesxi shorte hir lyues 

That noght wol be gouemed / by hir wyues 

And olde / and angry nygardes of dispence 

God sende hem soone / verray pestilence 126i 

If Here endeth the Wyues tale of Bathe 
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te worthy lymytour / thia noble frere 
I made al wey / a mancre louryng cheers 
fi ibe Somnour / but for bonestee 
-^leyna word / as yot to bym spak he 
ite laste / he seyiie vn-to the wyf 
3 quod he / god yeue yow right good lyf 
Ye ban hecr touched / al so mote I thee 
In SDolo niatcie / greet ditEicultce 
Ye tan aeyd muche thyng' right n 
But dame / here as we rydea by the weye 
Va nodeth naf to spekea / but of gume 
And lete Auctoriteea / on goddes n 
To prechyngi aad to aeole of tlergye 
Buf if it like / to thia tompaiguye 
1 wol yow / of a Somnour telle a game 
Pardee / ye may wel knowe by the name 
That of a SomnoMr / may no good be aayd 
I praye / that noon of yow / be ypayd 
A somnour / is a rennere Tp and doun 
With niandementz / for fornicacioun 
And ia ybeP at enery townca endo 
^ Oure boost tho spak / a sire / ye sholdo be hende 
And curteys / as a man of youre estaat* 
In compaiguye / we wol no debaaf 
Telleth youie tale / and lat the Somnour be 
V fiay quod the Somnour / lat hym seye to me 
What so hym list* whan it comth to my lof 
By god / I ahal hym quyten euery grof 
I shal hym telle / which a gret honour 
It is / to he a fiaterynge lymytour 
And of/ many another maneie cryme 
Which nedeth nat rehereen / for thia tyme 
And hia office / I achal hym telle ywys 
IT Oure hooet anawerde / pees namoore of thia 
And after thia / he eeyde vn-to the frere 
Tel forth youre tale / leene maister deere 
Here endeth the prologe of the ffrere 
166 (6-T. 371) 



372 SIX-TEXT 

OBOUP D. § 4. FRIAfi's TALE. HepgWTt MflL 167 



and bigynneth liis tale 

TTT 

ml W Hilom / ther was dwellynge in my contree 
f f An Erchedekne / a man of hy degree 
That boldely / dide execuciofl 

in pnnysshynge of ffomicacion 1304 

Of wicchecraft* and eek of Bawderye 
Of dififamaciofl / and auoutrye 
Of chirche Eeues / and of testamentz 
Of contractes / and eek of lakke of sacramentz 1308 

Of vsnre / and of Symonye also 
But certes / lecchours / dide he grettest wo 
They sholde synge^n if that they were hent* ^^Jj?5^1^jj^*jj 
And smale tyth2eres were foule yschenf H^ii^ll^T' 
If any person /^ wold vp-on hem pleyne 
Ther myghte^ asterte hym no pecunial peyne 
ffor smale 2 tithes & for smal offryng* 
He made the^ peple ful pitusly to syng* 1316 

ffor er the^ byssehop caght hem with hys hooc 
They were^ in the erchdeknys book/ 
And thanne^ had he thurgh hys lurisdicciofi 
Power / to 2 do on hem correccion 1320 

He hadde a Somnowr / redy to his bond [leaf 74, back] 

A slyer boy / nas noon in Engelond 
ffor subtilly / he hadde his espiaille 
That taughte hym / wher hym myghte auaille 1324 

He koude spare / of lecchours / oon or two 
To techen hym / to foure and twenty mo 
ffor theigh this Somnowr / wood were as an hare 
To telle his harlotrye / I wol nat spare 1328 
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ffor we been / out of liia correcciofi 

They ban of va / iio lurisdiccion. 

Ke neucre ahuUeu / terme of Mr 1; 

IT Peter / so been the ■womineii of the styvee 

Quod this Somnour / yput out of my euro 

IT Pees with myachaunce / and with myeauenture 

Thus aeyda oure boost / and lat hyni telle hia tale 

Kow telleth forth / thogh pat the SomnoHr g) 

Ke epareth nat* myn owene mayater deere 

IT This false theof* this SomnoKc / quod the &ere 

Eadde alwoy / baudes redy to his hoad 

As any baulc to lure in Engelond 1340 

Tliat tolde hym / al the eecree pat they knewe 

ffor hire aqueyntance / was nat tome of newe 

They weren / hise Approwours pryuely 

He took hym self / a greet p?-ofit ther by 131t J 

Hia maister knew nat alwey / what he wan 'I 

With-outen mandemenf a lewed man 

He koude eomne / on peyne of cristoa curs 

And they were glade / for to fiUe hia purs 1348 

And make hym / grete feslea atte nala 

And right aa ludaa / hadde pur^us sniale 

And was a theef/ right awii;h a theef washe 

His maister / badde but half his duetee 1352 

He was / if I ahal yeuen bynj hia laude 

A theef / and eek a somnour / and a baudo 

He hadde eek weacbea / at his retenue 

That wheither fat sir Kobe»-t / or sira hewe 1356 

Or lakke / or Eauf or who eo that it were 

That lay by hem / tbey tolde it in his ere 

Thus was the wencbe and he / of oon aasenP 

And he wolde fecche / a feyned mandementf 1360 

And aomne bem to Chapitre / bothe two [tnfie] 

And pile the man / and lete the wenche go 

IT Tbanne wolde he aeye / fieend I elial for thy aake 

Do atryke hire / out of oure lettres blake 1 364 
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Thee thar namore / as in this cas trooaille 

I am thy freend / ther I thee may aoaille 

Certeyn / he knew of brybeiyes mo 

Than possible is / to telle in yeres two 1368 

ffor in this world / nys dogge for the bowe 

That kan an hnrt deer / from an hool knowe 

Bet than this Somnour / knewe a sly lecchour 

Or an Anonter / or a paramour 1372 

And for that was / the frayt of al his rente 

Ther-fore on if he sette al his entente 

% And so bifel / that ones on a day 

This Somnour / enere waityng on his pray 1376 

ffor to somne an old wydewe / a Eibibe 

ffeynynge a cause / for he wolde brybe 

Happed / that he say / bifore hym ryde 

A gay yeman / vnder a fforest syde 1380 

A bowe he bar / and arwes brighte & kene 

He hadde vp-on / a courtepy of grene 

An hat yp-on his heed / with frenges blake 

IT Sire quod this Somnour / hayl / and wel atake 1384 

IT Wel come quod he / and euery good felawe 

Where ridestow / vnder this grene shawe 

Seyde this yeman / wiltow fer to day 

IT This Somnour hym answerde / and seyde nay 1388 

Here faste by quod he / is myn entente 

To ryden / for to reysen vp a rente 

That longeth / to my lordes duetee 

IT Arfcow thanne a Bailly ? / ye quod he 1392 

He dorste nat* for verray filtbe and shame 

Seye fat he was a Somnour / for the name 

IT Depardieux quod this yeman / deere brother 

Thow art a bailly / and I am another 1396 

I am ynknowen / as in this contree 

Of thyn aqueyntance / 1 wolde praye thee 

And eek of bretherhede / if fat yow leste 

I haue gold / and siluer/ in my cheste 1100 
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If that thee happed to comQ in oure ahire - OMifTs^iMeQ 

Al shal be thyn / right as thow wolt desire 

^ Graunt mercy quod this Somaour / by my feith- '* 

Euerich in ootheres bond / his trouthe leyth 1404 

ffor to be sworn bretheren / til they deye 

In daliaimce / they ryden forth and pleye ' 

^ This Somnoi^r / which J^at was / as ful of langles 

As ful of venym / been thise waryangles 1408 

And euere enqueryng* vp-on euery thyng* '•. 

Brother quod he / where is now youre dwellyng* 

Another day / if Jat I sholde yow seche . / 

This yeman hym answerde / in softe speche 1412 

^ Brother quod he / fer in the North contree 

Where as I hope / som tyme I phal thee see 

Er we departe / I shal thee so wel wisse 

That of myn hous / ne shaltow neuere mysse .141€ 

^ Now brother quod this Somnowr I yow preye 

Teche me / whil J>at we ryden by the weye 

Syn fat ye been a Baillyf / as am I 

Som subtiltee / and tel me feithfully 1420 

In myn office / how I may moost wynne 

And spareth nat* for conscience ne synne 

But as my brother / tel me how do ye 

IF Now by my trouthe / brother deere / seyde he 1424 

As I shal tellen thee / a feithful tale 

My wages been / ful streyte / and ful smale 

!My lord is hard to me / and daungerous 

And myn office / is ful laborous 1 428 

And therfore / by extorcions I lyue 

ffor sothe I take / al that men wol me yeue 

Algate / by sleighte / or by violence 

ffro yeer to yeer / I wynne al my dispence 1432 

I kan no bettre tellen / feithfully 

IF Now certes quod this Qomnour / so fare I 

I spare nat to taken / god it woof 

But it be to heuy / or to hoot* 1 436 
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What I may gete / in coiiseil pnuely 

'No manere conscience / of th&t hane I 

Kere myn extorciofi / I myghte nat lynen 

Ne of swiche lapes / wol I nat he sbryuen 1440 

Stomak* ne Conscience / ne knowe I noon [lenf 7l] 

I sherewe / thise Shryf tes-fiadres euerycliOn 

Wei be we met* by god / and by Seint lame 

But leeue brother / tel me thanne thy name 1444 

Quod this Somnour / in this mene whyle 

This yeman / gan a litel for to smyle 

f Brother quod he / woltow Jat I theft t^Ue 

I am a feend / my dwellyng* is in helle 1448 

And here I ryde / abottte my purchasyng» 

To wite / wher men wol yeue me any thyng* 

My pwrchas / is theflfect of al my rente 

Looke how thow rydest* for the same entente J 452 

To Wynne good / thow rekkest neuere how 

Bight so fare I / for ryde wold I now 

Vn-to the worldes ende / for a preye 

^ A quod this SomnoMr / benedicite what sey ye 1456 

I wende / ye were a yeman trewely 

Ye han a mannes shape / as wel as I 

Han ye a figure thanne / determynat 

In helle ther ye been / in youre estat 146Q 

IT Nay certeynly quod he / ther haue we noon 

But whan vs liketh / we kan take vs oon 

Or ellis make yow seme / we ben shape 

Som tyme / lyk a man / or lyk.an Ape 1464 

Or lyk an Aungel / kan I ryde or go 

It is no wonder thyng* theigh it be so 

A lousy logelour / kan deceyue thee 

And pardee yet kan I / moore craft than he 1468 

^ Whi quod this Somnour / ryde ye thanne or goon 

In sondry shape / and nat alwey in oon 

IF ffor we quod he / wol vs swiche formes make 

As moost able is / oure preyes for to take 1472 
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IT What maketh yow / to han al this labour 

^ fFul many a cauae / leue aire Somnour 

Seyde tliia feend / but alle thyng hath tyme 

The day is short/ and it is passed pryme 

And yef ne wan I no thyng* in this day 

I wol entonde / to wjnnyng/ if I may 

And nat entende / cure wittea to declare 

Hbr brother myn / thy wit is al to bare 1480 

To -vnderatondo / al-thogh I tolde hem thee Paiit, h«*] 

But for thow axesf why labouren we 

Sor eom tyme / we been goddea lostrumentK 

And meenea / to doon his comandenientz 

Whan that hym list/ vp on his creatures 

In diaers art- and in diuerae figures 

With-outen hym / we han no myght cffl^yn 

If that hym lyst" to stonde ther agayn 

And som tyme / at oure prey ore / han we leue 

Oonly the body / and nat the eoule greue 
Witnesse on lob / whom fat we diden wo 
And aom tyme / han we myght of bothe two 
This is to seyn / of aoule and body eke 
And aom tyme / he we suffred for to seke 
Vp-on a man / and do his soule vnreste 
And nat his body / and al ia for the beste 
Whan he with-standeth / oure teraptaciofi 
It is / a cauae / of hia aauacioB 
Al be it* that it was / nat oure entente 
He aholde be sauP but pat we wolde hym hente 
And som tyme / be we ewuant^ vn-to man 
Aa to the Erchebiashope / Seint Dunstan 
And to the Apostles / aeruant eek was I 
It Yet tel me / quod the Somnour feithfully 
Make ye yow newe bodyes / thus alway 
Of Elementz f / the feend answorde nay 
Som tyme we feyne / and aom tyme we arysu 
With detle bodyes / in f ul sondry wyse 
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^^nd speke as renably / and faiie and wel 

^.Aa to the Phitonissa / dide Samuel 

«And yet wol som men seye / it was nat he 

H do no fors / of youre dyuynytee 1512 

I3nt o thyng wame I thee / I wol nat lape 

TThow wolt algates wite / how we be shape 
*rhow shalt her afterwardes / my brother deere 
Come there / thee nedeth nat of me to lere 1516 

ffor thow shalt* by thyn owene experience 
Konne in a chayer / rede of this sentence 
Bet than Virgile / whil he was on lyue 
Or Dant also / now lat vs ryde blyne 1520 

ffor I wol holde / compaignye with thee OmiT 77] 

Til it be so / that thow forsake me 
If l^ay quod this Somnoz^r / that shal nat bityde 
I am a yeman / knowen is ful wyde 1524 

My trouthe wol I holde / as in this cas 
ffor theigh thow were / the deuel Sathanas 
My trouthe wol I holde / to thee my brother 
As I am sworn / and ech of ys til oother 1528 

ffor to be trewe brother / in this cas 
And bothe we goon / abouten oure purchas 
Taak thow thy part* what fat men wol thee yeue 
And I shal myn / thus may we bothe lyue 1532 

And if that any of vs / haue moore than oother 
Lat hym be trewe / and parte it with his brother 
IF I graunte quod the deuel / by my fey 
And. with that word / they ryden forth hir wey 1536 

And riglit at the entryng* of the townes ende 
To which this Somnour / shoop hym for to wende 
They saye a Carf that charged was -with hey 
Which that a Cartere / droof forth in his wey 1540 

Deep was the wey / for which the Carte stood 
This Cartere smoof and cryde as he were wood 
Hayt Brot hayt Scof what spare ye for the stones 
The feend quod he / yow fecche body and bones 1544 
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Qrtlily / aa M 

iheil wo / as I haue with yow tholed 
uel hauo al / bothe hora / and Carf and hey 
Somnoa?" Beydo / heer ahul we han a play 
£ ler the feead he drogh / as noght we v, 
fia Tiely / and rowned in hia ere 
Eerkne my brother / hertne by thy feith 
Hereatow nat how frd the Cartere seith 
Uent it anon / for he hath yeue it thee 
Eothe hey / and Carf and eek his caplos thre 
IT Nay quod the denel / god woof neuer a, del 
It iH nat bis entente / trust thow me wel 
Axe hjm thy self/ if thow nat ttowcat me 
Or ellja atynt a while / and thow shalt se 
IT Thia Cartere / taketh his hors vp-on the croupe 
And they bigonne / drawen and to el 
Heyt now quod he / thei liinaa crist yow bleaae itBufTT.bi 
And al his handes wert bothe n 
That was wel twighf myn owene lyard boy 
I pray god saue thee / and Seint loy 
JTow ia my Carf out of the alow pardee 
IT Lo brother quod the feend / what tolde I thee 
Heere may ye ae / myn owene deere brother 
The Carl spak o thyng" but he thi^hte another 
Lat Ts go fotHi / ahouteu oure viage 
Keeie wysne I no thyng rp-on oari^e 
IT Whan that they comen / Bom what out of towne 
This SomnooT / to his brother gan to rowne 
Brother quod he / here woneth an old rebekke 
That hadde al-moosf as leef to leae hii nekke 
As for to yeue a penj / of hir good 
I wol han .xij. pens / thogh that she be wood 
Or I wol somne hire / vn-to oure office 
And yet god woof of hire knowe I no vice 
But for thow canst naf as in thia contree 
"Wynne thy cosf taak heer ensample of me 
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This Somnour / clappeth at the wydwes gate 

Com out quod he / thow olde viritrate 

I trowe thow hasf som frere / or preest with thee 

^ Who clappeth seyde this wyf / benedicitee 1584 

God saue yow sire / what is youre swete wille 

If I haue quod he / of somonce a bille 

Vp peyne of cursyng* looke that thow be 

To morn / bifore the Erchedeknes knee 1588 

Tanswere to the court* of certejn. thynges 

IT Now lord quod she / crist Ihe^u kyng of kynges 

So wisly helpe me / as I ne may 

I haue been syk* and that ful many a day 1^92 

I may nat go so fer quod she / ne ryde 

But I be deed / so priketh it in my syde 

May I nat axe a libel / sire Somnour 

And answere there / by my procutour 1596 

To swiche thyng* as men wole opposen me 

IF Yis quod this Somnour / pay anon lat see 

Twelf pens to me / and I wol thee acquyte 

I shal no profyt ban ther by / but lyte 1600' 

My Maister hath the profit /and nat I [lerfTsj 

Com of / and lat me ryden hastily 

Yif me .xij. pens / I may no lenger tarye 

^ Twelf pens quod she / now lady Seinte Marie 1604 

So wisly help me god / out of care and synne 

This wyde world / thogh that I sholde wynne 

"Ne haue I nat .xij. pens / with-Inne myn hoold 

Ye knowen wel / that I am poure and oold 1608 

Kythe youre almesse / on me poure wrecche 

IF Nay thanne quod he / the foule feend me fecche 

If I thexcuse / theigh thow shul be spilt* 

V Alias quod she / god woot I haue no gilt* ^^^^ 

IF Pay me quod he / or by the swete Seinte Anne 

As I wol here awey / thy newe panne 

ffor dette / which thow owest me of oold 

Whan J>at thow madest / thyn housbonde cokewold 1616 
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I payde at hom / for thy oorrecciofl 

IT Thow lyst quod she / by my sauflcioQ 

He waa I neuere er now / wydwe ne wyf" 

Somoned vn-to youre 001111? in ol my lyf / 

He neuer* I naa / but of my body trewe 

Vn-to tbe deuel / blak* and row of hewe 

Tone I tby body / and my panne also 

V And whan tho deuel / herde hire cursen so 

Vp-on hir kneea / ha eeyde in this manere 

How Mabely / myn owene moder deere 

Ib this youro wyl in emeat/ fat ye ei 

IF The deuel quod she / so fecche hym er he deye 

And panne and al / but he wol hym repente 

IT Hay olde atof that is nat myn entente 

Quod this Somnour / for to repente me 

ffor any thyng* that I haue had of thee 

I wolde I hadde thy smok / and eueiy elooth 

IT How brother quod the deuel / be aoght wrooth 

Thy body and this panne / been myne hy right 

Thow shalt with me to hello / yet to nyghP 

Wher thow shalt knowen / of oute pryuetee 

Moore / than a maister of dynynytee 

And with that word / this foule feend hym hente 

Body and Boule / he with the deuel wente 

"Wher aa that Somnouis / ban hir heritage pm 

And god / that made after his ymage 

Mankynde / saue / and gyde ts alle and some 

And leue thise Somnoars / goode men to bicome 

% Lordyngea I koude han told yow / quod the frere 

Hadde I bad leyser / for this Somnowr heere 

After the text/ of criaf Poul and lofin 

And of oure othere doctouis / many oon 

Swich peynes / that youre hertes myghte agryse 

Al be it eo / no tonge may it deuyae 

Thogh that I mygbte / a thousand wynter telle 

The peynes / of thilke cursed hous of helle 
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But for to kepe vs / fro that cursed place 

Waketh / and preyeth Ihe^u for his grace 

So kepe ys / fro the temptour Sathanas 

Herketh this word / beth war as in this cas 1656 

The leon) sif in his awayt alway 

To sle the Innocent* if that he may 

Disposeth ay youre hertes / to withstonde 

The feend / that yow wolde maken thral and bonde 1660 

He may nat tempte yow / ouer youre myghf 

ffor crist* wol be youre champion and knyght» 

And prayeth / that this Somnot/rs hem repente 

Of hir mysdedes / er that the feend hem hente 1664 

If Here endeth / the freres tale 
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% The Prologe / of the Somnours tale ^ [<» vts, wt] 

This Somnour in his Stiropes / hye he stood 
Vp-on this frere / his herte was so wood 
That lyk an Aspen lief / he quook for Ire 
IT Lordynges quod he / but o thyng I desire 1668 

I yow biseke / that of youre curteisye 
Syn ye han herd / this false frere lye 
As suffreth me / I may my tale telle 
This frere bosteth / that he knoweth helle 1672 

And god it woot* that it is litel wonder 
f&eres and feendes / been but lyte a sender 
ffor pardee / ye han ofte tyme herd telle Deaf 79] 

How that a frere / rauysshed was to helle 1676 

In Spirit ones / by avisioun 
And as an Aungel / ladde hym vp and down 
To shewen hym / the peynes fat ther were 
In al the place / say he nat a frere 1680 

Of oother folk/ be say ynowe in wo 
Vn-to this Angel / spak the frere tho 
IF Now Sire quod he / han freres swich a grace 
That noon of hem / shal come to this place 1684 

IF Yis quod this Aungel / many a Milioun 
And vn-to Sathanas / he ladde hym doun 
And now hath Sathanas / seith he a tayl 
Brodder / than of a Cariyk is the sayl 1688 

Hold vp thy tayl / thow Sathanas quod he 
Shewe forth thyn ers / and lat the frere se 
Where is thee nest of freres / in tliis place 
And er fat / half a furlong wey of space 1692 
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Eight so as bees / out swarmen from an hyue 

Out of the deueles ers / ther gonne diyue 

Twenty thousand freres / on a route 

And thuTgh-out helle / swarmeden aboute 1696 

And comen again / as faste as they may gon 

And in his ers / they crepten euerychon 

He clapte his tayl agayn / and lay ful stille 

This frere / whan he looked hadde his fille 1700 

Vp-on the tormentz / of this sory place 

His spirit* god restored of his grace 

Vn-to his body agayn / and he awoot* 

But nathelees / for fere yet he quook* 1704 

So was the deueles ers / ay in his mynde 

That is his heritage / of verray kynde 

God saue yow alle / saue this cursed frere 

My prologe / wol I ende / in this manere 1708 

^ Here endeth the prologe of the Somnotirs tale (J) 
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If Here bygyunetii the Somnoura tale fjj 



I Ordynges / ther is in Torkshiie / 
I A A Mersah oontreo / called Holdernesse 
In which / ther wente a lymytour aboute 
To preche / and eek to hegge / it is no double 
And 80 bifel / that on a day this freie 
Hadde preched at a chirchc / in 
And apeoially / ahouen euery thyuy* 
Escyted he the peple / in his prechyng" 
To trentale / and to yene for goddea sake 
"Wher-with men myghte / holy houses make 
Ther as dyuyne seruice / ia honoured 
Nat ther / na it ia waatei! and deuoiued 
Nu ther / it nedeth naf to be yeuo 
As to posaeasioners / that mowen lyue 
Thanked he god / in wele and habundaace 
Trentala seyde he / deliuereth from penaunce 
TTir iioendea soales / aa wel olde as yongc 
Ye / whan that they / been hastily yaonge 
Nat for to holde a preeat' loly and gay 
He ayngeth naf but o raaaae in a day 
Deliuereth out quod he / anon the soules 
fful hard it ia / wiVt fleaah-hook/ or witA oulea 
To been y-clawed / or to brenne / or bake 
Now spedo yow hastily / for cristea sake 
And whan this frere / hadde seyd al hia entente 




qui cum patre / forth his wey he wente 



With 

Whan folk in chirche / hadde yeue hym / what hem leste 

He wente hia wey / no lenger wolde he resto 173G 
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With scryppe and typped staf / y-tukked hye 

In euery hous / lie gan to poure and prye 

And beggeth Mele / and chese / or ellis com 

His felawe hadde a staf / typped with horn 1740 

A peyre of tables / al of yuory 

And a poyntel / polysshed fetisly 

And WTOot the names / alwey as he stood 

Of alle folk / that yaf hem any good 1 744 

Ascaunces / that he wolde for hem preye pe«f so] 

Yif vs a busshel whete / Malf or Eeye 

A goddes kechyl / or a trype of cheese 

Or ellis what yow lysf we may nat chese 1 748 

A goddes half peny / or a masse peny 

Or yif vs of youre brawn / if ye haue eny 

A dagon of youre Blanket* leeue dame 

Oure suster deere / lo heere I write youre name 1752 

Bacon / or boef / or swich thyng as ye fynde 

A sturdy harlot* wente ay hem bihynde 

That was hir hostes man / and baar a sak* 

And what men yaf hem / leyde it on his bak* 1756 

And whan that he was out at dore anon 

He planed awey / the names euerichon 

That he bifom / hadde writen in his tables 

He serued hem / with nyfles and -with fables 1 760 

IT Kay ther thow lixf thow SomnoMr quod the frere 

IT Pees quod oure boost* for cristas moder deere 

Tel forth thy tale / and spare it nat at al 

IT So. thryue I quod this Somnowr / so I shal 1764 

So longe he wente / hous by hous / til he 

Cam til an hous / ther he was wont to be 

Refpesshed moore / than in an hundred placis 

Syk lay the goode man / whos the place is 1768 

Bedrede vp-on a couche / lowe he lay 

Deus hie quod he / Thomas freend good day 

Seyde this frere / curteisly and softe 

Thomas quod he / god yelde yow ful ofte 1772 
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182 GBOUF D. § 6. bummoner's tale. Hengwrt XS. 

Haue I vp-on this bench / faren fol wel 

Heere haue I eten / many a muiye mel 

And fro the bench / he droof awoy the cat" 

And leyde adoiin / his potente and his hat* 1776 

And eek his scrippe / and sotte hym softe adown 

His felawe / was go walked in to town 

flforth with his knaue / in-to that hosteliye 

Wher as he shoope hym / thilke nyght to lye 1780 

IT deere maister / quod this syke man 

How ban ye fare / sith that March bigan 

I say yow noght* this fourtnyghf or moore 

IT Grod woot quod he / laboured I haue fol soore 1784 

And specially / for thy sauaciofl [tarfao, bade] 

Haue I seyd / many a precious orisofi 

And for oure othere freendes / god hem blesse 

I haue to day / been at youre chirche at messe [^J?Jmln ** " 

And seyd a sermon / after my symple wit 

I^at al / after the text* of holy writ 

flfor it is hard to yow / as I suppose 

And ther-fore / wol I teche yow al the glose 1792 

Glosyng* is a glorious thyng certejn 

ffor lettre sleetli / so as we clerkes seyn 

Ther haue I taught hem / to be charitable 

And spends hir good / ther it is resonable 1796 

And ther I say oure dame / a where is she 

% Yond in the yerd / I trowe fat she be 

Seyde this man / and she wol come anon 

IT Ey maister / wel come be ye / by Seint lohn 1800 

Seyde this wyf / how fare ye hertely 

IT The frere ariseth vp / ful curteisly 

And hir^ embraceth / in liise armes narwe 

And kiste hir swete / and cliirteth as a Sparwe 1804 

With his lippes / Dame quod he / right wel 

As he / that is youre seruanf euery del 

Thanked be god / that yow yaf soule and lyf 

Yet say I nat this day / so fair a wyf 1 808 
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ottoup D. § 6. bummonbb'b tale, Heng^wrt XS. 183 

In al the chiiche / god so saue me 

IT Ye god amende defautes / sire quod she 

Algates / wel come be ye / by my fey 

IT Giaunt mercy dame / this haue I fonnde alwey 1812 

Buf of youre grete goodnesse / by youre leue 

I wolde pray yow / that ye nat yow greue 

I wol with Thomas / speke a litel throwe 

Thise Cuiatz / been fol necligenf and slowe 1816 

To grope tendrely / a conscience 

In shriff in prechyng* is my diligence 

And stadie / in Petres wordes / and in Ponies 

I walke / and fisshe / cristen mennes sonles 1820 

To yelden Ihe^a crist* . his propre rente 

To sprede his word / is set al myn entente 

IT Now by youre leeue / o deere sire quod she 

Chideth hym wel / for Seinte Trinitee 1824 

He is as angry / as a Pissemyre PMf si] 

Thogh that he haue / al that he kan desire 

Thogh I hym wrye a nyght* and make hym warm 

And on hym leye / my leg* outher myn arm 1828 

He groneth lyk oure boor / lyth in oure Sty 

Oother disporf right noon of hym haue I 

I may nat please hym / in no maner cas 

IT Thomas le vous dy / Thomas / Thomas 1832 

This maketh the feend / this moste been amended 

Ire is a thyng* that hye god defended 

And ther-of / wol I speke / a word / or two 

IT Now maister quod the wyf / er fat I go 1836 

What wol ye dyne / I wol go ther aboute 

IT Now dame quod he / now le vous dy sanz doute 

Haue I nat of a Capofi / but the lyuere 

And of youre softe breed / nat but a shyuere 1840 

And after thaf a rosted pigges heed 

But fat I nolde / no beest for me were deed 

Thanne hadde I with yow / homly suffisaunce 

I am a man / of litel sustenaunce 1844 
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My Spirits Lath his foatryng* in the Vihla 
The body is ay / eo ledy and peDjble 
To wake / that my stomalc is deatroyud 
I pray yow dame / ye be nat anoyyd 
Thogh I so freendly / yow my conBeil abewa 
By god / I woldo nat telle if but a fewe 
IT Kow aire quod she / but o word / er I go 
My child ia deed / with-Inne thise wykea two 
Soone after that ye wente / out of this town 
V Hia deeth say I / by reuelacioTin 
Seith thia frere / at hom in oure dortour 
I dai wel seyn / that er ])rtt half an hour 
After bis deeth / I Bay hym born to bliase 
In myn aviaion / bo god mo wisse 
So diile oure Sexteyn / and oure ffermerer 
That han been trewe freres fifty yeer 
They may now / god he thanked / of his lone 
Maken hir lubilee / and walke allone 
And Tp I roos / and al oure Couent eke 
With many & teere / triklyng on my cheke 
"With-outen noyse / or clateryng of belles 
Te Deuni was oure aong' and no thyng ellea 
Saue that to crist / I seyde an orison 
Thankynge Lym / of his reuelacion 
ffor sire and dame / truateth me right wel 
Oure orisons / been wel moore effectuel 
And moore we seen / of criatHs aecree thynges 
Than bureH folk^ al thogh J)ut they were kyngiia 
We lyue in pouerte / and in abstinence 
And bm-eH folt in richesse and dispence 
Of mete and dcynke / and in hir foul delif 
We han this worldes lust" al in despit 
I^zar and Diuea / lyueden dinersly 
And diuerae gerdon) / hadde they ther-by 
Who 80 wol praye / he moot faste and be clene 
And fatte his soule / and make hia body lene 
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OBoup D.' § 6. bummoneb's tale. Hengwrt KS. 185 

We fare as seith thapostle / clooth and foode 

Sufiiseth vs / thogh they be nat ful goode 

The clennesse / and the fastyng* of ys freres 

Maketh / that crist accepteth oure prayeres 1884 

IT Lo Moyses / fourty dayes / and fourty nyght* 

fEjEisted / er that the heighe god of myght* 

Spak with hym / in the mountayne of Synay 

With empty wombe / fastynge many a day 1888 

Eeceyued he the lawe / that was writen 

With goddes fynger / and Elye wel ye witen 

In Mount Oreb / er he hadde any speche 

With hye god / that is oure lyues leche 1892 

He fasted longe / and was in contemplaunce 

Aaron / that hadde the temple in gouemaunce 

And eek/ that othere preestes euerichon 

In-to the temple / whan they sholde gon 1896 

To preye for the peple / and do seruyse 

They nolden drynken / in no maner wyse 

No drynke / which that myghte hem dronke make 

But there in abstinence / preye and wake 1900 

Lest that they deyden / tak hede what I seye 

But they be sobre / that for the peple preye 

War that I seye namoore / for it suffiseth 

Oure lord Jhesu / as holy writ deuyseth 1904 

Yaf vs ensample / of fastyng/ and prayeres [leaf 82] 

Ther fore / we mendynantz / we sely freres 

Been wedded / to pouerte and continence 

To charitee / humblesse and abstinence 1908 

To persecucion / for rightwisnesse 

To wepyng< misericorde and clennesse 

And ther-fore may ye se / that oure prayeres 

I speke of vs / we mendinantz / we freres 1912 

Be to the hye god / moore acceptable 

Than youres / with youre festes at the table 

ffro Paradys first* if I shal nat lye 

Was man out chaced / for his glotonye 1916 
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And chaast was man / in Paradys ceiteyn 

IT But herkne Thomas / what I shal seyn 

I ne haue no texl^ of if as I suppose 

But I shal fynde it* in a maner glose 1920 

That specially / oure swete lord IhesuB 

Spak this by freres / whan he seyde thus 

Blessed be they / that poure in Spirit been 

And so forth / in the gospel / may ye seen 1924 

Wher it be likker / oure professioii 

Or hire / that swymmen in possessiofi 

flfy on hir pompe / and hir glotonye 

And for hir lewednesse / 1 hem diffye 1928 

Me thynketh / they been lyk louynyan 

fifat as a whale / and walkyng as a swan 

Al vynolent* as Botel in the Spence 

Hir preyere is / of ful greet reuerence 1932 

Whan they for soules / seye the psalm of Dauit 

Lo buf they seye / cor meum eructAuif 

Who folweth cristes gospel / and his foore 

But we that humble been / and chaast/ and poore 1936 

Werkers of goddes word / nat Auditours 

Ther fore / right as an hauk / vp at a sours 

Vp spryngeth in-to theyr / right so prayeres 

Of charitable / and chaste bisy freres 1940 

Maken hir sours / to goddes erys two 

Thomas / Thomas / so mote I ryde or go 

And by that lord / that clepid is Seint yue 

Nere thow oure brother / sholdestow nat thryue 1944 

[In^] oure chapitre / praye we day and nyghf Ci6af82,b«jk] 

To crist* that he thee sende / heele and myght* 

Thy body / for to welden hastily 

IT God woot quod he / no thyng ther-of feele I 1948 

As help me crist* as I in fewe yeres 

Haue spended / vp-on diuerse manere freres 

fful many a pound / yet fare I neuere the bet 

Certeyn / my good haue I almoost biset* 1952 
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ffiurwel mj gold / for it is al ago 

^f The frere answerde / o Thomas doostow so 

What nedeth yow / diuerse freres seche 

What nedeth hjm / that hath a parfit leche 1956 

To sechen / othere leches in the town 

Yooie inconstance / is youie confusioun 

Holde ye thanne me / or ellis ouie Couent* 

To preye for yow / been insufficient* 1960 

Thomas / that lape / nys nat worth a myte 

Youre maladye / is for we han to lyte 

A yif that Couent/ half a quarter otes 

A yif that Couent* .xxiiij. grotes 1964 

A yif that frere a peny / and kt hym go 

Nay nay Thomas / it may no thyng be so 

What is a ferthyng worth / parted in twelue 

Lo / ech thyng/ that is oned in hym selue 1968 

Is moore strong* than whan it is to-scatered 

Thomas / of me / thow shalt nat been yflatered 

Thow woldest han oure labour / al for noght* 

The hye god / that al this world hath wroght* 1972 

Seith / that the werkman / worthy is his hire 

Thomas / noght of youre tresor I desire 

As for my self / but that al oure Couent 

To praye for yow / is ay so diligent* 1976 

And for to buylden / cristes owene chirche 

Thomas / if ye wol lemen for to wirche 

Of buyldyng vp of chirches / may ye fynde 

If it be good / in Thomas lyf of Inde 1980 

Ye lye heere ful of Anger and of Ire 

With which / the deuel set youre herte afire 

And chiden heere / the sely Innocent/ 

Youre wyf/ that is so meke and pacienf 1984 

And ther-fore Thomas / trowe me if thee leste [leaf ss] 

Ne stryue nat with thy wyf/ as for thy beste 

And here this word awey / now by thy feith 

Touchynge swich thyng* lo what the wise man seith 1988 
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IF Witli-Inne thyn houa / ne be thow no h 

To thy auhgitz / do nooE oppression 

Ne make thyne aqueyntancea / nat for to fl 

And Thomaa / yet eft eoones I charge thee 

Be war from hire / that in thy bosom slepeth 

War fro the serpent" that ao sleighly crepeth 

Vnder the gras / and styngeth aubtilly 

Be war my aone / and herkne paciently 

That twenty thousand men / han lost hir lynes 

ffor atrynyug' with hir lemmans and Mr wyuea 

Now sith ye han / so holy meke a wyf 

What nedeth yow Thomaa / to maken stryf/ 

Their nys ywia / no serpent so cruel 

"Whan man tret on his tayl / no half so fel 

As womman is / whan she hath caught an Ire 

Vengeance is thanne / al that they desire 

Ire is a synne / oon of the grete of senene 

Abhomynable / vn-to the god of heuene 

And to hym self / it is destrucciofi 

This euery lowed vikor / or pnrsofi 

Ean seye / how Ire engendreth homicide 

Ire is in sooth / executonr of piyde 

I koude of Ire / seye so mnche sorwe 

My tale / sholde laste til to monve 

And ther-fore praye I god / botlie day and nyght 

An Irouamaa / god sende hym litel myght 

It is greet harm / and cw-tes greet pitee 

To sette an Irons man in heigh degree 

WHilom / ther was an Irons potestatf 
As seith Sonok' that dnrynge his estut' 
Vp-on a day / out ryden knyghtes two 
And as ffortnne woUe / that it were so 
That oon of hem cam bom / that oother noghf 
Anon the knyghl? hifore the luge is hroghl? 
That seyde thus / thow hast thy felawe alayn 
fibr which / I deme thee to the deeth certayn 
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[^Anjd to another knyght* comanded he peafss^iMoki 

Go leed hym to the deeth / I chaige thee 

And happed / as they wente by the weye 

Toward the place / ther he sholde deye 2028 

The knyght cam / which men wenden had be deed 

Thanne thoghten they / it were the beste reed 

To lede hem bothe / to the luge agayn 

They seyden / lord / the knyght ne hath nat slayn 2032 

His felawe / heere he stant hool alyue 

IT Ye shul be deed quod he / so moot I thryue 

This is to seyn / bothe oon and two and thre 

And to the firste knyght* right thus spak/ he 2036 

IT I dampned thee / thou most algate be deed 

And thow also / most nodes lese thyn heed 

ffor thow art cause / why thy felawe deyth 

And to the thridde knyght* right thus he seith 2040 

Thow hast nat doon / that I comanded thee 

And thus he dide / do sleen hem alle thre 

IT Irons Cambyses / was eek dronkelewe 

And ay delited hym / to been a shrewe 2044 

And so bifel / a lord of his meynee 

That louode / vertuous moralitee 

Seyde on a day / bitwix hem two right thus 2047 

IT A lord is ^lost if* he be vicius^ P-« in a laUr hand] 

And dronkenesse / is eek a foul record 

Of any man / and namely in a lord 

Ther is ful many an eighe / and many an ere 

Awaityng on a lord / he noot nat where 2052 

ffor goddes loue / drynk moore attemprely 

Wyn maketh man / to lesen wrecchedly 

His mynde / and eek his lymes eue/ychon 

IT The reuers shaltow se / quod he anon 2056 

And preue it* by thyn owene experience 

That wyn ne dooth to folk* no swich offence 

Ther is no wyn / bireueth me my myghf 

Of hond ne foot* ne of myne eyen sight* 2060 
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And for despite be drank ful mucbol moore 

An liundrod patf than he hoddo doon hifore 

And right anon / this Irons cursed wrecehe 

hifore hjm Leet this knyghtea sone / fecche 

Comandynge hjm / he sholde hifore hym atonde 

And aodeynly / he took his howe in honde 

And Tp the streng* he puUed to bis ere 

And with an arwe / he slow the uhilJ right there 

Now / wheither haue I / a siker hand o 

Quod he / is a! my myght and mynde agoon 

Hath wyn hyrened me / mjTi eye aight 

V What aholde I telle / thanawere of the knyght^ 

Hia soae was slayn / ther is namooi* to seye 

Beth war ther fore / with lordea how ye pleye 

Syngeth Placebo / and I ahal if I kan 

But if it be / vn-to a poure n 

To a, poure man / men eholdo hia y 

But nat to a lord / thogh he aholde go to helle 

% Lo Iroua Syrua / tbilke Percien 

How he destroyed / the rytier of Gyaen 

ifor thnt an hors of hia / waa dreyut ther-Inne 

Whan that he wente / Eabiloyne to Wynne 

He made / that the Hyuer was so snml 

That wommen / myghte wade it oner al 

Lo what aeyde he / that so wel teche kan 

Ne be no felawe / to an Irons man 

He with no wood man / walke by the weye 

Leat thee repente / I wo! no ferther seye 

IT Now Thomas leeue brother / lef thyn Ire 

Thow shalt me fynde / as lust' as is a Squyre 

Hoold nat the deueles knyf / ay at thyn herte 

Thyn, angre dooth thee / al to aoore smerte 

But shewe to me / al thy confessiofi 

IT Nay quod the sike man / by Seint Symon 

I haue be ahryuen this day / at my Curaf 

I haue hym toold / hoolly al myn estaf 

HENOWRT 190 (e-T. 395) 



396 SIX-TEXT 

QBoup D. § 6. suhmonbb's talb. Hengwrt KB. 191 

Nedeth namoore to speke of it seith lie 

But if me list* of myn humylitee 

IT Yif me tlianne of thy gold / to make oure cloystre 

Quod lie / for many a Muscle / and many an Oystre 2100 

Whan othere men / han heen ful wel at eyse 

Hath been oure foode / oure Cloystre for to reyse 

And yet god woot* vnnethe the fundement/ 

Parfoumed is / ne of oure pauement* 2104 

['NJys nat a tylo / yet* with-Inne oure wones {}Rati. iwifsi,!*] 

By god / we owen fourty pound for stones 

Now help Thomas / for hym fat harwed heJle 

Or ellis mote we / oure hookes selle 2108 

And if yow lakke / oure predicacion 

Thanne gooth the world / al to destruccion 

ffor who so / fro this world / wolde vs bireue 

So god me saue / Thomas by youre leue 2112 

He wolde bireue / out of the world the sonne 

ffor who kan teche / and werchen as we konne 

And that is nat* of litel tyme quod he 

But sith Elie was / or Elize 2116 

Han freres been / that fynde I of record 

In charitee / thonked be oure lord 

Now Thomas / help for Seint^ charitee 

And down anon / he set hym on his knee 21,20 

IT This sike man / weex wel neigh wood for Ire 

He wolde / that the frere / hadde been afire 

With his false dissimulaciofi 

Swich thyng/ as is in my possession 2124 

Quod he Z-* that may I yeue and noon oother 

Ye sey me thus / how that I am youre brother 

IT Ye certes quod the frere / tnisteth wel 

I took oure dame / oure lettre with oure sel 2128 

IT Now wel quod he / and som what* shal I yeue 

Vn-to youre holy Couent* wliil I lyue 

And in thyn hand / thow shalt it han anon 

On this concliciofl / and oother noon 2132 
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That thow doparte it ao / my deeie brother 

That euery frere / hnue as rnuche as oother 

This ahaltow swere / on thy pyofeaaiofl 

"With-outen fraud e / or cauelacion 

11 I awere it quod this frere / vp-on my feith 

And ther with al / his hand in his he leith 

Lo here my feith / in me / shal be no kk 

IT Now thanne put thyn hand / down by my hak* 

Seyde this man / and grope wel bihynde 

Bynetho my buttok" there shaltow Jynde 

A thyng* that I haue hyd in pryuetee 

IT A thoghte this frera / that shal go with me 

And down his hand / he launcheth to the cliftft 

In hope / for to fyndo thero a yifte 

And whan this aike man / felte tliis frere 

Aboute his tuwel / grope there and heere 

Amyddo his hand / he leet the frere a farf 

Ther is no capul / drawyng in a Carf 

That myghte han late a fart' of swieh a sown 

IT The frere vp atirte / ua dooth a wood leoun 

A false cherl quod he / for goddes bones 

This hastow for despif doon for the nones 

Thow shalt abye this farf if fat I may 

His meynee / which that harden this af&ay 

Cam lepyng In / and ohaced out the irere 

And forth he gooth / with a ful angry cheere 

And fette his felawe / ther as lay his stoor 

He looked / as he were a wilde boor 

He gryut with his teeth / so was he wrooth 

A sturdy paas / doun to the court he gooth 

Wher as ther woned / a man of greet honour 

To whom /' that he was alwey oonfessour 

This worthy man / was lord of that village 

This frere cam / as he were in a rage 

Where aa this lord / sat etyngi at his boord 

Tnnethe / myghte the frere speke a woord 
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Til atte laste / he seyde / god yow see 

IT This lord gan looke / and seyde benedicitee 

What firere lofin / what manere world is this 

I se wel / that som thyng* ther is amys 2172 

Ye looken / as the wode were ful of theuys 

Sit doim anon / and tel me what youre grief is 

And it shal been amended / if I may 

IT I haue quod he / had a despit to day 2176 

God yelde yow / adown in youre village 

That in this world / ther nys so poure a page 

That he nolde haue / abhomynacioun 

Of that* I haue receyued in youre toun 2180 

And yet/ ne greueth me / no thyng so soore 

As that this olde cherl / with lokkes hoore 

Blasphemed hath / oure hooly Couent eke 

IT Now maister quod this lord / I yow biseke 2184 

No maister sire quod he / but seruytour n«f85,back] 

Thogh I haue had in scole / that honour 

God liketh naf that Eaby men vs calle 

Neither in Market* nyn youre large halle 2188 

IT No force quod he / but tel me al youre grief 

IT Sire quod this frere / an odious meschief 

This day bityd is / to myn ordre and me 

And so par consequens / to ech degree 2192 

Of holy chirche / god amende it soone 

IT Sire quod the lord / ye woot what is to doone 

Distempre yow noght* ye be my confessour 

Ye been the salt of therthe / and the sauour 2196 

flfor goddes loue / youre pacience ye holde 

Tel me youre grief/ and he anon hym tolde 

As ye han herd biforn / ye woot wel what 

The lady of the hous / ay stille saf 2200 

Til she hadde herd / what the frere sayde 

IT Ey goddes moder quod she / blisful mayde 

Is ther aught ellis / tel me feithfully 

IT Ma dame quod he / how thynketh yow ther by 2204 
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194 aaouFl). 

IT Huw {i«t me thynketh quoJ she / bo god u 

1 Beye / a cherl / hath doon a clierlcB dode 

What sholde I seye / god lat hym neuwe thee 

His aike heed / ia ful of Yanjteo 

I holds hym / in a manere trenesye 

IT Madame quod he / by god I shaJ nat lye 

Bat I / oil oother wise / may be wreke 

1 ahal diffame hym / oiier al whor I speko 

The false blosphemour / that charged me 

To parte / that vol nat departed be 

To eueiy man yliche / with meschannce 

% The lord sat stillo / aa he were in a. traunce 

And in his herte / he rolled vp and down 

How hadde this cherl / ymaginacioun 

To shewe swich a problemo / to the frere 

Neuere erst er now / herde I swich matcre 

I ttowe the deuel / putte it in his mynde 

In Arsmetrik' shal thei no man fynde 

Bifoie thiB day / of awich a questioil 

"Who sholde / make a demoustraciofl 

That euery man sholde hnii / ylike his part/ 

Afl of a aoim / or Bauour / of a farf 

nyce prowde cherl / I shrewe his iace 

IT Lo sires quod the lord / with harde grace 

Who euere herde / of swioh a thyng* er now 

To enery man ylike / tel me how 

It ia an inpossible / it may nat be 

Ey nyce cherl / god lat hym neuere thee 

Tlic rumblyng of a farf and euery soun 

Nys but of Eyr / reuerberacioiin 

And there it wasteth / Ute and lite awey 

Ther nys no man / kan deme by my fey 

If that it were / departed equally 

What lo my cherl / lo yet how ahrewedly 

Vn-to my confesaoiu- / to day he spak/ 

1 holde hym certeynly / demonyak" 
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OBoup D. § 6. summonbr's tale. Henj^wrt KB. 195 

Now ete yooie mete / and lat the cherl go pleye 
Lat hym go hange hym self/ a deuel weye 

• 

[The SoliUion of the " Probleme " by the LordPa Squire- 
and- Carver, No break in the if 5.] 

% Now stood / the lordes Squyer at the boord 

That carf his mete / and herde word by woord 2244 

Of alle thyng* of which I haue yow sayd 

IT My lord quod he / be ye nat yuele apayd 

I koude telle / for a gowne clooth 

To yow sire frere / so ye be nat wrooth 2248 

How that this farf sholde euene ydeled be 

Among yonre Couenf if it liked me 

IF Tel quod the lord / and thow shalt haue anon 

A gowne clooth / by god and by Seint lohn 2252 

IF My lord quod he / whan that the weder is fair 

With-outen wynd / or perturbynge of Air 

Lat brynge a Cartwheel / heere in-to this halle 

But looke that it haue / his spokes alle 2256 

Twelf spokes / hath a Cartwheel comunly 

And brynge me thanne twelf freres / woot ye why 

For thrittene / is a Couenf / as I gesse 

Youre confessour heere / for his worthynesse 2260 

Shal parfoume vp / the nombre of this Couent* 

Thanne shal they knele adown / by oon assent* 

And to euery spokes ende / in this manere 

ffiil sadly / leye his nose / shal a frere 2264 

Youre noble Confessour / ther god hym saue Deaf ae, back] 

Shal holde his nose / vp right vnder the Naue 

Thanne shal this cherl / with baly / stif and toght* 

As any tabour / hider been ybroghf 2268 

And sette hym on the wheel / right of this Carf 

Vp on the Naue / and make hym lete a farf 

And ye shal seen / on peril of my lyf 

By proue / which that is demonstratyf 2272 
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196 oEtouF D. §6. stthhoner'h TALE. Hengwrtm. 

That equally / the soim of it vrol wende 
And eek the stynk/ vn-to the spokea ende 
Saue / that tliia worthy man / youre ConfeaBour 
By cause / he la a man of greet honour 
Shal han the Grste &uyf a. 
The noble vsage of frerea / yet is this 
The worthy men of hem / shul first he senied 
And certejTily / he hath it wel diaaerued 
He hath to day / taughf va so muchel good 
With prechyng* in the pulput" ther he stood 
That I may voache sauf / I seyo for me 
He hadde the firste amel / of fartea thre 
And so wolde / al hia Couent hardily 
He bereth hym / so faire and liolily 
IT The lord / the lady / ech man / saue the frere 
Seyden / that lankyn spak i] 
As we] / aa Euclyde / or Protholomee 
Touchynge the cherl / they aeyde aubtiltee 
I And hy wit made hym speke / as he Gpak 
He nys no fool / ne no demonyak' 
And lankyn hath y-wonne / a newe gowne 
My tale is doou / we heen almoost at towne 



^ Here endeth the Somnours tale jfj 

[A Hank leaf/oUoies in the MS,^ 
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If Here bigynneth The Prologe of the Menkes ta [le *] . 

{} Bitten off by raU.I 

WHan ended was my tale / of Melibee peaf 88] 

And of Prudence / and hire benygnitee 3080 
Oure hoost seyde / as I am feithful man 
And by / that precious corpus Madrian 
I hadde leuere / than a barel Ale 

That goode lief my wyf / hadde herd this tale 3084 

She nys no thyng* of swich pacience 
As was / this Melibeus wyf Prudence 
By goddes bones / whan I bete my knaues 
She bryngeth me / the grete clobbed staues 3088 

And crieth / slee the dogges euerichon 
And breke hem / bothe bak and euery bon 
And if fat / any neighebore / of myne 
Wol nat in chirche / to my wyf enclyne 3092 

Or be so hardy / to hire to trespace 
Whan she cometh / she raumpeth in my face 
And crieth / false coward wrek thy wyf 
By corpus bones / I wol haue thy knyf 3096 

And thow shalt haue my distaf/ and go spynne 
ffro day to nyght* right thus she wol bigynne 
Alias she seith / \aX euere pat I was shape 
To wedden a Milksope / or a coward Ape 3100 

That wol been ouer-lad / of euery wiglif 
Thow darst nat stonden / by thy wyues right* 
This is my lif* but if pat I wol fighte 
And out at dore / anoon I moot me dighte 3104 

Or ellis I am but lost* but if pat I 
Be lyk a wildo leon / fool hardy 
I woot wel / she wol do me sle som day 
Som neighebore / and thanne go my way 3108 

fifor I am perilous / with knyf in honde 
Al be if that I dar nat hire withstonde 
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198 GROUP B. § 11. hblibbub'b zyD-LiNK. Hengwrt HB. 

ffor ahe is big in arraes / by my feith 

That shfll lie fynde / Jiat hire mysdooth. / or seitli 3112 

But lat Ts pasae an'ey / iro this matere 

^ My lord the Monk quud he / be myrie of cheere 

ffor / ye ehul telle a tale trowoly [iaifS8,bMk] 

Lo / Eouuhestre / stant heer fasteby 3116 

Kide forth myn owene lord / brek nat cure game 

But by my troutlie / I knowe nat youre name 

Wher ehal I calle yow / my lord Dann lotin 

Or dann Thomaa / or ellia Dann Albon) 3120 

Of what houa be ye / by yonre fader kyn 

I vow to god / thow hast a ful fair skyn 

It is a gentil pasttu'e / ther thow goosf 

Thow art nat lyk" a penannt" or a goosf 3124 

Vp-on my feith / thow art sora Officer 

Som worthy Sest«yn / or som Celerer 

ffor by my iader soule / as to my doom 

Tliow art a moister / whan thou art at ham 312S 

Jfo poure Cloiatrer / nfl no novys 

But a goiieniour / wily and wya 

And ther with al / of hrawnea & of bones 

A wel farynge peraoae / for the nones 3132 

I prey god / yeue hym confusioa 

That first thee hroghle / vn-to ReligioiS 

Thow woldest ban bopn a tredefoul arighP 

Haddeatow / as greet a leue as thow hast mygbf 3136 

To perfourne / a! thy lust in engendrure 

Thow haddeat bigeten / ful many a creature 

Alias / why wereatow bo wyd a cope 

tiod yeue me sorwe / but and I were a Tope 3140 

Jfat oonly thow / but euery myghty man 

Thogh he were shore / ful hye vp on his pan 

Sholde haue a \Tyf' for al the world is lorn 

Eeligion / hath take vp al the corn 3144 

Of tredyng and we horel men been shrympes 

Of feble trees / ther comen wreeched ympca 
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OBOUF B. § IL MELIBBUS'S END-LINK. He&J^WTt HS. 199 

This maketh / ])at oure heires both so sklendre 

And feble / fat they may nat wel engendre 3148 

This maketh / fat ouro wyues wole assaye 

Eeligions folk / for ye mowe bettre paye 

Of Venus paiementz / than may we 

God woot* no Inssheburgh payen ye 3152 

But be nat wrooth my Lord / thogh fat I ploye 

fful ofte in game / a sooth I haue herd seye 

IF This worthy Monk / took al in pacience [leaf 89] 

And seyde / I wol doon al my diligence 3156 

As far / as sowneth in to honestee 

To telle yow a tale / or two / or three 

And if yow list* to herkne hiderward 

I wol yow seyn / the lyf of Seint Edward 3160 

Or ellis first* tragedies wol I telle 

Of whiche / I haue an hundred in my Celle 

Tragedie is to seyn / a certeyn storie 

As olde bokes / maken vs memorie 3164 

Of hym / fat stood in greet prosperitee 

And is yfallen / out of heigh degree 

In to myserie / and endeth wrecchedly 

And they been / versified comunly 3168 

Of .vj. feet* whiche men clepyn Exametron 

In prose eek* been endited many oon 

And eek in metre / in many a sondry wise 

Lo this declaryng* oghte ynogh sufiiso 3172 

IF Now herkneth / if yow likoth for to heere 

But first* I yow biseke / in this matere 

Though I by ordre / telle nat thise thynges 

Be it of Popes / Emperours / or Kynges 3176 

After hir ages / as men writen fynde 

But telle hem / som bifore / and som bihynde 

As it now Cometh / vn-to my remembrance 

Haueth me excused / of myn ignorance 3180 
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^ Here bigynneth the Monkes tala, 



IWol biwaille / in maner 
The tana of horn / that stoode i; 
And Men so / that ther naa no remedie 
To brynge hem / out of hire Ailueraitee 
ffor certejn / whan jjot ffortune list to flee 
Ther may no man / thu coiira of hire irithholde 
Lat no man triste / on blynd prosperitee 
Beth wai / by thiss eoaamples trewe and olde 

[Lucifer.'] 
AT luoifer / thogh he an Aungel were 
And nat a man / at hym I woi bigynne 
ftot thogh ffortune / may noon Aungel dera 
ffirom lieigh degree / yet fil he for hia synne 
Doim in to Helle / where as he yet is Inne 
Lucifer / brightest of Aungela alio 
How artow Sathanae / that mayst nat twynne 
Out of Miserie / in which fiat thou art fallo 

[Adam.] 
Lo Adam in the feld of Damyaaene l!,t%''j 

With godes uwna fyngor vfwwi was he . . ''' 
And nat bygeten of mannes sperme vnclene . 
And welte al paradiia sauyng o tree . . 
Had neuer wordly man ho hey degre . . 
As Adam til he for mysgouemance . . 
Waa dryue owt of hia hey proapecitee . . 
To labour and to helle and to meschance 
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[Sampson.] 
JuO Sampson / which that was anunciaf Sampson. 

By the Aungol / longe er his natinitee 
And was / to god almyghty consecrat* 
And stood in noblesse / whil that he myghte see 3208 
Was neuere swich another / as was he 
To speke of strengthe / and theT-wiih hardynesse 
But to hiso wyues / tolde he his sccree 
Thnrgh which / he slow hym self for wrecchednesse 3212 

IF Sampson / this noble almyghty champiofi 

With-outen wepne / saue hise hondes tweye 

He slow / and al to-rente the leon 

Toward his weddyng* walkynge by the weye 3216 

His fake wyf / koude h}Tn so plese and preyo 

Til she his conseil knew / and she vntrowe 

Vn-to his foos / his conseil gan biwreye 

And hym forsook/ and took another newe 3220 

IF Thre hundred foxes / took Sampson for Iro 

And aUe hir tayles / he togydre bond 

And sette the foxes tayles / alle on fire 

ffor he on euery tayl / hadde knyt a brond 3224 

And they brende / alle the comes in that Lond 

And alle hire Olyueris / and Vynes eke 

A thousand men / he slow ^vith his bond 

And hadde no wepne / but an Asses cheke 3228 

IF Whan they were slayn / so thursted hym / fat he 

Was wel ny lorn / for wliicli he gan to prcye 

That god / wolde on his peyne / haue som pitee 

And sende hym drjTike / or ellis moste he deyo 3232 

And of tliis Asses cheke / that was dreye 

Out of a wang* tooth / sprang anon a wello 

Of which he drank ynogh / shortly to seye 

Thus heelp hym god / as ludicum kan telle 3236 
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IT By verray force / at Gazan / on a nyghf 
Maugreo Philiatiens / of that Citee 
The gates of the toun / ha hath vp plight 
Anil on his hak< ycariod hem hath he 
Hye ou an hitt / where as men myght 
O nolile almyghty Sampson / leef and di 
Had thow nat toold / to wommen thy secree 
In al this world / ne hadde heen thy peere 

IT This SampaoQ / neuere Ciser drank ne wyn 

Ne on hia heed / com Easour noon ne shere 

By precepf of the Mceaager deuyn 

ffor alb hia sttengthes / in hie herya were 

And fully .sx. wynter / yeer by yore 

He hadde of Israel / th< 

But sooue / shal he wepe many a teere 

ffor wommen / shul hym bryngen to meachaunee 



^ Vn-to hiB lemman Dalida / he tolde 
That in his herya / al his strengths lay 
And ffllaly / to his fomen she hym solde 
And slepynge in hir barm / vp on a day 
She made to chppe / or shere hia heer away 
And made his fomen / aJ this craft espion 
And whan, fat they / hym fond in this array 
They boirnde hym feste / and putten out his eyen 



53 1 



3260 



H But/ er his heer / was clipped or yahauo 

Tlicr ivas no bond / with which / men myghto hym byade 

But now is he / in prisone in a Caue 

Where as they made hym. / at the queme grynde 3264 

O noble Sampaofi / strengest of mankynde 

whUom / luge in glorie / and in richesse 

Kow / maystow wepen / with thyne eyen blynde 

Sith thow fro wele / art falle in wrecchednesse 3268 
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IT TEe ende of this caytif was as I shal seye 

His fomen / made a feste vp-on a day 

And made hym as hire fool / bifore hem pleye 

And this was / in a temple of greet array 3272 

But atte laste / he made a foul afi&ay 

ffor he two pilers shook / and made hem falle 

And doun fil temple and al / and there it lay 

And slow hym self / and eek his fomen alle 3276 

IT This is to seyn / the Prynces eucrychon [ie»f»,back] 

And eek thre thousand bodies / were ther slayn 

With fallyng* of the grete temple of stoon 

Of Sampson / now wol I namoore sayn 3280 

Beth war by this ensample / old and playn 

That no men / telle hir conseil / til liir wyues 

Of swich thyng< as they wolde han secree fayn 

K fat it touche / hir lymes / or hir lyues 3284 

[Hercules.] 
Of hercnles / the sonereyn conquerour nl Hcrcules . 
Syngen hise werkes / laude and heigh renonn 
ffor in his tyme / of strengthe he was the flour 
He slow / and rafte the skyn fro the leoun 3288 

He of Centauros / leyde the boost ad own 
He Arpies slow / the cruel briddes felle 
The golden Apples / rafte of the dragoun 
He drow out Cerberus / the hound of helle 3292 

IF He slow the cruel tyrant* Busirus 

And made his hors / to frete hym flessh and bon 

He slow the firy serpent venymus 

Of Achilois two homes / he brak oon 3296 

And he slow Cakus / in a Caue of stoon 

He slow the geanf . Anthe?^ the stronge 

He slow the grisly boor / and that anon 

And bar the heuene / on his nekke longo 3300 
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f Was neuere wighP eith fat thia world bigaa 

That Blew bo luanye monfitreB / as dide he 

Thuigh.-out this wide world / hie name ran 

What foe liis strengthe / aud for his heigh boujitee 330i 

And eueiy Keawme / wente he for to se 

Ho was BO strong' fat no man mjghte hym lette 

At bothR the worldes endes / seith Ttophee / T uib ^stes i^do. 

In fitede of boundes / he a piler sette 3308 

^ A lemman / hadde this noble champion 

That highte Dianpjra / fressh as May 

And as thise clerkes / maken mencion) 

She hath hym sent a aherte / fressh and gay 3312 

Alias this shette / alias and weylaway 

Enuenymed was / so aubtilly with alle 

That 6T fat he / hadde wered it half a day 

It made his flessh / a1 from hise bones falle 3316 



ir But Batheles / somme clerkes hire e 
By oon (iitt highte Neasus / ])«t it maked 
Be as be may / I wol hire noght accusen 
Eut on hia bak* the sherte he wered al naked 
Til Jjat his flessh / was for the venym hlaked 
And whan he say / noon ootber remedie 
In hote coles / he hath hym eeluen raked 
fFor with no vcnym / deigned hym to dye 

1 Thus atarf / this worthy myghty Hercules 
Lo who may tmste on ffortune / any throwo 
ffor hym fat folweth / al this world of jirees 
Ei he be war / is ofte yleyd ful lowe 
Iful wya is Le / fut kan hym sehien knowe 
Beth war / for whan fat ffortune list to glosc 
Thanne waiteth she / hir man to oaerthrowo 
]>y swich a wey / as he wolde leest Buppose 

HBSGWRT 20i (fl-T. 200) 



261 SIX-TEXT 

GROUP & § 12. monk's tale. Heng^wrt H8. 205 

[Nebuehadnezzar.'\ 
Xhe myghty troue / the precious tresor / Xabugodonosor 
The glorious ceptre / and roial maiostee 
That hadde / the kyng Nabugodonosor 
With tonge / ynnethe / may discryued be 3336 

He twies / wan lerusalem the Citee 
The vessel of the temple / he with hym ladde 
At Babiloigne / was his souereyn see 
In which / his glorie / and his dclit he hadde 3340 

IF The faireste children / of the blood roial 

Of Israel / he leet do gelde anon 

And maked ech of hem / to been his thral 

Amonges othere / Danyel was oon 3344 

That was /the wiseste child of euerychoon 

ffor he the dremes / of the kyng expowned 

Ther as in Chaldeye / clerk/ ne was ther noon 

That wiste / to what fyn his dremes sowned 3348 

^ This proude kyng* leet make a Statue of gold 

Sixty cubites long* and Seuene in brede 

To which ymage / he bothe jonff and old 

Comanded to loute / and haue in drede 3352 

Or in a foumeys / ful of flambes rede 

He shal be brend / that wolde noght obeye 

But neuere / wolcje assente to that dede 

Danyel / ne hise yonge felawes tweye 3356 

IF This kyng of kynges / proud was and elat* [leaf 9i, back] 

He wende / that god / fat sit in magestee 

Ne myghte hym nat bireue / of his estat 

But sodeynly / he loste his dignytee 3360 

And lyk a beesf hym semed for to be 

And eet hey as an Oxe / and lay ther oute 

In reyn / with wilde beestes walked he 

TO. certeyn tyme / was ycome aboute 3364 
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IF And lyk an Egles fetheres / wax hiso herj's 

Hiso nayles / lyk a briddes clawes weere 

Til god relessed hym / a ccrteyn yerys 

And yaf hym wit* and thanne with many a teere 3368 

He thanked god / and euere his lyf in feero 

"Was ho to doon amys / or moore trespace 

And til that tyme / he loyd was on his beerc 

He knew / that god / was ful of myght & grace 3372 

[BeJshazzar.] 

IF His sone / which that highte Balthasar / Balthasar / 

That heeld the regne / after his fader day 

He by his fader / koude noght be war 

ffor proud he was / of herte and of array 3376 

And eek an ydolastre / was he ay 

His hye estat / assured hym in pryde 

But ffortune caste hym down / and ther he hiy 

And sodeynly / his regne gan dyuyde 3380 

IF A feste he made / vn-to hise lordes alle 

Vp-on a tyme / and made hem blithe be 

And thanne hise Officers / gan he calle 

Gooth bryngeth forth / the vessels quod he 3384 

Whiche that my fader / in his prosperitee 

Out of the temple of lemsalem / birafte 

And to oure hye goddes / thanke we 

Of honour / that oure eldres / with vs lafte 3388 

IF His wyf / hise lordes / and hise concubynos 

Ay dronken / whil hire appetites laste 

Out of thise noble vessels / sondry wynes 

And on a wal / this kyng* hise eyen caste 3392 

And say an hand armlees / that wroot ful faste 

ffor feere of which / he quook / and siked soore 

This hand / fat Balthasar so soore agaste 

Wroof Mane techel phares / and namoore 3396 
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^ In al that land / Magicien was noon Oaf 92] 

That koude expoiinde / what that lettre mente 

But Danyel / expowned it anoon 

And seyde / Kyng* god to thy fader lente 3400 

Glorie / and honour / regne / tresor / rente 

And he was proud / and no thyng god ne dradde 

And ther-fore / god greet wreche vp-on hym sente 

And hym birefte / the regne fat he hadde 3404 

IF He was out cast* of mannes compaignye 

With Asses / was his habitacion 

And eet hey as a beest* in weet and drye 

Til fat he knew / by grace / and by reson 3408 

That god of heuene / han domynacion 

Ouer euery regne / and euery creature 

And thanne / hadde god of hym compassion 

And hym restored / his regne and his figure 3412 

IF Eke / thow that art his sone / art proud also 

And knowest* Alle thise thynges verraUy 

And art rebel to god / and art his fo 

Thow drank eek / of his vessel boldely 3416 

Thy wyf eke / and thy wenches synfully 

Dronke of the same vessels / sondry wynys 

And heriest false goddes cursedly 

Therfore to thee / yshapen ful greet pyne is 3420 

IF This hand was sent fro god / that on the wal 

Wroot Mane techel phares / truste me 

Thy regne is doon / thow weyest noght at al 

Dyuyded is thy regno / and it shal be 3424 

To Medes and to Perses / yeuen quod he 

And thilke same nyght* this kyng was slawe 

And Darius / occupieth his degree 

Though he ther to / hadde neither right ne lawe 3428 
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2CI8 GKOUP B. § 12, moke's TAIiB. Kwigwit JfS. 

IT Lordyngea / ensample heer-by may ye take 
How that in lordaliipo / is no sikernesee 
Sot whan ffortune / wol a man foraake 
She bereth awey / bis rogne and his ricbesae 
And eke hiso ficcnde>3 / bothe moore and leese 
ffor wbat man / fat hath freendes thurgh ffortune 
Mishape / wol make hem enemys I gesse 
This proaerhe / is ful sooth / and M commune 

[Zenobia.] 

I/Enobia / of Palymerie queene [learp 

Aa wiiten Perciens / of hir noblesse 

So worthy was in Armes / and bo keone 

That no wighf passed hire in hardyneaae 

Ne in lynage / ne oother geutilcBse 

Of kyngea blood of Perec / is she descended 

I Bey naf fat she hadde moost faimease 

Bat of hir shape / she myghte nat been amended 

IT Srom hire childhede / I fynde fat she fledde 
Office of wonunen / and to wode she wente 
And many / a wilde hertes blood she ahedile 
With Arwes brode / that she to hem sente 
She was so swiff fat she anoon hem hente 
And whan fat she was elder / she wolde Itille 
Leons / I,eopardea / and Beres al torente 
And in hir Armes / welde hem at hir wille 

H Sche dorste / wilde beestes dennea aeke 
And rennon in the montaynes / al the nyght' 
And slepen vnder the busrfi / and she konde eke 
"Wrastlen / by verray force / and verray myght' 
"With any yong man / were he neuor so wight" 
Ther myghte no thyng' in hir armes stonde 
She kepte hir maydenhede / from euery wighf. 
To no man / deigned hire to be bonde 
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GROUP B. § 12. monk's tale. Heng^wrt IDS. 209 

% But atte laste / hir froondes lian hire maryed \ 

To Onedake / a prynce of that contree 

Al weie it so / that she hem longe taryed 

And ye shal ynderstande / how ])at he 3461 

Hadde swiche fantasies / as hadde she 

But nathelees / whan they wecre knyt in feeie 

They lyued / in ioye / and in felicitee 

ffor ech of hem / hadde oother lief and deere 3468 

IT Sane o thyng* that she wolde neuere assente 

By no wey / that he sholde by hire lye 

But ones / for it was hir pleyn entente 

To haue a child / the world to multiplye 3472 

And also soone / as that she myghte espye 

That she was nat with childe / vnth that dede 

Thanne wolde she suffren hym doon his fantasye 

Eft soone / and noght but ones / out of drede 3476 

IF And if she were with childe / at thilke cast^ rimtwi 

Kamoore / sholde ho pleyen thilke game 

Til fully / .xL dayes weren past* 

Thanne wolde she ones / suffre hym do the same 3480 

Al were this Onedake / wilde / or tame 

He gat namoore of hire / for thus she seyde 

It was to wyues / lecherie and shame 

In oother cas / if fat men with hem pleyde 3484 

IT Two sones / by this Onedake hadde she 

The whiche she kepte / in vertu and lettrure 

But now / vn-to oure tale tumo we 

I seye / so worshipful a creature 3488 

And wys ther-with / and large wit/i mesure 

So penyble in the werre / and curteis eke 

"Ne moore labour / myghte in werre endure 

Was noon / thogh al this world men sholde seke 3492 
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V Hir richo array / hb myglite nat be toold 
As wel in vessel / aa in hire clothyng' 
Slie was al clad / in perrec and in gold 
And eek ahe lafte noghf for nooa tiuiityng' 
To liaue / of soudry tongea ful knowyngi 
Whan fat ehe leysei Ladde / and foe to entende 
To leme bookea / wae al hit liijiig* 
How ahe in vertu / myghte hir lyf despcade 



IT And shortly / of this storie for to trete 

So doughty was hh'e housbonde / and eek ahe 

That they conquered / manye regnes grate 

Tn thorienP with many a fair Citea 35C 

Appertenanf vn-to the mageatee 

Of Rome / and wi'tA strong hond / heeld hem ful faste 

Se neue;^ myghte / hir fomen / doon hem flee 

Ay / whil that Onedakes dayea laatfl 35C 

f Hir hatailles / who so Hut hem for to rede 

Agayn Sapnr the kyng/ and othere mo 

And how / fat al this proces / fil in dode 

Why ahe conquered / and what title thor to 351 

And after / of hire meachief and hire wo 

How that she was / Lispged and ytake 

Lat hym / vn-to my maister Petrak go 

That writ ynow of this / I vndertake 35] 



ir "Whan Onedalce was deed / she myghtily 
The regnes heeld / and with hire pT-'jpre bond 
Agayna hir foos / she faught so cruelly 
That ther nas kyngi ne Prince in al that lond 
That he nas glad / if he Jtat grace fond 
That she ne wolde / vp-on hia land werreye 
With hire / they made alliance by bond 
To been in pees / and lete hire ryde and pleye 

HENGWRT 210 (fl-T. 26fl) 



267 SIX-TEXT 

GROUP B. §12. monk's TALE. Heii|^wrt KS. 211 

IT The Empcrour of Rome / Claudius 

Ne hym bifom / the liomayn Galien 

JS'e dorsten neuere / been so corageus 

Ne noon Ermyn / ne noon Egipcien 3528 

No Surryen / ne noon Arabien 

With-Inne the feeldes / fat derate w/t/t hire fighte 

Lest fat she woldc / hem with hir handes slen 

Or with hire meynee / puttcn hem to flighte 3532 

IT In kynges habit* wenten hire sones two 

As heires / of hir fadres rcgnes alle 

And Hermanno / and Thymalao 

Hir names weere / as Persiens hem calle 3536 

But ay ffortune / hath in hire hony galle 

This myghty queene / may no while endure 

ffortune / out of hir regne made hire falle 

To wrecchednesse / and to mysauenture 3540 

IT Aurelian / whan fat the gouemance 

Of Rome / cam in-to hise handes tweye 

He shoope / vp-on this queene / to doon vengeance 

And with his legions / he took his weye 3544 

Toward Cenobie / and shortly for to scye 

He made hire flee / and atte laste hire hente 

And fettred hire / and eek hire children tweye 

And wan the land / and hoom to Rome he wento 3548 

If. Amonges othere thynges / that he wan 

His Chaar / fat was with gold wroght & perree 

This grete Romayn / this Aurelian 

Hath with hym lad / for fat men sholde it see 3552 

Bifom his triumphe / walketh slie 

With gilte cheynes / on hire nekke hangynge 

Corowned was she / as after hire degree 

And ful of perree / charged hir clothynge 3556 
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312 QBODF B, §12. HONX'B TAL8. Heiig^VTt US. 

If Alias ffortuna / she that whilom was 
Dredeful / to kyngea / and to Emperoiires 
Nov gawreth ol the peple / on hire alias 
And she that helmed was / in starke stoures 
And ivan by force / townes atrongo aad touras 
Shal on hire heed / now were a vitremyte 
And she fat bat / the Ceptre ful of floures 
Shal here a diutaf* hire cosf for to qiiyte 

[Nero.] 

Al though / that S^ero 

Ab any feend / that lyth ful lowe adown 

Yet he / as telleth vs Swetonius 

This wide world / hadde in subieccioun 

Bothe Esf and Wesf North / and Septomtrioun 

Of Kubies / Saphires / and of pedes white 

Were alle hise clothes / browded vp and doun 

Sot he in gemmes / greetly gan delite 

IT Btoore delicaf moore pompous of array 
Moore proud / was neucre Emperonr than he 
That ilke clooth / that he hadde weryd o dny 
After that tyme / he nolde it neucre see 
Nettes of gold threed / hadde he greet plentee 
To fisshcn in Tybre / whan hyin liate pleye 
Hiae lustes were al lawe / in his decree 
ffor ffortune / aa his fteend / hyiu wcilde oboje 

fl He Rome brende / for his delicacie 
The Senatoure / he slow Tp-on a day 
To heere / how fat men wolde wepe & crye 
And slow hia brother / and by his suster lay 
His moder he made / in pitoua array 
ffor he hire wombe alytte / to biholde 
Where he conceyued was / so weilaway 
That he ao Utel / of hia moder tolde 
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OBoup B. § 12. monk's tale. Hengwrt KB. 213 

f No teere oat of hise eyen / for that sighte 

Ne cam / bat seyde / a fair womman was she 

Greet wonder is / how fat he koude / or myghte 

Be domesman / of hire dede beaatee 3680 

The wyn to bryngen hym / comanded he 

And drank anoon / noon oother wo he made 

Whan myghf is ioyned / vn-to crueltee 

Alias to depe / wol the venym wade 3084 

[T| In yoathe / a maister hadde this Emperoar [iMf m, back] 

To teche hym lettrure / and curteisye 

for of moralitee / he was the floor 

As in his tyme / but if bookes lye 3688 

And whil this maister / hadde of hym maistiye 

He maked hym / so louyng^ and so souple 

That longe tyme it was / er tirannye 

Or any vice / dorste in hym vncouple 3692 

IT This Seneca / of which pat I deuyse 

By cause Nero / hadde of hym swich drede 

ffor he fro vices / wolde hym ay chastise 

Discretly / as by word / and nat by dede 3696 

Sire wolde he seyn / an Emperour moot nede 

Be vertuous / and hate tirannye 

ffor which he in a bath / made hym to blede 

On bothe hise armes / til he moste dye 3700 

f This Nero / hadde eek/ of acustumance 

In youthe / agayns his maister for to rise 

Which afterward / hym thoughte a greet greuance 

Ther-fore / he made hym dyen in this wise 3704 

But nathelees / this Seneca the wise 

Chees / in a bath / to dye in this manere 

Bather than ban / another tormentrise 

And thus hath Nero / slayn his maister deere 3708 
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214 OBOUF B. §12. hoick's TALz. Henfwrt us. 

IT !Now fil it HO / that ffortime liste no lenger 

The hye pride of Nero / to cherice 

ffor thogh pttt he waa strong/ yet was she atrenger 

She thoghte thua / hy god I am to nyce 

To Bette a man / that is fiiMld of vice 

Ib heigh degree / and Empcrour hym calle 

By god / out of hia eeto I wd hjiu trice 

Whan he leeat weueth / aoiinest shal he falle 

IT The peple roos / vp on hym / on a nyghf 
ftbr hia defauto / and whan he it espied 
Out of hia dores / anon he hath hym dighP 
Allone / and there he wende ban been allyed 
Ha ItDokked faste / and ay the moore he cryed 
The faster shette they / the dorea alle 
fibr drede of this / hym thoughte pat he dyed 
And wente hia wey / no lenger derate he calle 

IT The pepla ciyde / and rombled vp and doun r 

That mill hiae erye / herde he / liow they eeyde 

Where ia thia false tirant' thia Neroun 

ffor fere almooaf out of hia wit he breyde 

And to hiae goddes / pitoUBly he prayde 

ffor Bocour / but it myghte noght bitjde 

ffor drede of thia / hym thoughte (lOt he deyde 

And ran in to a gardyn / hym to hyde ; 

fl And in this gardyn / foond he cherles tweye 

That eeten by a fyr / greet' and reed 

And to thiae cherlis two / he gan to preye 

To aleen hym / and to girden of his heed ; 

That to his body / whan fat he were deed 

Were no despit ydoon / for hia defame 

Hym self he slow / he koude no bettre reed 

Of which / ffortune / lough and haddo a game i 
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GROUP B. § 12. monk's tale. Hengwrt MS. 216 

[Holofemes,] 

IT W^as neuere Capitayn / vnder a kyiig« / De Olofemo 

That regnes mo / putte in subieccioun 

Ne strengor was in feeld / of alle thyng^ 

As in his tyme / ne gretter of renoun 3744 

Ke moore pompous / in heigh presumpcioon 

Than Olofeme / which ffortune ay kiste 

So likeroosly / and ladde hym yp and doun 

Til J>at his heed was of / er that he wiste 3748 

IT Nat oonly / that this world haddo hym in awe 

ffor lesynge / of richesse / or libertee 

But made euery man / reneyen his lawe 

Nabugodonosor / was god seyde he 3762 

Noon oother god / sholde adoured be 

Agayns this heste / no wight dorste trespace 

Saue in Bethulia / a strong Citee l/^^^^J^^^JJIZtZ 

Where Eliachym / a preest was of that place "** Biiwshjm 

f But tak kepe / of the deeth of Olofeme 

Amydde his oost* he dronke lay a nyght* 

With-Inne his tente / large as is a heme 

And yet* for al his pompe / and al his myghf 3760 

ludith a womman / as he lay vpright* 

Slepyngo / his heed of smoot* and from his tente 

fful pryuely she stal / from euery wight* 

And with his heed / vn-to hir toun she wente 3764 

[Antiochtis.^ 

What nedeth it* of kyng Anthiochus Deaf 95, buck] 

To telle / his hyo Roial magestee 

His hye pryde / hise werkes venymus 

flfor swich another / was ther noon as he 3768 

Reed which that he was / in Machabee 

And reed / the proude wordes / fat he seyde 

And why he fil / fro heigh prosperitee 

And in an Hillc / how wrecchedly he deyde 3772. 
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216 ORODP B. § 12. 

It fFortune / bym haddo enchaunted so in pride 
That vetraily / he wende he myghte attayiie 
Vn-to the stoirea / vp on eucry syde 
And in bahtnce / weyeti ech montayne 
And alle the floodea / of the see restrayne 
And goddes peple / hadde he mooat in hate 
Hem wolde he aleen / in torment' and in payne 
Wenynge / that god no myghte / hia pryde abate 

IT And for that Kichanore / and Thymothe 
Of lewea / weren venquysshcd myghtily 
Vn-to the lewes / swich an hate hadde ho 
That he had greithe hia Chaar ful hastily 
And awoor / and seyde ful despitously 
Vn-to lenisalem / he woldo eft ei 
To wreken his Ire / on it ful cruelly 
Bat of his purpos / he waa let ful si 

V God for his manace / hym so ei 
With invisible wounde / ay incurable 
That in hise guttes / carf it so and boof 
That hise peynea / weren inportabie 
And certeinly / the wrcche was resonable 
ffor many a mannea guttes / dide he peyne 
But from his purpoa / cursed and dampnable 
ffor al hia BmerP he wolde hym nat restreyne 



IT Bat bad anon / apparaillen hia boost 
And Bodeynly / er he was of it war 
God daunted / al his pride / and al his boosf 
ffor he / 80 soore fil / out of hia char 
That it hise lymes / and his skyn totor 
So fat / he neither myghte go ne ryde 
Bat in a ch'ayer / men aboiite hym bar 
Al forbrused / bothe bak and syde 
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GROUP B. §12. monk's TALE. Hexigwrt MS. 217 

V The wieche of god / hjm smoot so cruelly ciaaros] 

That thnigh his body / wikked wonnes crepte 

And ther with al / he stank so horribly 

That noon / of al his meynee fat hym kepte 3808 

Wheither so he wook/ or ellis slepte 

'Ne myghte noght* for stynk of hym endure 

Is this meschief / he wayled and eek wepte 

And knew god / lord of euery creature 3812 

IT To al his hoosf and to hym self also 

lEul wlatsom / was the stynk of his careyne 

No man / ne myght hym here to ne fro 

And in this stynk* and this horrible peyne 3816 

He starf fal wrecchedly / in a monteyne 

Thus hath this Eobbour / and this homycide 

That many a man / made to wepe and pleyne 

Swich gerdon / as bilongeth vn-to piyde 3820 

[Alexander the Great] 

The Storie of Alisandre / is so commune / De Alexandre 

That euery wight* Jat hath discreciofi 

Hath herd som-what* or al / of his fortune 

This wide world / as in conclusiofi 3824 

He wan by strengthe / or for hys hye renon 

They were glad / for pees vn-to hym sende 

The pryde / of man and beest* / he leyde adoun 

Where so he cam / vn-to the worldes ende 3828 

IT Comparison / myghte neuero yet ben maked 

Bitwixe hym / and another Conquerour 

ffor al this world / for drede of hym hath quaked 

He of knyghthod / and of fredom flour 3832 

ifortune hym made / the heir of hire honour 

Saue wyn and wommen / no thyng myghte aswage 

His hye entente / in armes and labour 

So was he ful / of leonyn corage 3836 
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218 OROUF B. I 12. hoxk's tale. Hengvrt IKS. 

It What prya were it to hym / thogh I yow toJde 
Of Dariua / and an hundred thousand mo 
Of kyiiges / Piyncea / Dukes / Erles bolde 
Whiche he conquered / ajid broghte hem h 
I aeye / aa fer / as man may ride or go 
The worid was hii§ / what sholde I mooie deuyse 
ffur thogh I write / or tolde yow Buere mo 
Of hb kayghthode / it myghte nat auffisc 

[T]welf yeer he regned / as seith Machabee 
Philippea sone of Macidoyne / he waa 
Tliat first was kyng* in Grece the contree 
worthy / gentil Aliaandre alias 
That euere / aholde fallen awioh a caa 
Empoysoued / of thya owene folk* thow y 
Thyn sys / ffortune hath turned in-to Aaa 
And for ^ee / ne weep she neuer a teere 

T Who Bhal me yeue teorie / to compleyne 

The deetli / of gentilesae / and of franchiae 

That al thia worid / weldid in Lis demeyiie 

And yet hym thoughte / it myghte nat suffiae 3856 

So ful waa his corage / of heigh emprise 

Alias / who shal me helpe to endite 

ffalse fibrtune / and poyson to despise 

The whiche two / of al this wo I wyte 3860 

[Jidiiis CiEsar.] 

By wisdom / manhede / and by greet labour / De Inlio 

ifrom humble l*d / to Eoiid mrigestec C'l aiire 

Vp roos / he luliua the Conquerour 

That wan al the Occident* by land and see 3864 

By strengthe of bond / or ellis by tretee 

And vn-to Rome / made hem tributarie 

And aith of Home / the Emperour was he 

Til that ffortune / weex hia Aduersarie 3868 
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gboufB. §12. monk's TALE. HexLgwrt MS. 219 

IT O myghty Cesar / that in Thessalie 

Agayn Pompeus / fader thyn in lawe 

That of thorienf hadde al the chiualrie 

As f er / as fat the day bigynneth dawe 3872 

Thow / thuigh thy knyghthod / hast hem take & slawe 

Saue fewe folk* fat with Pompeus fledde 

Thurgh which / thow puttest al Thorient in Awe 

Thanke ffortune / that so wel thee spedde 3876 

IT But now a litel while / I wol biwaille 

This Pompeus / this noble gouemour 

Of Home / which fat fleigh at this bataille 

I seye / oon of hise men / a fals traitour 3880 

His heed of smoot/ to wynnen hym fauour 

Of lulius / and hym the heed he broghte 

Alias Pompeie / of Thorient conquerour 

That ffortune / vn-to swich a fyn thee broghte 3884 

H To Rome agayn / repaireth lulius [leaf 97] 

With his triumphe / lauriat ful hye 

But on a tyme / Brutus Cassius 

That euere hadde / of his heighe estat enuye 3888 

fful pryuely / hath maad conspiracie 

Agayns this lulius / in subtil wise 

And caste the place / in which he sholdo dye 

With Boydekyns / as I shal yow deuyse 3892 

IT This lulius / to the Capitolie wente 

Vp-on a day / as he was wont to goon 

And in the Capitolie / anon hym hente 

This false Brutus / and hise othere foon 3896 

And stiked hym / with Boydekyns anon 

With many a wounde / and thus they lete hym lye 

But neuere gronte he / at no strook but oon 

Or ellis at two / but if his storie lye 3900 
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278, 279 SIX. 

220 GROUP B. § 12. uosk's tale. Hengvrt ItB. 

V So manly / was this lulius of herte 

And so we] / louede estatly honestee 

And thogh hiae deedly womides / ao sore smerte 

HU mantel ouer his hipes / caste he 

ffoT no man / sholdo seen his piyuetee 

And as he lay / of dyyng in a traance 

And wiste verraily that* deed was ha 

Of honestee / yot hadde he remembraunce 



IT Lucan . / to thee this atorie I recomende 
And to Sweton / and to Valerius also 
That of this stone / writen word & ende 
How that* to thiae grete Conqncroura two 
ffortune / was first freond / and siththc a foo 
No man ne triste / vp-on hire fauour longe 
But haue hire / in awayf for euero mo 
Witnesse / on alls thiso Conc[ueiours stion^ije 

[Cresiu.'] 

This riche Cresus / whilom kyng of Lyde 
Of which Cresas / Cirus score hym dradde 
Yet waa he caught" amyddea al his pryde 
And to ho hrent/ men to the fyr hym ladde 
But awich a reyn / doon fro the welkne shadde 
That alow the fyr / and made hym to esuape 
But to be war / no grace yet he hadde 
Til ffortune / on the galwes made hym gape 

[I'WhJaDne he escaped was /he kannatstente ['St 
ffor to bigynne / a newe werre agayn 
He wende wel / for Ji«t ffortune hym sente 
Swich hape / that he escaped thurgh the rayn 
That of hie foos / he myghte nat he slayn 
And eek a sweuene / vp-on a nyght he metto 
Of which / he was so proud / and eek so fayn 
That' in vengeance / he al his herte aette 
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279, 280, 268 six-text 

GROUP B. § 12. monk's tale. Hengwrt KB. 221 

f Yp on a tree he was / as fat hym thoughte 

Ther lappiter hym wessh / bothe bak and syde 

And Phebus eek/ a fair towaille hym broughte 

To drye hym with / and ther-fore wax his pryde 3936 

And to his doghter / that stood hym bisyde 

Which that he knew / in heigh sentence habounde 

And bad hire telle hym / what it signyfide 

And she his dreem / bigan right thus expoonde 3940 

IT The tree quod she / the galwes is to mene 

And luppiter / bitokneth snow and reyn 

And Phebus / with his towaille so clene 

Tho been / the sonnes stremes for to seyn 3944 

Thow shalt an hanged be / fader certeyn 

Eeyn shal thee wasshe / and sonne shal thee drye 

Thus warned hym / ful plat and ful pleyn 

His doghter / which fat called was Phanye 3948 

If An hanged was Cresus / the proude kyng* 

His Eoial trone / myghte hym nat auaille 

Tragedies noon oother manere thyng^ 

ISTe kan in syngyng/ crye ne biwaille 3952 

But pat ffortune / alwey wole assaille 

With vnwar strook/ the regnes fat been proude 

ffor whan men trusteth hire / thanne wol she faille 

And couere hire brighte face / with a clowde 3966 

iThe$e i modem irutaneet ought to foUow * Zenobiat p. 268.1 

[Peter the Cruel, of SpainJ] 

noble / worthy Petro / glorie of Spayne De Petro 

Whom ffortune heeld / so heighe in magestee Ispannte 

Wei oghten men / thy pitous death complayne 

Out of thy land / thy brother made thee flee 3568 

And after at a sege / by subtiltee 

Thow were bitraysed / and lad vn-to his tente 

Where as he / with his owene hand slow thee 

Succedynge / in thy regne and in thy rente 3572 
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322 oKOdP fi. §18. MorrK's TALE. Heng^wrt HS. 

H The fi*lil of snow / with thegle of lilak ther-ImiG [i«if m] 

Cuught with tlie lymrod / coloured as the glede 

He brew this euisednesse / and al thia syana 

The wikked nest^ was werkere of tliia nedo 357G 

Noght Charlts Olyuer / fat took ay beds 

of trouthe and honour / but of Anuorike 

Genylon Oljiier / corrupt for n 

Eroghte this worthy kyng* in swich a brike 3680 

[Petnr of Oyimis.] 
worthy Petro / kyng of Cipre also 
That Aliaaundre wan / by heigh maistrie 
fful many an hetben / wroghteatow ful wo 
Of which / thyne owene liges hadde e 
And for no tbyng* but for tby chiuabie 
They in thy bed / ban elayn thee by the n 
Thus kan fortune / hire wheel goueme and gye 
And out of ioye / brynga men to sorwe 3588 

{Bemabo Vitconti, of Milan.'] 
Of Melaa / gret« Bamabo Viscounts / De Barnabo/ 

God of rJelit" nad scoui^e of Lumbardye 
"Why sbolde I nogbf thyn Infortune acounte 
8itb in estat/ tbow clombe were so bye 
Thy brother aoue / that was thy double allye 
ffor he tby H'evew was / and Bone in lawo 
With-Inne his prison / made theo to dye 
But why ne how / noot .1. that tbow were sl.i 

[Ugolim, Count of Pisa.] 
Of the Erl Hugelyn of Pize / the langour / De bngelyn) 
Ther may no tonge / tellen for pitee Comitc de Pize 

But htel out of Pizo / slant a toui 
In whieh[e] tour / in prisoB put was be 
And with hym been / biae litel children thre 
The eldeste acarslj / fyue yeer was of ago 
Alias ffortune / it was greet crueltee 
SwieUo briddes / for to putte in swich a cage 
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GROUP B. § 12. monk'8 tale. Hengwrt MS. 223 

IT Dampned was he / to dyen in that prison 

ffor Roger / which Jat bisshope was of Pize 

Hadde on hyni maad / a £el1s suggestioil 

Thurgh which the peple / gan vp on hym rise 3608 

And putten hym to prison / in swich wise 

As ye han herd / and mete and drynke he hadde 

So smal / that wel vnnethe it may suffise 

And ther with al / it was ful poure and badde 3612 

p A]nd on a day bifel / fat in that hour [i rou. iMf ge, back] 

Whan fat his mete / wont was to be broghf 

The Gayler / shette the dores of the tour 

He herde it wel / but he spak / right noght* 3616 

And in his herte / anon ther fil a thoght 

That they for hunger / wolde doon hym dyen 

Alias quod he / alias Jjat I was wroght* 

Ther with / the teeris fillen from liise eyen 3620 

If His yonge sone / ]pat thre year was of age 

Vn-to hym seyde / fader / fader / why do ye wepe 

"Whanne wol the Gayler / bryngen oure potage 

Is ther no morsel breed / fat ye do kepe 3624 

I am so hungry / that I may nat slepe 

Now wolde god / fat I niyghte slepen euere 

Thanne sholde noght hunger / in my wombe crepe 

Ther is no thyng but breed / fat me were leuere 3628 

IF Thus day by day / this child bigan to crye 

Til in his fadres barm / adoun it lay 

And seyde / farewel fader / I moot dye 

And kiste his fader / and deyde the same day 3632 

And whan the woful fader / deed it say 

ffor wo / hise armes two / he gan to byte 

And seyde / alias ffortune and weylaway 

Thy false wheele / my wo al may I wyte 3636 
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IT Hiae children wende / that it for hungej' was 
That he hiae armes gnow / and nat for wo 
And seyden fador / do nat so aUaa 
But rather / ete the flesah vp-on vs two 
Oure flesah thow yaf taak oure flessti ve fro 
And ete ynow / right thus they to hym scyde 
And after thaf with-Inne a day / or two 
Thej loyde hem / in his lappe adoun / and deydo 

fl Hym self despaired / eek/ for hunger Btarf 
Thus ended is / this myglity ErI of Pize 
tfrom heigh eataf . ffortune awey hym carf" 
Of tliia tragedie / it oghto ynogh sufBae 

o wole it heere if in a lenger wise 
Redeth / the grete Poete of Ytaille 
That highte Danf . for he kaa al deuyae 
Sba point to point" oat o word wol he faille 



Here ia ended the Monkes tale 
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Llaaf9B] 

f This is the PtoIotc / of the Nonne Frees [tes^ tale. 

P RaU.} 

HO quod the knyght* good sire namoore of this 
That ye han seyd / is right ynow ywis 
And muchel moore / for litel heuynesse 
Is right ynow / to muche folk I gesse [«o^a»i«H«v»ro 3960 
p seye for me hit is a grete disese CMS s«f . is o ii, ieckf22«] 

where as men han ben in grete wel]>e & ese 
To heren of her sodeyn fal alias 

And fe contrarie is ioye and grete solace 3964 

As whan a man ha]> be in pore estate 
And clyrabeth vp and wexeth fortunate 
[And ther/ a-bideth in prosperite .] [HmL 1768, (/"iw, bk] 

Suche ]>ing is gladsom as hit ])inketh me 3968 

And f ough suche f ing were goodly forto telle 
Je quod oure Oste by seynt poules belle 
3e seie right soth pia monk* he clappeth loude 
He spak* how fortune couered in a cloude 3972 

I not neuere what & also of a treiadie 
Eight now 30 herde and parde no remedie 
It is for to be-wayle no complayne 

That that is doon and also hit is a payne 3976 

As 3e han saide to here of heuynesse 
Sire monk* nomore of pis so god 30U blesse 
Joure tale annoyeth att fis companye 
Suche talkyng* nys not worth a butterflye] SSrS^^ 

Youre tales / doon vs no desport ne game 
Wher-fore sire Monk/ . daun Piers by youre name 
I prey yow hertely / telle vs som what ellis 
£Ebr sikerly / nere clynkyng of youre bellis 3984 
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226 GROUP B. § 13. monk's end-link. Hengwrt KB. 

That on youre bridel hange / on eucry syde 

By heuene kyng* ^t for vs olle dyde 

I sholdo er this / haue fallen doun for sleeps 

Al thogh the slow / hadde neuero ben so deeptf 3988 

Thanne hadde youre tale / al be toold in veyn 

ffor certeynly / as fat thise clerkes seyn 

Where as a man / may haue noon audience 

Naught helpeth it* to tcUen his sentence 3992 

And wel I woof the substafice is in me 

If any thyng* shal wel reported be 

Sire / sey som what of huntyng* I yow preye 

IT Nay quod this Monk< I haue no lust to pleye 3996 

Now lat another telle / as I haue toold 

IT Thanne spak oure hoosf with rude speche & boold 

And seyde / vn-to the Nonnes preest anon 

Com neer thow preest* com hider thow air lohn 4000 

Telle vs swich thyng* as may oure hertes glade 

Be blythe / though thow ryde vp-on a lade 

What* though thyn hors / be bothe foul and lene 

K he wol seruo thee / rekke nat a bene 400i 

Looke / that thyn herte / be murye euere mo 

IT Yis sire quod he / yis boost so mote I go 

But I be murye / ywis I wol be blamed 

And right anon / his tale he hath attamed 4008 

And thus he seyde / vn-to vs euerichon 

This sweete preesf this goodly man air lohn 

Bxplicif (2) 
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if Here bigynnetli the Nonnes preestes tale of the Cok/ 
and Hen / Chat^ntecler & Partelote / ii6iif99,badK] 

Apoore widwe / som del stape in age 
was whilom dwellynge / in a narwe cotage 4012 
Biside a groue / stondyng in a dale 
This widwe / of which I telle yow my tale 
Syn thilke day / fat she was last a wyf 
In pacience / ladde a ful symple lyf 4016 

ffor / litel was hire catel and hire rente 
By housbondrye / of swich as god hire sente 
She foond hire self / and eek hire doghtren two 
Thre large sowes / hadde she and namo 4020 

Thre kyn / and eek a sheepe / fat highte Malle 
fful sooty was hire hour / and eek hire halle 
In which she eet* ful many a sklendre meel 
Of poynafit sawce / hir neded neuer a deel 4024 

llo deyntee morsel / passed thurgh hir throte 
Hir diete / was acordant* to hir cote 
Eepleccion / ne made hire neuere syk* 
Attempree diete / was al hire phisyk* 4028 

And excercise / and hertes suffisaunce 
The gowte / lette hire no thyng for to daunce 
l^apoplexie / shente nat hire heed 

"No wyn ne drank she / neither whit ne reed 4032 

Hire bord was serued / moost with whit and blak* 
Milk and bronn breed / in which she foond no lak 
Seynd bacon / and som tyme an Ey / or tweye 
ffor she was / as it were / a maner deye 4036 

A yeerd she hadde / enclosed al abouto 
With stikkes / and a drye dych witA-oute 
In which / she hadde a cok/ heet Chafitecler 
In al the land / of crowyng nas his peer 4040 
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His voys was murier / than tho myrie Orgon 

luassBilayes / Jicit in the chirche gon 
Wei aikerer / wna hia crciwjng in his loggo 

Clokke / or any Abbey C 
liy nature / he knew ech ascencioil 
Of cquinoxial / in tliilke town 
ffot whan degrees .xv. / were ascended 
Thauno kiew he / pat it myghte nat ben amended 4048 
His komb / was redder / than the fyn coial 
And batiiyled / aa it were a Castel wal 
Gie byle was blak and aa the leef it 8 
Lyk Aflure / were liise leggea and hia toon 
Hise nayles whitter / than the lylye flour 
And lyk the burned gold / was hia colour 
This gentil cok/ hadde in hia goueitiauMce 
Seuene hennes / for to doon al hia plea 
Whiche were hise sustrea / and hia pammoura 
And wonder lyke to hyia / as of coloure 
Of whiuhe / the faireste hewed on hire throte 
Waa clepid / faire damoyselo Pertelote 
Curteya she waa / disMut/ and debunaire 
And conipaignable / and bar hir aelf so faire 
Syn thilko day / Jiat she waa aeuen nyght onld 
That trewely / she hath the horte in hoold 
Of Chaflteeler / lokon ia euery lyth 
Ho loued hire so / fat wel waa hyin ther with 
But sivich a ioye waa if to here hem synge 
'Whan fiat / the brighto aonne gan to sprynge 
Ja sweto acord / my loef/ is fiiron in ionda 
(for thilke tyme / aa I haue vnderstonde 
Beeatea / and briddea / kouden speke and syiige 
And ao hifel / fat in a dawenynge 
Aa Chantecler / among hise wyues alle 
Sat on hia perche / that waa in the halle 
And next hym aat" this faire Pertelote 
This Chantecler / gan gronen in hia throte 
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OBOUP B. § 14. nun's pbisbt's tale. Ktiigwri KB. 229 

As man / fat in his drecm / is drecched soore 

IT And whan fat Pertelote / thus heide hym rore 

She was agast/ and seyde herte deere 

What eyleth yow * to grone in this manere 4080 

Ye ben a verray slepera / fy for shame 

IT And he answeide / and seyde thus / madamc 

I prey yow / fat ye take it nat agrief* 

By god me mette / I was in swich meschief* 4084 

Eight now / fat yet myn hette is soore afrighf 

Now god quod he / my sweuene recche aright* 

' [A]nd kepe my body / out of foul pnsoun P Matt, leaf loo.bk] 

Me mette / how that I romed vp and doun 4088 

With-Inne oure yeerd / where as I say a beest* 

Was lyk an hound / and wolde han maad aresf 

Vp-on my body / and han had me ded 

His colour / was bitwixe yelow and red 4092 

And tipped was his tayl / and bothe hiso erys 

With blak* vnlik the remenant of hise herys 

His snowte smal / with glowyng eyen tweye 

Yet of his look* for fere almoost I deye 4096 

This caused me / my gronyng doutelees 

IT Avoy quod she / fy on yow hertelees 

Alias quod she / for by that god aboue 

"Now han ye lost* myn herte and al my loue 4100 

I kan nat loue a Coward / by my feith 

ifor cartes / what so any wo7wman seith 

We aUe desiren / if it myghte be 

To han housbondes / hardy / wise and fre 4104 

And secree / and no nygard / ne no fool 

Ne hym / fat is agast of euery tool 

Ne noon auauntour / by that god aboue 

How dorste ye seyn / for shame / vn-to youre loue 4108 

That any thyng* myghte make yow aferd 

Hauo ye no mannes herte / and han a herd 

Alias / and konne ye ben agast of sweuenys 

No thyng god woot* but vanytee in sweuene is 4112 
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230 oBoup B. § I4L mni's nttwi^ tale. Hen^wii W, 

Sweuenes / engendren of replesiona 

And ofte / of fume / and of compleji 

Whan humours / bun to Iiabundant ii 

Certes this dream / which je ban met to nyghf 

Comth / of the jp^te superfluitee 

Of youre rede Colera pardee 

Which cauaeth folk / to dreder 

Of Arwos / and of fjr wi'tA red 

Of rede bestea / that they wol hem byte 

Of contek" and of whelpea grete and Ijte 

KighP as the humour / of Malencolie 

Causeth ful many a man / in sleepe to crie 41S4 

ffor fere of blake bores / or boles blake 

Or ellis / blako deueles wol hem take 

Of othere humours / koude I telle alao OmTwi] 

That werken many a man / in sleep ful wo 4128 

But I wol passo / as lightly aa I kan 

Lo Caton which pot was so wys a man 

Seyde he nat thus / ne do no foes of diemes 

Hovf sire quod ahe / wh«n we fle fro thise hemes 4132 

ffor goddes Iciue / as toak som lasatif 

Vp pe/'il of my soule / and of niy lif 

I conaeile yow the besto / I wol nat lye 

That hothe of Colert / and of Malencolyc 4136 

Te purge, yow / and for ye ehal nat tarye 

Thogh/ ip this town / is noon Apothecarj-e 

I ahal my self / to herbes techen yow 

That shul ben / for youre heelo and for youi-e prow 4140 

And in oure yerd / tho herbes shal I fynde 

The whiche han / of hire propretee by kynde 

To purge yow / bynethe and eelc aboue 

fforyet nat this / for goddes owene louo 4144 

Ye ben ful colcrik' of complexion 

Ware the aonna / in hia Ascencion 

K"e fynde yow nat replet" of huinOHra hole 

And if it do / I dar wol leye a giwto 4148 
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That ye shol haue / a feuere terciane 

Or an Agew / fat may be youie bane 

A day / or two / ye sliul ban degestyues 

Of wormes / er ye take yonre laxatyues 4152 

Of Lauiiol / Centaura and ffoineteie 

Or ellis of Ellebor / that groweth there 

Of Katapuce / or of Gaytrys beryis 

Of herbe yue growyng in oure yerd / they merye is 4156 

Pekke hem vp right as ther growe / and ete hem In 

Be myrie honsbonde / for youre fader kyn 

Dredeth no dreem / I kan sey yow namoore 

IT Madame quod he / grant mercy of youre loore 4160 

But nathelees / as touchyng^ dann Catoun 

That hath of wisdom / swich a gret renoun 

Thogh fat he bad / no dremes for to drede 

By god men may / in olde bokes rede 4164 

Of many a man / moors of auctoritee 

Than euere Caton was / so mote I thee 

^[T]hat al the reuers seyn / of his sentence pita^. leaf loi.bk] 

And ban wel founden / by experience 4168 

That dremes / ben signyficacions 

As wel / of ioye / as tribulaciofls 

That folk enduren / in this lyf prcsenf 

Ther nedeth / make of this noon argumenf 4172 

The verray preue / sheweth it in dede 

IT Oon of the gretteste Auctour / fat men rede 

Seith thus / fat whilom two felawes wente 

On pilgrymago / in a f ul good entente 4176 

And happed so / they coomen in a town 

Where as ther was / swich congregacioun 

Of peple / and eek* so streit of herbergage 

That they ne founde / as muche as o cotage 4180 

In which they bothe / myghte ylogged be 

Wherfore / they mosten of necessitee 

As for that nyght* departe compaignye 

And ech of hem / gooth to his hostelrye 4184 
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232 GBODp B. § 14. nun's peikst's TiLE. Hen^wrt 1 

And took his log^-ng< as it wolde falle 

Tbat oon of hem / was togged in a stalls 

ffer in a, yeenl / with oxen of the plow 

That oother man / was logged wel jnow 41 

As was his aueuture / or his fotimie 

That vs gouerneth alle / as in co^imune i 

And 80 bifel / Jiat longo / er it wera day 

This man mette in his bed / ther aa he lay 41 

How Jat his felawe / gan vpnaa hjm talle 

And seyde alias / for in an Oxea stulle 

This nyghf I shal he mordred ther I lye 

Now help me deere brother / or I dye 41 

In alle haste / com to me / he Eayde 

V This man / out of hie aleepe / for feere abrayde 

But whan fat he was wakned / of his sleep 

He turned hym / and took of this no keepe 42i 

Hym thoughte / his dreem nas but a vanytee 

Thus twies / in his slepyng dremed he 

And atte thridde tyme / yet his felawe 

Cam ns 1i}tu thniighte / and scyde I am now slawe 4204 

Eihoold my blody woundes / depe and wj'de 

Arys vp erly / in the morwe tyde 

And atte Westgate of the town quod he []e»f im] 

A Carte ful of donge / ther shalto-w se 4208 

In which / my body is hyd ful pri'uely 

Do thjlke Carf aresten boldely 

My gold caused my mordre / Booth to seyn 

And tolde hym. euery poynf how he was sleyn 4212 

With a ful pitouB face / pale of hewe 

And truste wel / his dreem he fond ful trewe 

ffor on the morwe / as BOone as it waB day 

To hia felawes In / ho took the way 4316 

And whan pat he cam / to this Oxes stalle 

After his felawe / he higan to calle 

■IT The hostiler / answerde hym anon 

And seydo / sire / youre fetawe is ^on 4220 
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OBOUP B. § 14. nun's pbibbt's tale. Hengwrt KB. 233 

As soone as day / he wente out of the town 

IT This man / gan fallen in suspecioun 

Bememhrynge / on hise dremes ^at he mette 

And forth he goth / no lenger wolde he lette 4224 

Vn-to the westgate of the town / and fond 

A dong Carte / went as it were to donge lond 

That was arrayed / in that same wise 

As ye han herd / the dede man deuyse 4228 

And with an hardy herte / he gan to crye 

Vengeaunce / and Justice / of this felonye 

My felawe / mordred is / this same nyghf 

And in this Cart heere / he lyth gapyng vp-righf 4232 

I crye / on the Mynystres / quod ho 

That sholde kepe / and rulen this Citee 

Harrow / alias / heere lyth my felawe slajii 

What sholde I moore / vn-to this tale sayn 4236 

The peple vp sterte / and caste the Cart to grounde 

And in the myddel of the dong* they founde 

The dede man / fat mordred was al newe 

IT blisful god / pat art so lust and trewe 4240 

Lo / how fat thow biwreyesf mordre alway 

Mordre wol out* that se wo day by day 

Mordre / is so wlatsom / and abhomynable 

To god / that is so lust and resonable 4244 

That he ne wod nat sufifre it helyd be 

Though it abyde / a yeer / or two / or thre 

' [MJordre wol out* this my conclusioun c> Ratt. leaf 102, back] 

And right anon / Ministres of that town 4248 

Han hent the Cartere / and so soore hym pyned 

And eek* the hostiler / so sore engyned 

That they biknewe / hire wikkednesse anon 

And wore anhanged / by the nekko bon 4252 

Heere may men sen / fat dremes ben to drede 

IT And certes / in the same book I rede 

Right* in the nexte Chapitre / after this 

I gabbe nat* so haue I ioye or blys 4256 
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Two men / ]iut wolile lian passed tnier sea 
ffor cetteyn cause / in-to a fer contree 
If fat the wynd / ne hadde ben contrarie 
That made hem / in a Citee for to tarie 4200 

That stood fid myrie / vp on an hauen syde 
But on a. day / agayn the euen tyde 
The wynd gan chaunge / and blew right as hem lest« 
lolif and glad / they wenten iTi-to reate 4264 

And casten hem / fill erly for to sayle 
But herkneth / to that o man / fil a gret meraaille 
H That oon of hem / in Blepyng* as he lay 
Eym mette a wonder dreem / agayn the day 4268 

Eym thoughte / a man stood / by his beddea syde 
And hym comanded / Jiat he sholde abydo 
And seyde hym th\w / if thow tomorwe wende 
Thow shalt be dreyuf my tale ia at an ende 4373 

^ He wook / and tolde his felawe what he mette 
And preyde hym / his viage to ktto 
Aa for that day / he preyde hym to byde 
IT Ilis khvfs ! fot lay / by liLi beddea sydu 4276 

Gan for to iaughe / and scorned hym ful faste 
"So dreem quod he / may so myn herte agaste 
That I wol lette / for to do my thynges 
I sette nat a straw / by thy dremynges 4280 

ffoi swBueues ben / but vanytees and lapes 
Men dreme al day / of Owlea / or of Apes 
And of many a maze / ther with a] 

Men dreme of thyng* ))at neuere was ne shal 4284 

But aith I see / fat thow wolt here abyde 
And thus forslewthen / wilfully thy tyde 
God woot it reweth me / and haue good day [leatiM] 

And thus / he took his leue / and went* his way 4288 
But er ftat he / hadde half his cours yseyled 
Noot I nat why / ne what mesehaunce it eyled 
But casuelly / the shippes botme rente 
And shipe and man / vniler the water wente 4293 
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In sighte of othere shippes / it bisyde 

That with hem seyled / at the same tyde 

And therfore / faire Peitelote so deeie 

By swiche ensamples olde / maystow leere 4296 

That no man / sholde ben to recchelees 

Of dremes / for I sey thee doutelees 

That many a dreem / ful soore is for to drede 

IT Lo / in the lyf of Seint Kenehn I rede 4300 

That was Kenulphus sone / the noble Kyng* 

Of Meitenrike / how Kenehn mette a thyng* 

Alite / er he was mordred / on a day 

His mordre / in his auysion he say 4304 

His norice / hym expowned euery del 

His sweuene / and bad hym for to kepe hym wel 

£for traysofi / but he nas but .vij. yeer old 

And therfore / litel tale hath he told 4308 

Of any dreem / so holy was his herte 

By god / I hadde leuere than my sherte 

That ye hadde rad his legende / as haue I 

Dame Pertelote / I sey yow trewely 4312 

Macrobeus / that writ the Auysion 

In Aifrike / of the worthy Cipion 

Affermeth dremes / and seith fat they ben 

Wamynge of thynges / fat men after sen 4316 

IT And forther moore / I pray yow looketh wel 

In the olde testament* of Danyel 

If he heeld dremes / any vanytee 

IT Rede eek of Joseph / and there shul ye see 4320 

Wher dremes be som tyme / I sey nat alle 

Wamynge of thynges / fat shul after falle 

^ Lboke of Egipte / the Kyng Daun Pharao 

His bakere / and his butiller also 4324 

Wher they ne felte / noon effect in dremes 

Who so wol seke / Actes of sondry Remes 

^ [M]ay rede of dremes / many a wonder thyng* {}Rat9, ifio8,bk] 

IF Lo Cresus / which fat was of Lyde kyng* 4328 
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S36 QRoup fi. § 14. Nns's priest's tale, fiei^fwrt TKS, 

Mette he naf fnt he sat vp-on a tree 

"Which Bignj-fide / he sholde an hanged he 

% La here Andromaeha / Ectoroa wyf 

That day that Ector / eholde leae his lyf 4332 

She diemed / on the same nyght hiforn 

How |)ot the ] jf of Ector sholde he lorn 

If thilko day / he wente in-to bataiUe 

She warned hym / hut it niyghte nat auaillo 433G 

He wente for to fighte / natheleea 

And he waa slayn anon / of Achilles 

But thillce tale / is at to long* to telle 

And eok / it ie ney day / I may nat dwelle 4340 

Shortly I aeye / as for conclusion 

That I ahal han / of this anysiofl 

Aduersitee / and 1 seye forther moor 

That I ne telle / of laxalynea no stoor 4344 

ffor they hen venynioa / I woot it vrel 

I hem defBe / I loue hem neuer a del 

f Now Ist vs speke of myrthe and stynte al tliis 

Madame Perteloto / so haue I hlya 4348 

Of o thynw god hath sent me large gjv/ce 

ffor whan I ae / the beautec / of youre face 

Ye l)en so ecai'let reed / aboute youre eyeu 

It maketh / al my dredc for to deyen 4352 

ffor also siker / as In prineipio 

Mulier / eat tominis confusio 

Madame / the sentence / of this latyn is 

Womman / is mannes ioye and at his hlys 4356 

ffor whan I feele a nyghf youre softe ayde 

Al he it" Jjdt I may nat on yow ryde 

ffor fot oure perche / is maad so narwe alias 

I am so ful / of Ioye and of solas 4360 

That I deffie / hothe sweuene and dreem 

And with that word / he flcy doun fro the heem 

ffor it was day / and eke hise hennes alle 

And with a chukl he gan hem for to calle 43G4 
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ifor he hadde founde a com / lay in the yerd 

Heal he was / he was namoore aferd 

He fethered Pertelote / twenty tyme [i««f lo*] 

And trad as ofte / er it was pryme 4368 

He looketh / as it were a gryni leoun 

And on hise toos / he rometh yp and doun 

Hym deyned nat/ to sette his foot to grounde 

And chukketh / whan he hath a com yfounde 4372 

And to hym rennen thanne / hise wyues alle 

Thus real / as a Prince is in his halle 

Leue I this Chaunteclor / in his pasture 

And after / wol I telle his auenture 4376 

f Whan that the Monthe / in whicli the world bigan 

That highte March / whan god first maked man 

Was complef and passed were also 

Syn March bigan / 30. dayes and two - 4380 

Bifel / fat Chauntecler / in al his pryde 

Hise seuene wyues / walkyng him bisyde 

Caste vp hise eyen / to the brighte sonne 

That in the signe of Taurus / hadde yronno 4384 

XX. degrees and oon /• and som what moore 

And knew by kynde / and by noon oother loore 

That it was pryme / and krew vfiih blisful steuene 

The Sonne he seyde / is clomben vp on heuene 4388 

40 . degrees and oon / and moore ywis 

Madame Pertelote / my worldes blys 

Herkneth thyse blisful bryddes / how they synge 

And se the fresshe floures / how they sprynge 4392 

fful is myn herte / of reuel and solas 

But sodeynly / hym fil a sorweful cas 

fFor euere the latter ende of ioye / is wo 

God woot* Jjat worldly ioye / is soone ago 4396 

And if a Rethor / koude faire endite 

He in a Cronycle / saufly myghte it write 

As for a souereyn notabilitee Petms Comestor 

Now euery wys man / lat hym herkne me 4400 
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238 Duotrp E § 14. hhs'b prisst'b taih. Hen^wrt 1 

This storie / U also ti^we I vndertake 

As is the book/ of Lniincelot Je Lake 

That wommeii holde / in ful gret rouerence 

Now wol I / tome agayn to my sentence 

IT A Colfox / fill of sley Iniquitee 

That in the groue / liadde wooed yerea thie 

*[By] heigh ymaginaciofl / fomcasf ['Bou 

The same nyghf thurgh-out the hegges braaf 

In-to the yerd / ther Chauntecler the faire 

Was wont" and eek hise wyiies to rcpaire 

And in a bed of wortea / etUlc he lay 

Til it was passed / vndren of the day 

Waitynge hia tyme / on Chauntecler to falle 

Ab gladly doon / thise honiycides aUe 

That in awayt liggen / to raordre n 

faia© mordrour / lurkynge in thy den 

newe Scariot' newe Genylou) 

ffalac dissimilonr / o greek Synon 

That broghteat Troye / al outrely to aorwe 

Chauntecler / acurscd be that n 

That thow in-to the yerd / flaugh fro the bemya 

Thow were / ful wel y-wamed by thy dremya 

That thiike day / was perilous to thee 

But* what fat god forwoof moot nedes be 

After the opynyofl of certeyn clerkis 

Witnease on hym / fat any parfit clerk is 

That in ecole / is gret altercacion 

In this matere / and gret disputisofi 

And hath hen / of an hundred thousand men 

But I ne kan / nat bulte it to the bren 

As kan / the holy doctour Augiistyn 

Or Boeco / or the Bisshope Bradwardyn 

Wheither / f ut goddea worthy forewityng' 

Streynoth me nedcly / for to doon a thyng/ 

Kedely clepc I / symple neceaaitee 

Or ellis / if fre choys / he graunted me 
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OBOUP B. § 14. nun's priest's tale. H^ngwrt MS. 239 

To do that same thyng* or do it noghf 

Thougli god forwoot* it/ er fat I was wroghf 

Or if his wityng* streyneth neuer a del 

Bui^ by necessitee / condicionel 4440 

I wol nat han to do / of swich matere 

My tale is of a Cok* as ye may heere 

That took his conseil / of his wyf/ with sorwe 

To walken in the yerd / vp-on that morwe 4444 

That he hadde met the dreem / pat I yow tolde 

Wommens conseils / be f ul ofte colde 

Wommannes conseil / broghte vs first to wo paaf io6] 

And made Adam / fro Paradys to go 4448 

Ther as he was / ful myrie and wel at ese 

But for I noof to whom it myghte displese 

If I conseil of wommen / wolde blame 

Passe oner / for I seyde it in my game 4452 

Bede Auctours / where they trete of swich matere 

And what they seyn of wommen heere 

Thise ben the Cokkes wordes and nat myne 

I kan noon harm / on no womman deuyne 4456 

IT fifaire in the Sond / to bathe hire myrily 

Lyth Pertelote / and alio hire sustres by 

^gayn the sonno / and Chauntecler so free 

Song myrier / than the Mermayde in the see 4460 

ffor Phisiologus / seith sikerly 

How fat they syngen / wel and myrily 

^ And so bifel / that as he caste his eye 

Among the wortes / on a Boterflye 4464 

He was war of this fox / pat lay ful lowe 

No thyng* ne Hste hym thanne for to crowe 

But cryde anon / cok* cok* and vp he sterte 

As man / pat was afFrayd in his herte 4468 

fFor naturelly / a beest desireth floe 

ffro his contrarie / if he may it see 

Though he neuere erst* hadde seye it with his eye 

This Chaunt-ecler / whan he gan hym espye 4472 
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He wolde han fled / but 'pat tha fox anon 

Seydo gentil sire / allaa wher wol yo gon 

Bo ye affrayd / of me Jiat ftm youre freend 

!Now certes / I were worse than a feend 

If I to yow / wolde harm / or vileynye 

I am nat come / youre conseil for tespye 

But trewely / tlte cause of my comynge 

Waa oonly / for to lierkne liow fiat ye synge 4480 

ffor trowely / ye ban aa myrie a, steuene 

As any Angel hath / fat is ia henene 

Ther with / ye han in Musylc moore feelynge 

Than hadde Boece / or any Jat kan sjTige 4484 

My lord youre fader / god his soule blesse 

And eek youre moder / of hire gentillesse 

' [Ha]n in myn houfl yben / to my gret eae t' Sati. lenf ins, Uc*] 

And certes sire / ful fayn wolde I yow plese 4488 

T But for men epeke of syngynge / 1 wol seye 

So mote I hrowke wel / niyne eyen tweyo 

Sane ye / I herde neuere man so syuge 

As dido youre fader / in the morwenynge 4493 

Certes / it was of herte / al that he song* 

And for to make his voys / the moore strong' 

He wolde so peyne hym / fat wit/i bothe hise eyen 

He moste wynke / so loude he wolde cryen 4496 

And stonden on hia typton / ther with al 

And stiecche forth his nekke / long and smal 

And eek/ he was of swich discreciofl 

That ther naa no man / in no Eegiofi 4500 

That hym in song / or wisdom myghte passe 

I haue wel rad / in daun Burnellfi the Asse 

Among hise vers / how fat ther was a cok' 

ffor a preestes sone / yaf hym a knoki 4504 

Vp-on his leg* whil he was yong and nyce 

He made hym / for to lese his benefice 

But certejn / ther nya no comparison 

Bitwix the wisdom / and discreeiofi 4508 
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Of youre fader / and of his subtiltee 
Now syngeth sire / for seynte charitee 
Lat se / konne ye youre fader countrefete 

V This Chaimtecler / hise wynges gan to bete 4512 
As man pat koude / his trayson nat espie 

So was he rauysshed / with his flaterie 

V Alias ye lordes / many a fals flatonr 

Is in youre court* and many a losengeour 4516 

That plesen yow wel moore / by my feyth 

Than he / pot soothfastnesse vn-to yow seith 

Redeth Ecclesiaste / of flaterye 

Beth war ye lordes / of hir trecherye 4520 

IT This Chauntecler / stood hye vp on his toos 

Strecchynge his nekke / and heeld hise eyen cloos 

And gan to crowe / lowde for the nones 

And daun Russelle the fox / stirte vp atones 4524 

And by the gargaf hente Chauntecler 

And on his bak / toward the wode hym beer 

ffor yet* ne was ther no man / pat hym sewed [leaf io«] 

IF destynee / pat mayst nat ben eschewed 4528 

Alias pat Chauntecler / fly fro the hemes 

Alias / his wif/ ne roghte nat of dremes 

And on a friday / fil al this meschaiice 

IT Venus / pat art goddesse of plesafLce 4532 

Syn pat thy seruant* was this Chauntecler 

And in thy seruyce / dide al his power 

Moore for delit* than world to multiplie 

Why woldestow suffre hym / on thy day to dye 4536 

If Gaufred / deere maister souerayn 

That whan / thy worthy kyng Richard was slayn 

With shot* compleynedest* his deth so soore 

Why ne hadde I now / thy sentence and thy loore 4540 

The friday for to chide / as diden ye 

ffor on a ffriday / soothly slayn was he 

ITianne wolde I shewe yow / how pat I kowde pleyne 

ffor Chaunteclerys drede / and for his peyne 4544 

17 HENGWRT 241 (6-T. 297) 



298 BII-TBXT 

242 GROUP B. § 14. nun's pribet'b tale. Hengwrt HS. 

IT Certoa / swich cry / ne kmentacion 

Was nouere of ladyes maad / whan yliofi 

Was wonne / and Pirraa / wjVt his etreite eweid 

Whanne he hadda liGaf kj-ng Priam by the berd i548 

And alayn hym / as seith vs Eneydos 

As maden / alio the heimes in the clooa 

WTian they hadde seyn / of Chaimtecler the sighte 

But sonereynly / dame Pertelote shrighte 4552 

ffal louder / than dide llaadrubalea -wyf 

Whan fat hire housbonde / hadde ylost his lyf 

And pat the Eomayns / hadden brend Cartage 

She was / so ful of torment" and of rage iS.'ifi 

That wilfully / vn-to the fyr she sterte 

And brende hir seluen / witJi a atedefast herte 

H woful hennes / right so cryden ye 

Aa / whan fat Nero / brende the Cit«e 4560 

Of Eome / cryden the senatoura wyues 

ffor fflt hir houshondes / losten alle hire lyues 

With-outen gilt* this Hero hath hem slayn 

Now wol I tnrne / to my tale agayn 4564 

IT The sely widwe / and eek hire doghtres two 

Herden thise hennes crye / and maken wo 

*[And] out at dores / stirten they anon I'Mm,. icfuie, harij 

' [A]nd seyen the fox / toward the groue gon 4568 

And bar vp-on his bak/ the cok/ away 

And criden / ouf harrow and weilaway 

Ha / ha . the fox / and after hym they ran 

And eek with etaues / many another man 4ri72 

Kan Colle oure dogge / and Talbof and Gerlande 

And Malkyn / with a distaf in hire hande 

Pan Cow and calf / and eek the verray hogges 

So fered / for berkynge of the doggea 4576 

And ahowtynge of the men / and wommen eek* 

They ronne so / hem thoughte hire herte breek* 

They yelleden / as fendes doon in helle 

The dokes cryden / as men wolde hem quelle 4580 
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The gees for feere / flowen ouer the trees 

Out of the hyue / cam the swarm of bees 

So hydous was the noyse / a benedicite 

Certes / he lakke Straw / and his meynee 4584 

ISTe made neuere showtes / half so shrille 

Whan pat they wolden / any flemyng kille 

As thilke day / was maad vp-on the fox 

Of bras / they broghten bemys / and of box 4588 

Of horn / of boon / in whiche they blewe and powped 

And ther with al / they skryked and they howped 

It semed / as pat heuene sholde falle 

Now goode men / I prey yow herkneth alle 4592 

Lo / how ffortune / tnmeth sodeynly 

The hope / and pryde eek of hire enemy 

This cok* pat lay vp-on the foxes bak 

In al his drede / vn-to the fox he spak* 4596 

And seyde sire / if pat I were as ye 

Yit sholde I seyn / as wys god helpe me 

Tumeth ayein ye proude cherles alle 

A verray pestilence / vp-on yow falle 4600 

'Noyr 1 am come / vn-to this wodes syde 

Maugree youre heed / the cok shal here abyde 

I wol hym ete in feith / and that anon 

IT The fox answerde / in feith it shal be don 4604 

And [as] he spak that word / al sodeynly 

This cok / brak from his mouth delyuerly 

And hye vp on a tree / he fley anon peaf w] 

IT And whan the fox say / pat he was gon 4608 

Alias quod he / o Chauntecler Alias 

I haue to yow quod he / ydon trespas 

In as muche / as I maked yow aferd 

Whan I yow hente / and broghte in-to this yerd 4612 

But sire / I dide it in no wikke entente 

Com doun / and I shal telle yow what I mente 

I shal seye sooth to yow / god help me so 

IF Nay thanne quod he / I shrewe vs bothe two 4616 
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211 oRoup B. § 14. nun's friest'b tale. Hengwrt H8. 

And first I shrewe niy self / bothe blood and bonoa 

If thow bigile me / any ofter than ones 

Thow ehalt namoore / thurgh thy flaterye 

Do me to syiige / and wynken y/ith myn eye 4620 

ffor he fat wynketh / whan he sholde see 

Al wilfully / god lat hym neuere thee 

f Nay quod the fox / hut god yeue hym meschaBce 




That is / eo YndiBctet/ of gouemaflce 

That langleth / whan he aholde holde his pees 

IT Lo flwich it it j for to be reocheleeB 

And uc'cligtnf and truate on flaterye 

But yo / fat holden this tale a folye 

Afi of a fox / or of a cok and hen 

Taketh the motaljtse / goode 

ffor Saint Poul soith / f<ct al that writen ia 

To ouro doctryue / it ia ywrite ywia 

Taketh the fruyf and lat the chaf he stiUe 

How goode god / if Jwt it be thy wille 

As Beith my lord / so malce \a alle goode men . 

And brynge va / to his heye blisse Amen un™" 

51 Here is ended / the Nonnes Preestes tale ^ 

\Th6 Mandple'e Prologue follows in the MS.] 
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APPENDIX TO GROUP A. 



[THE SPURIOUS TALE OF GAMELYN.] 



Her endeth o tale of the Cooke and [■» ^- 17 d. xv. 

leaf 66, back] 

her folowyth a nother tale of the same cooke 

T ythen) and listenejje and harkenejje Arigfite 

•*-* And ye schulne here of* A doughty knyghte 

Sir lohan of* Boundis was his name 

He coujje of* norture And mochett of game 4 

Thre sonnes fe knyghte hadde with his bodye wonne 

The eldeste was a mocche schrewe And soone he bigonne 

HiR bre feme louede wele her ffadre And of hym^ were Agaste 

The eldeste desaruede his fifaders Curse And hadde hitt* atte 

The gode knyghte his ffadre lyuede so 3ore LP® ^^^-^ 

That defe was hym^ comen) And handelede hym^ fftdle sore 

The gode knyghte carede sore syke fere he laye' 

How his chyldron) schulde lyuen) Affter his daye [leaf 67] 12 

He hadde bene wy de where buttenon husbande he was ^^^^\ 

Aft the londe that he hadde it was purchas. ^^^^\^^^* 

ffayn he wolde it were dressid among* hem alle . 

That eche of hem had his part as it myght faUe . 16 

Tho sent he in to contre after^^ wise knyghtis . [' r^ i»/or r/] 

To helpe delen his londis and dressen hem to rightis . 

He sent hem word bi le^es thei schulde hye blyue . 

Yf thei wolde speke with hym while he was on lyue . 20 
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1^0 the k tyghtia heriten sike that he lay . 

Had thei no rest nother" ' nygSt ne day . t' fa. mi r>= 

TiH' thei come to hyni thei* he lay atille . 

On his deth bed to a-tiide goddis wille . 

Then seide the good knyght eike thei' he h»y. 

Lordis I yow warne for aotho with-out nay, 

I may no lengei' lyuen hero in this atounde. 

ffot thorough goddia witt detS drawea me to grounds . 

Ther* naa non of hem alle that hetde hym a right. 

That thei ne had routhe of that ."";e knygfit. 

And Beiden sir/ for goddia louo ne dismay you nogfit . 

God may done bote of bale that ia now wrought . 32 

Than spake the good knyght eike there he lay. 

Bote of bale god inay aende I wot it ia no nay . 

But I beaeko you knyghtia for the loue of me. 

Got£ and droseith my londia amoi^ my sonee thre . 36 

And for the loue of god detith not hem a mye . 

And foryeteth not Gamelyn my yong* sone that ia . 

Taibeth hede to that one as wett as to that other . 

Seeld ye seen any heier" helpen his brother/./ 40 

Tho leten thei the knygEt lyen that was not in hele . 

And wentyn in to coii?iSeile his londis for to dele . 

ffor to delen hem alle to oon that was here thoght . 

And for Gamelyn was yongist he Bchulde haue noght . 44 

Aft the londo that thei' waa thei dalten it in two . 

And letyn Gamelyn the yong with-outen lond go . 

And eche of hem seide to other' fuJt lowde . 

His brethren mygHt yeue hym londe when ho good cowde . 

When thei had delid the londe at hero wille . 49 

Thei comen to the knyght there he lay stille . 

And tolde hym a-uon how thei had wri^ht . 

And the knyglit thei-" he lay likid it right noglit . 52 

IT Than seide the knyght be aeynt Martyn . 

!lor att that yo haue don yet is the londe niyn . 

Ilbr goddia loue iieigBboris stondith stille . 

And I wi!t dclyn niy lond right aftii'' my wille . ItG 
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lolln my eldist sone scliafl' haue plowes fyue . 

That was myn fadris heritage while he was on lyue . 

And my myddlist sone fyue plowes of londe . 

That I halp for to gete with my right honde . 60 

And att m3rn othei^ porchas of londis and ledis . [leaf 46, back] 

That I be-quethe Gamelyn and all: my good stedis . 

And beseke you good men that lawe con of londe . 

fFor Gamelyns loue that my quest* stonde . 64 

Thus dalt the knyght his londe bi his day . 

Eight on his deth bed sike thei' he lay . 

And sone aftirward he lay stoon stille . 

And died whan tyme come as if was criistes wille . ^^ 

A-noon as he was deed and vndii' gras graue . 

Sone the eldii* brother* giled the yong knaue 

He toke in to his honde his londe and his lede . 

And Gamelyn hym seK to clothen and to fede . 72 

He clothed hym and fedde hym yuett and eke wrothe . 

And lete his londis for-fare and his housis bothe 

His parkes and his wodis and dide no thyng* welle . 

And sithen he it a-bought on his owne felle . 76 

So long* was Gamelyn in his brothris halle . 

flPoc the strengest of good will: thei doutedyn hym alle . 

Ther' was none ther' yn nother' yong* ne olde . 

That wolde wrath Gamelyn were he neuyr' so bolde . 80 

f Gamelyn stood on a day in his brothers yerde . 

And bigan with his honde to hondift his berde . 

He thought on his londis that lay vnsawe . 

And his faire okis that doune were drawe . 84 

His Parkis were broken and his dere reuyd . 

Of alt his good stedis noon was hym bi-leuyd ./ 

His housis were vn-hiled and futt yuett dight 

Tho thought Gamelyn it went not a-right . 88 

Aftir^-warde cam his brother' walkyng* thare . 

And seide to Gamelyn is our* mete yare . 

Tho wrathed hym Gamelyn and swore bi goddis book . 

Thou schalt go bake thi self I wift not be thi Cook . 92 
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Now br .ej' GAmelyn how vaBwareat thou now . 

Thou spakost neuyi" eiiche a wonie as thou dost ii 

Be my foith eeide Gamclyn now me thyaketh nede . 

Of alle the harmRS that I haue I toke neuyi^ yet hede , t)6 

My packis/ ben broken and my deer' bi-rouyd . 

Of myn armes and my atedia uc^ht is me bileuyd . 

A It that my fadir' me bi-quath aH' goth to schame . 

And therfore haue thou goddis cure brothei' be thyn name ./ 

Than spake liia brothei' that rape was of reea . 101 

Stondc atUle gudlyng and holde " i pees . 

Thou schalt be faj-n to haue thi mete and thi wede . 

What BpekesV thou gadlyug' of londe or of lede. 104 

Tlian Beide Gamelyn the childe that was yeng*. 

Criates cura mote >ie haue that clepeth me gadlyng . 

I am no worse gadlyng* ne no worse wight . 

But borne of a lady and geten of a knygfit . (icumj 

Ne doret he not to Gamelyn neuer a foot go . 109 

But clepid to hym his men and seide to hem tho , 

Goth and betith this boy and reueth hym his witte . 

And lete hym letne a nother* tyme to vnsware me bette . 

Then seide the childe yong* Gamelyn . 113 

Criatis cura mote thou haue brother' art thou myn . 

And if I achatt algate be botyn a-noon . 

Cristea curs mote thou haue but thou he tliat oon , 116 

And a-non his brothei' in that grete hete , 

Made his men to fette atauea Gamelyn to bete , 

When euecy of hem had a staff* nomen. 

Garaclyn was ware tho he aigh hem comen . 120 

Tlio Gamelyn sigh hem coraen he lokid ouer att . 

And was wai'of a pestett stood vndii' the waft./ 

Caraclyn was light and thidei' gon to Icpo . 

And drafU alle his brctliera men right soiic on an hepe 1^4 

And lokid as a wilde lion and leide on good wone. 

Tlio his brother" sigh that he began to goni' . 

H(^ fleigh vp in to a lofte and schette the duie faate . 

Tims Gami^lyn vnth liis pesteft made hem iille a-gaste . 1 28 
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Some for Gramelyns loue and some for eie . 

Alio tbei drowhen hem to halues tho lie gan to pleie . 

What now seide Gamelyn euylt mote ye the . 

Witt ye hegynne contek* wnd so sone fle . 132 

Gamelyn sought his brother' whithei' he was flowe . 

And saugh where he loked oute at a wyndowe . 

Brother* seide Gamelyn come a litett nere . 

And I witt teche the to pleie at the hokelere . 136 

His brother* hym answerde and seide be seynt Richere . 

While that pestett is in thi honde I wift come no nere . 

Brothei* I witt make thi pees I swere bi cristes ore 

Cast a-weie the pestett and wrath the no more . 140 

I most nede seide Gamelyn wrath me at ones . 

fFor thou wolde make thi men to breke my bones . 

Ne had I had mayn and myght in myn armes . 

To haue putte hem fro me thei wolde haue do me harmes . 

IT Gamelyn seide his brother^ be thou not wroth . 145 

fPor to seen the haue harme me it^ were right^ loth . 

I ne dide it noght brother* but for a fondyng . 

ffor to loken if* thou art strong and art so y eng . 1 48 

Come a-doune then to me and graunt me my bone . 

Of 00 thyng* I witt the axe and we schutt saught sone . 

Doune than come his broth er* that fekitt was and felle . 

And was s withe sore a-ferd of the pestette . 152 

He seide brothir* Gamelyn axe me thi bone . 

And loke thou me blame but I it graunt sone ./ 

Than seide Gamelyn brother* y-wis , neaf 47, back] 

IT And we schutt be at one thou muste graunte me this . 

All that my fadii* me by-quath while that he was on lyue . 

Thou muste do me it haue yef we schutt not stryue . 158 

That schalt thou haue Gamelyn I swere be cristes ore . 

Att that thi fadir* the by-quath though thou woldest haue 

Thi londe that lieth leye wett it schatt be sowe . L^ore . 

And thyn housis reisid vp that ben leide futt lowe . 

Thus seide the knyght to Gamelyn with mouth . 

And thought on falsnes as he wett couth . 164 
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The kuj :lit thought on treaon and Gamelyn q 

And wfiit* and kissed his brother and whaa thei were at 

Alias yong Gamelyn no lliyng lie ne wisto . 

With Buche f«ls treaon hia brothei' hyni kiste 

IT Lyitheneth and listeneth and boldith youi' tonge . 

And ye scbuH here talkyng of Gamelyn the yonge, 

TheH was thei' be siden cried a wrastlyng" 

And therfore ther' was eetto a Ram and a Ryng-./ 

And Gamelyn was in witt to wende therto . 

ffor to prenyn hys niygBt what :oiide do ■ 

£rothei' seide Gamelyn bo eeynt icLere . 

Thou moste lene me to nyght a 

That is frescti to the sporis on for to ride . 

I moat on an eiand a Htetl here be side . 

Bi god aetde his brothei' of stedis in my stalle . 

Qo and obese the the best spare noon of hem alle . 

Of stedis aiid of cursere that etonden hem be aide . 

And telle me good brothei' whidei' thou wilt ride. 

Here be side brother' is cried a wrastlynge. 

And there fore acbatl" be sot a Kam on^i Synge . 184 

Mocbe worschip it were brothei' to vs alle . 

Might I the Ram and the Rynff bryngen home to this halle ./ 

A stede thei' was sadelid amertly and skete . 

Gamelyn dide a peire of sporis faate on hia fete . 188 

He sette his foot in the stirop the stede he bi-atrood . 

And toward the wrastlynge the yong' cliilde rood . 

Tho Gamelyn the yonge was riden oute at gate . 

The fala knygbt his brothei' loked yet aftir' thate . 1 92 

And besought ihesu crist that is beuyn kyng* . 

He myght breke liis nekke in that wraatlyng* . 

As sone a Gamelyn come there the place was . 

He light downe of his stede ini'i stcud on the gras . ] 96 

And tiicre he herde a ftraakeluyn welaweic syng*. 

And bi-gan bitterly his hondia for to wryng* . 

Gode man seide Gamelyn whi makist thou this fare . 

Is thci' no man tliat may you helpen out of eare . 200 
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Alias seide the fiErankeleyn that euyi* I was bore . 

flfor twey stalworth sones I wene that I haue lore . [leaf -isj 

A Champion is in the place that hath wrought me sorowo . 

ffor he hath slayne my two sones but yef god hem borowe . 

I wott yeue ten pounde bi ihe^u criste and more. 

With the nones that I fonde a man to handle hym sore . 

Gode man seide Gamelyn wilt thou well: done . 

Holde my hors while my man drawel^ of my schone . 208 

And helpe my man to kepe my clothes and my stede. 

And I will: in to place gone to loke if I may spede . 

By god seide the ffrankeleyn it* schall be done . 

I wilt my seK be thi man to drawe of thi schone . 212 

And wende thou in to place ihe^u criste the spede . 

And drede not of thi clothis ne of thi good stede . 

Barfoot and vngirt Gamelyn yn cam . 

Alle that were in the place hede of hym thei nam . 216 

How he dorste auntre hym to done his myght . 

That was so doughti a ChampiouTi in wrastlyng and in fight . 

Vp sterte the Champion rapeli a-noon . 

Toward yong* Gamelyn he bi-gan to goon . 220 

And seide who is thi fadii* and who is thi sire . 

ffor sothe thou arte a gret fooft that thou come here . 

f Gamelyn answerde the Champion tho . 

Thou knewe weft my fadir while he couthe go . 224 

Whiles he was on lyue be seynt Martyn . 

Sii' Ion of Boundis was his name and I Gamelyn . 

ffelawe seide the Champion so mote I thryue . 

I knewe weft thi fadir^ whiles he was on lyue . 228 

And thi self Gamelyn I witt that thou it* here . 

While thou were a yong* boy a mochie schrewe thou were . 

Than seide Gamelyn a7td swore bi cristes ore . 

!N^ow I am oldei' wax thou schalf fynde me a more . 232 

By god seide the Champion weft come mote thou be . 

Come thou ones in my honde thou schalt neuer the . 

f It was weft with-yn the nyght and the mone schone . 

When Gamelyn and the Champion to gidei' gon gone . 236 
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) Uliampioii CJwt tomes to Gameljii thiit was [iresl . 
And Gamelyn stood and bade hym done his beat . 
Than i eide Gamelyn to the ChampiouM . 
Thou art faat a>boute to bryag" me a-dou» . 240 

Now I hftue proued mony tomes of thyne . 
Thou most he scide prouo oon or two of myno . 
Gamelyn to the Champion yede smertly a-none . 
Of aft the tomes that he eouthe he sehewid hym but one. 
And keat hym on the lift side that thre ribbes to-brake . 
And therto his one anne that yf a gret crake , 
Than aeide Gamelyn amertly a-u on . 

Schall: it he holde for a cast or lis for noon . 248 

By god Beide the Champion whethei' it he . ne»f «, buk; 

He that cometh ones in thi honde schiirt he neuyi* the . 
Than seide the firanieleyn that hwl his sonos there . 
Blosaid be thou Gamelyn that ouyt* thou bore ware. 263 
The i&ankeleyn seide to the Champion on hym stood hym. 
This ia yong- Gamelyn that taught the this pleye . l^^™ ^7^ ■ 
A-yen vnawarid tj)p Champion that liked no thyng welt , 
He ia althor' maistor' and his pleie is rigBt fefj. 256 

Sithen I wrastlid first it ia gone yore . 
But I was neuyt* in my Ij-f handelid so soro . 
Gamelyn stood in the place a-non with-out serke . 
And seide if ther' he mo lete hem come to werke . 260 
The Champion Ihat payned hym to wirke sore . 
Hit semeth hi his contenaunce that he wift no more . 
Gamelyn in the place stood stilt as stoon. 
ffor to a-bide wrastlyng* but thei* come noon. 264 

Thei' was non with Gamelyn that wolde wrastlc more . 
ffor he handlid the Champion so wondirly sore . 
Two gcntitt men yemed the place. 

Come to Gamelyn god yonohym good grace. 2G8 

And seide to hym do on thi hosen and tlii sclioon . 
fforsothe at this tyme this faire is doon ./ 
And than seide Gamelyn so mote I weft faro . 
I haue not yet haiiyndeft sold my ware . 272 
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IF The seide the Champion so brok I my swere . 

He is a foott that thei'-of bieth thou sellest it so dare . 

Tho seide the frankeleyn that was in moche care . 

ffelaw he seide whi. lakkest thou this ware . 276 

Be seynt lame in Gales that mony man hath soght . 

Yet is it to good chepe that thou hast boght . 

Tho that wardeyns were of that wrastlyng . 

Come and brought Gamelyn the Earn and the Ryng* . 280 

[ 

iw gap in the MS,^ 

A Gamelyn thought it was a faire thyng . 

And went with moche ioye home in the momyng* . 284 

His brother' sigh where he came with the gret route . 

And bad schit the gate and holde hym with-oute. 

The porter* of his lord was sore a-gast< . 

And sterte a-noon to the gate and lokked it fast . 288 

IF Now lithe]) and listeneth bothe yong and olde . 

And ye schutt here gamyn of Gamelyn the bolde . 

Gamelyn come to Y yate for to haue com. yn . 

Than was it schit fast with a pyn . 292 

Than seide Gamelyn portei' vndo the yate . 

ffor a gode mannes sone stondej) thei'-ate . 

Than answarde the portei* and sware bi goddis berde . 

Thou ne schalt Gamelyn come in to this yerde . 296 

Thou lixf seide Gamelyn so broke I my chyn . 

He smote the wiket with his foot and brake a-waye the pyn . 

The portei* sigh tho it myght no better* be , 

He sette foot on erthe and be-gan to flee . 300 

Be my fay seide Gamelyn that traueile is lore . 

flfor I am on foote as light as thou haddist it swore 

Gamelyn ouer-toke the portei* and his tene wrake . 

And girt hym in the nekke that the boon to-brake . 304 

And toke hym by that one arme and threwe hym in a welle ./ 

•Yij.^- fadome it was depe as I haue herd telle . 

Whan Gamelyn the yong< thus had pleide his plaie . 

Alle that in the yeerde were drowen hem a-waie . 308 
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lei dredyn hym futt sore for werke thaf he wrougftt . 
And foT the fniro companje thai he thidei' brongbt . 
Gamolyn ycde to the yate and lete it vp wide . 
fie lete yti alle tbat gone wotde or ride. 
And eeidn ye be welcome with-ouf any giwne. 
ffor yn wilt hn naistera liere and axe no man leao. 
Yestiiday I left seide yong* Ganielyne . 
In my brotlii;i' sclei' tyue toun wyne . 
I wilt noP this companye parten on twyn . 
And ye witt don aftii* me wlii 
And if my brothei' gruolie or ma 
Othei* of apence of mete and di 
I am GUI' cfttoui' and bere ov^ ai 
He Bclialt haue for liis gruccbyng* aeynt Marie curs. 
Mi bTOthoi* is a nygon I swere be eriates ore. 
And we witt sppnde largely that he hath aparid yore . 
And who tliat niahetH grucchyng that ■« 
He Bchatt to the portei' in to the draw welle . 
Vy. daies and Mj. nyght Gamelyn helde his foat . 
With mocha solace was there and non cheat . 328 

In a litett toret his brother' lay steke . 
And sigh hem waste his good and dorst not speke . 
IT Erly in a niomyng on the .viij. day . 
The gestia come to Gamelyn and wolde gone hero way . 332 
Lordis seide Gamelyn wilt ye so hye . 
All the wyne is nof yef dronke so broke I myn eye . 
Gamelyn in iiis herte was fuit wo . 

When his gestia toke here leue fro hym for to go . 336 

He wolde thei had dwellid lenget* and thei seide nay . 
But hi-taugHt Gamelyn god and good day . 
Thus made Gamelyn his fcst' and LroughP it' weft to ende . 
And after* hia gestia tokc ieue to wende . 340 

f Litlieth and listenyth and holdith youi^ tonge. 
And ye schutt here gamen of Gamelyn the yonge . 
Herkenjth lordyngis and listncth a-right . 
When alle gestis were gone how Gamelyn was dighf ./ 344 
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Alt the while that Gamelyn helde his mangerie . peaf 49, bMk] 

His brothii^ thought on hym be wreke with his trecheiie • 

Tho Gamelyns gestis were riden and gone . 

Gamelyn stood a-none allone frend had he none . 348 

Tho affcii' fell: sone with-yn a litill: stonde. 

Gamelyn was taken and full hard bonde . 

fforth come the fals knyght out of the solere . 

To Gamelyn his brother^ he yede full: nere . 362 

And seide to Gamelyn who made the so bolde . 

ffor to stroien my stour* of my housholde . 

Brother^ seide Gamelyn wrath the right noght . 

ffor it is mony day gone sith it was boght . 356 

ffor brother^ p^ profite/ thou hast had be seynt Eichere . 

Of .XV. plowes of londe this sixtene yere . 

And of alle the bestis thou hast forth bredde . 

That my fadif* me bi-quath on his deth bedde . 360 

Of ait this sixtene yere I yeue the the prowe . 

ffor the mete and the drynke that* we haue spendid nowe . 

Than seide the fals knyght* euylt mote he the . 

Herken brother^ Gamelyn what I wilt yeue the . 364 

ffor of my body brother^ here geten haue I non . 

I wilt make the myn eire I swere bi seynt John . 

Parfay seide Gamelyn and it* so be . 

And thou thynkist as thou seist god yelde it the . 368 

No thyng* wist Gamelyn of his brother* gile . 

Therfore he hym bi-giled in a litilt while . 

Gamelyn seide he 00 thyng I the telle . 

Tho thou threwe my porter* in the drawe welle. 372 

I swoor in thaf wrath and in that gret moote. 

That thou schuldisf be bouwde both hond and foote . 

[ 

no gap in the MS,] 376 

ffor to holden myn a- vow as I the bi-hote . 

To ben myn heire of* londe hous and cote . 

Brother^ seide Gamelyn as mote I the . 

Thou schalt not be for-swore for the loue of me . 380 
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Tho maden thei Gamelyn to aitto for he schulJe not stoudo . 

Tilt thei had hym bounde bothe foot and lionde. 

The fals kiiyght his brother* of Gamelyn was a-gast . 

And sent aiW fetera to feteren hym fast . 384 

His brother made lesyi^ on hym there he stood . 

And tolde hem that comen yn that GameljTi was wood. 

Gamelyn stode to a post boiiwden in the halla . 

Tho that comen yn lokid on hym alle . 388 

Euer stood Gamelyn eujm vp risrht" . 

But mete ne drynke bad he non leither' day ne nyght. 

Than seide Gamelyn brotbei' !)« lyi tala , 

Now I haiie a-spiod thou art a pum fals. 392 

Had I wiaf the treson that thou hast founde ./ 

I wolde baue yeue Btrolda or I had be bomido . n^nf r*] 

Gamelyn etoed bounde stille as ony stoon . 

Two daies and two nyghtia mete had be noon. 396 

Than seide Gamelyn that etoed y-bounde strong-, 

Adam spenaer' me thynketh I fast to long'. 

Adam spenset' now I beseche the . 

ffor the mncbe louo my fndir* loued the . 400 

Yf thou may come to the keys lose me ouf of bond . 

And I wilt parte with the of my fre lond . 

Than aeide Adam that was the spenaer' . 

I haue aemyd thi brother" this .xvj. yere . 404 

Yf I lete the goon out of bis boure . 

He wolde saie aftinvarde I were a traitonre ./ 

Adam seide Gamelyn so brok I myn hals . 

Thou achalt fynde my brotbei' at the last fals . 408 

Therfore brothei' Adam lose me out of bondis . 

And I wilt parte with the of my fre londis . 

Vp suche forward seide Adam y-wis . 

I wilt do tliei'-to aU that in me is . 412 

Adam seide Gamelyn as mote I the . 

I wilt holdo tho couenaunt and thou wift helps me . 

A-noon as Adams lord to bedde was goon . 

Adam toke tbu keyes and Ifte Gamelyn out a-noon. 416 
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He vnlokked Gamelyn "bothe hondis and feef . 

In hope of auauncement that he hym bi-heef , 

Than seide Gamelyn thankid be goddis sonde 

Now I am lose bothe foot and honde . 420 

Had I now eten and dronken a-right ./ 

Ther^ is noon in this hons schulde bynde me this nyght . 

Adam toke Gamelyn as stille as ony stoon . 

And lad hym in to spense raply a-noon . 424 

And sette hym to sopei* right in a pryue stede . 

He bad hym do gladly and Gamelyn so dide . 

A-noon as Gamelyn had eten wett and fyne . 

And therto dronken weft of the rede wyne . 428 

Adam seide Gamelyn what is now thi reed . 

Or I go to my brother* and gird of his heed ./ 

Gamelyn seide Adam it schaft not be so . 

I con teche the a rede that is worth the two . 432 

I wote wett for sothe that this is no nay . 

We schutt bane a mangerie right on sonday . 

Abbotes and priours mony here schaft be . 

And other* men of holy chirche as I telle the . 436 

Thou schalt stonde vp bi the post as thou were bound fast . 

And I schaft leue hem vn-loke that a-weie thou may hem 

Whan that thei haue eten and waschen here hondis . L^^^* •/ 

Thou schalt biseke hem alle to bryng* the out of bondis . 

And if thei wift borow the that were good game . [leaf so, back] 

Than were thou out of prison and I out of* blame . 

And if eche of hem saie to vs nay . 

I schaft do a nother/ I swere be this day . 444 

Thou schalt haue a good staf and I will haue a nother/ 

And cristes curs haue that ooii that faileth that other/ 

Ye for god seide Gamelyn I say it for me . 

If I faile on my side yueft mote I the . 448 

Yf we schuft algate assoile hem of here synne . 

Wame me brothei^ Adam whan we schuft be-gynne . 

Gamelyn seide Adam be seynt charite . 

I wift wame the bifome whan it schaft be . 452 
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"WLan I wjTik on the loke for to gone . 

^nd cast a-weie thi feters and come to me a-n< 

Admu eciJe Gamelyn blessid be thy bones . 

That is a good coiiriseile yeueD fur the n 

Tf thei wamo me to bryng mo out of bendi§ . 

I witf sett* good strokes right on here lendia . 
Tho the aonday was comen and folke to the feste . 
ffaire thei were welcomed bothe leate and nuete , 
And eaer as thiti at halle doTo come yn . 
lliei cast here ye on yong' Gamu m . 
The fals knyght hia brother' fiitt of trecherie . 
Alle the gestia that thet* were at tho mangerie. 
Of Gamelyn his brothei' he tolde bem with mouth . 
Aft the harme ajid the Bchame that he telle couth . 
Tho thei were seruyd of meesia two or thre , 
Than eeide Gamelyn how st 
It 16 nogfit wett semyd hi god that aft made . 
That I eitte fastyng and othet* men make glide . 
The &Is knyght hia brother' that' as he stood . 
Tolde alls geatis that Gamelyn was wood . 472 
And Gamelyn stood stille and vnswared right noght . 

But Adams wordia he belde in bis thoght . 

Tho Gnnielyn gan speke deolfidly with alle . 

To the gret lordis that seeten in the halle , 476 

Lordis be seide for eristea passion . 

Helpe to bryng Gomclyn out of prison . 

Than seide an ALbot sorow on his cheke . 

He schatt liane eristea curs and aejnt maries eke . 480 

That the out of prison heggith or horow . 

But euer worth hym wctt that doth Ihe moche sorow . 

,\ftii' that abbof than sjiaku a nother" . 

T wolde thyn heL'd were of tlieigli thou M'ore my lirothor'. 

Alle that the horow fouie mote hem falle . 485 

'ITins thei sciden alle that wore in Ihe hallo . 

Tliiin seide a prioui' piiyft moti' ho pieuo . 

II is 2n't snrnw "tut faw hoy thou art on h'lh' . [ieat,',i] 
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Ow seide Gamelyn so broke I my bone . 489 

I^ow I baue spied that fremlis haue I none . 

Cursed mote he worth both flesch and blood . 

That euer doth prioui* or Abbot any good . 492 

Adam the spensei^ toke vp the cloth . 

And loked on Gamelyn and sigh that he was wroth . 

Adam on the pantrie litilt thoght . 

But two good staues to the haUe dore he bioght . 496 

Adam loked on Gamelyn and he was ware a-none . 

And cast a^weie the feters and bi-gan to gone. 

Tho he cam to Adam he toke the oon staf , 

And bigan to worche and good strokes yaf . 500 

Gamelyn come in to the halle and Adam spensei' bothe . 

And lokid hem a-boute as thai had ben wrothe . 

Gamelyn spreyneth holi water* with a Oken spire . 

That some that stood vp right fett in the fire . 504 

Ther^ was no lewid man that in the halle stood . 

That wolde do Gamelyn any thyng^ but good . 

But stodyn be siden and lete hem both wirche . 

ffor thai had no reweth of men of holi chirche . 508 

Abbot or priour* Monk* or Chanown . 

That Gamelyn ouertoke a-noon thai yedan douw . 

Ther^ was non of alle that with his staf mette . 

That he made hem ouerthrowe and. quyt ham his dette . 512 

Gamelyn seide Adam for saynt charita . 

Paie good lyueray for the loue of me . 

And I witt kepe the dore so euer hare I masse ./ 

Er* thei ban assoilad ther^ schatt noon passe . 516 

Doute the noght seide Gamalyn while we ben in fere . 

Kepe thou welt the dore and I witt worche here . 

By-stere the good Adam and let thei* non fle . 

And we schutt telle largely how mony that ther^ be . 520 

Gamelyn seide Adam do ham but good . 

Thei ben men of holy chirche drawe of hem no blood . 

Saue weft the crowne and do hem no harmes . 

But breke both hei* leggis and sithen hei^ armes . 524 
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Thiu CJamelyn and Adam wroglit right fast . 

Aad pki<Ie with the monkis and made hem a-gast . 

Thidor' thei tome rydyng" ioly with awajnes. 

And home a-yen thei were lad ia cartia and wajrnca ./ 528 

Tho thei iiadden alle y-doo. then eeide a gray ffrere . 

Alas sii' Abhot what dide we now here . 

Tho that we comen liider/ it was a colde roode . 

Vs hadde ben hetter* at home with watei' and with breede , 

While Gamelyn made ordris of monkia and frere . 533 

Eayr* atood hia brothei' and made : lule chero . 

Gamelyn vp with hia ataf that he ^reft knew . [leat ai, b»ck3 

And girf hyra in the nek that he oner threw . 536 

A litilt a-boue the girdiit the rigge "boon to-brast . 

And BRtte hym in the feteis thei' he satt arst , 

Sitte there hrother* seide Gamelyn . 

ffor to colen thi body as I dide myn . 540 

As swithe as thei haddyn wroken hem on hei' foon . 

Thei asked watei* and waschon a-noon . 

What some for liet* loue and aome for her* awe , 

Alle the Benmuntia aenieth hem of the heat !awe . 544 

IT The Sehcreue was thonne but fyue myle . 

And alt was tolde hym in a litell while . 

How Gnniclyn avd Adam haden doone a sory res . 

Boiindcn and woimden men a-yena the kyi^is pes . 548 

Tho bi^an soue strif for to wake . 

And the Schireue a-boiite Gamelyn for to take . 

IT Now lithe;- and hstneth so god yeuo you good fyne. 

And ye schutt here good game of yong Gaiuclyne . 552 

ffoure and twojiti yong' men that helden hem futt bolde . 

Come to the schireue and seide that thei wolde . 

Gairielyn and Adam fette bi hei' fay . 

The Sehirreue ycue hem leui; soth for to say . 556 

Thei hyeden fast wolde thei not lyune . 

Titt thei come to the gate Ihere Gamelyn was ynne. 

Thei knokkeden on the gat« tho portei' was nygbe. 

And lokid out at an hole as man that was slighe . 560 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. OAMELYN. Harloiau 1758. 

The portei* had hiholde hem a lituft while . 

He louyd weft Gamelyn and was drad of ^e . 

And lete the wiket stond futt stille . 

And asked hem with-oute what was here wille . 564 

IF flfor alle the gret companye than spak but oon , 

Vndo the gate porter^ and lete vs yn goon , 

Than seide the porter^ so brouke I my chyn . 

Ye schutt sale your* erand yei* ye come yn . 568 

Sale to Gamelyn and Adam yf theire witt be 

We wift speke with hem two wordes or thre , 

ffelaw seide the porter stonde there stille . 

And I witt wende to Gamelyn to wite his wille . 572 

In wente the porter^ to Gamelyn a-noon . 

And seide sii* I warne you here be comen youi* foon . 

The Schereuys men ben atte the gate . 

ffor to take you both schutt ye not scape , 576 

Porter* seide Gamelyn so mote I wett the . 

I witt allow the thi wordis when I my tyme se . 

Go a-geyn to the gate and dwelle with hem a while . 

And thou schalt se right sone porter* a gile . 580 

Adam seide Gamelyn loke the to gone . 

We haue foo-men atte yate and frendis neuer one . peaf 52] 

Hit ben the Schereuys men that hider^ ben come . 

Thei be swore to-gider* that we schatt be nome . 584 

Gamelyn seide Adam hye the right blyue . 

And if I faile the this day euytt mote I thryue . 

And we schutt so welcome the Schereuys men . 

That some of hem schatt make here beddis in the fen .588 

At a posteme gate Gamelyn out went . 

And a good cartstaf in his honde hent . 

Adam hent sone a nother* gret staf . 

ffor to helpen Gamelyn and good strokis yaf . 592 

Adam fett tweyne and Gamelyn fett thre . 

The othei* sette feet on erthe and bi-gan to fle . 

What seide Adam so euyr* here I masse 

I haue right good wyne drynke or ye passe . 596 
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ITay bi god seide thei thi drynke is not good . 

It irolde toako a maiuios brayn to lyen in his hood . 

GsineljTi stood atUio and lokid hym a^bouto . 

And Beide the sehereue cometb with a gret route . 600 

Adam aeide Gamelyn what ben now tlii redia . 

Erae Cometh the scheruue and wilt hnue oui' hedia , 

Adam soidn to Gamolyn mya rede is now this. 

A-bide wo no lengeH Icat we fare a-mja. 604 

I rede tliat we to wodo gone or that we be fonnde . 

B6ttei*is there louse than in ton be bounde. 

Adam toke bi the bonde yong* Ga elyiie ./ 

And enery of hem drank a draug of wyno./ 608 

And after* token hm' ooura aiui wenten hei' way. 

Tlio fonde the acheroue nest but non ay . 

The Bohereue light doun and wento in tn halle . 

And fonde the lorde feterid fast with alle . 612 

The scbereue vnfeterid hym right Bone a-noon . 

And Bent aftii'' a lecbe to bele his rigge boon. 

V Let« we now the fala knygbt lie in his care. 

And talk*; wp of Gamelyn and loke how ba fore . 61 6 

Gamelyn in to the wode stalkid atille. 

And Adam spensei' liked tJiis ille . 

Adam swore to Gamelyn be seynt Eichere. 

Now I se it is mery to be a spensere . 620 

That leuyi* rao were keios to bero . 

Than walken in this wildo wodo my clothis to tere . 

Adam seide Gamelyn dismay the right nought . 

Mony a good mannys childe in care is brought . 624 

Aa thei stood talkyng' bothen in fere . 

Adam berdc talkj-ng of men and nygh hem thought thei 

Tlio Gamelyn vndii* wode lokid a-right . [were , 

Seiiyn score of yong men he sigli weft dight . 628 

Alle sate at the mete conipaa a-houte . peaf es, ijaotj 

Adam aeide Gamelyn now haue I no doute . 

Aftei' bale cometli bote tliorogb goddis myglit . 

Me thyiike of meto and drynke I haue a si^ht . 632 
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Adam loked tho vndii^ wode bough . 

And tho he say mete and he was glad y-nongh . 

ffbr he hoped to god to haue his dele . 

And he was sore a-longed after* a good mele . 636 

As he seide that worde the maistei* outlawe . 

Saugh Adam a7id Gamelyn vndii* wode schawe . 

Yonge men seide the maistei* hi the good rode . 

I am wai* of gestis god sende vs gode . 640 

Yonde hen two yonge men weft a-dight . 

And perauenture ther^ ben more who so loMd a-iight. 

A-riseth vp yong* men and fette hem to me . 

It is good that we witen what men thei be . 644 

Vp ther^ stertyn seuene fro the dynei^ . 

And metten with Gamelyn and Adam spensei* . 

Whan thei were nyghe hem than seide that one . 

Yeldeth vp yonge men your* bowes and youi* flone . 648 

Than seide Gamelyn that yong was of elde . 

Moche sorow mote thei haue that to you hem yelde . 

I course non other^ but right my selue . 

Thei ye fette to you fyue than be ye twelue. 652 

Tho thei herde bi his worde that myght was yn his arme . 

Ther* was non of hem that wolde do hem harme . 

But seide to Gamelyn myldely and stille . 

Come a-fore our^ maister^ and say to hym thi wille . 656 

Yonge men seide Gamelyn be your* lewte . 

What man is your* maistei* that ye with be . 

Alle thei answerde with-oute lesynge . 

GUI' maister^ is crowned of outlawis kynge . 660 

Adam seide Gamelyn go we in cristes name . 

He may neithei^ mete ne drynke weme vs for schame . 

Yf . that he be hende and come of gentitt blood . 663 

He wilt yeue vs mete and drynke and do vs some good . 

Be seynt lame seide Adam what harme that I gete . 

I wilt auenture me that I had mete . 

Gamelyn and Adam went forth in fere . 

And thei grette the maister / that thei fonde there . 668 
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T TItaQ seide the maister / kyng of aut,k\res . 
What aeke ye yonge men. vndii' wodo schawos , 
Gameljn answerde . the kyng ivith hia crowne . 671 

He most neiiia walke in feldo that may not walte in towne . 
. Sire we walke not here non harme to do . 
But if WB mete a Jeei^ to scheto therto . 
Ab men that hen hungry and mow no mete fynde . 
T And ben hard he-atad vndii' wode lynde. (Ihjh) 676 
Of Gamelyn wordia the maiatei' had reutho , 
And seide ye echalt haue y-nogh haue god my treuthe , 
He bad hum aitto doun for to take reste , 
And had hem ete aTui dryake and that of the heste . 680 
Ab thei eteu and dronken welt and fyne . 
Than eeide oon to a nother* this is Gamelyne . 
Tho was the maiatet* ontlawe in to counseilB noma ./ 
And tolde how if was Gamelyn that thidei* was come . 681 
A-non as he herde how it was be-falle . 
He made hym maiater' vndix' hym ou«r hem alJe . 
"With-yn the thrid wike hym come tithyng* . 
Tho the maistoi' outlawe that waa hei^ kyn^" . 688 

Tliat he schulde come home his pees was made . 
And of that good tithyng'he was fuft glade. 
Tho soide he to his yong" men soth for to telle . 
Me ben comon tithyngcs I may no lengei' dwelle/. 692 
Tho was Gamelyn a-non with-oute tariyng". 
Made maistet* outlawe and crowned hci^ kyng* . 
Tho was Gamelyn crowned kyng of outlawes . 
And walkid a wliile vndii' wodo schawes . 696 

IF The fak knyght his brother" was schereue and sire . 
And lets his brothei^ endite for hate rmd for hire . 
Tlio were his bonde-men Bory and no tliyngi gUde . 699 
When Gamelyn hei' lorde wolfea heed was cried and made . 
And sent out of his men wliere thei myght hym fyude. 
Ifor to go seke GameljTi vndii' wode lynde . 
To telle hym tithyng the wynde was went . 
Aft his good rpuyd and alle Ills men schont . 704 
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Whan thei hadden hym founde on knees thei hem setten . 

And a-donw with here hood and her^ lorde gretten . 

Sii^ wrath yow nought for the good rode . 

ffor we han brought you tithyng but thei be not gode . 708 

Now is thi brother^ schereue arid hath the baillie . 

And hath endited the and woKes heed doth the crie . 

Alias seide Gamelyn that euer I was so slak* . 

That I ne had broke his nekke tho I his rigge brak . 712 

Goth greteth well boJ?e/ housbonde/ and wif . 

I will: be at the next schire haue god my lyf . 

Gamelyn cam redy to the next schire . 

And ther^ was his brother* both lorde and sire . 716 

Gamelyn boldely come in to the mote halle . 

And put a-douw his hood amonge the lordis alle - 

God saue you lordynges that here be . 

But broke bak schereue euytt mote thou the . 720 

Whi hast thou do me that schame and vilonye . 

ffor to late endite me and wolfesheed do me crie ./ 

Tho thought the fals knyght for to ben a-wreke . [leaf 58, iwck] 

And let< Gamelyn most he no. thyng* speke . 724 

Might* ther* be no grace but Gamelyn at the last . 

Was cast in prison and feterid fast ./ 

Gamelyn hath a brother/ that hight sir^ Ote . 

As a good a knyght and hende as myght gon on fote . 728 

A-non yede a messagei' to that good knyght . 

And tolde hym aft to-gider* how Gamelyn was dight . 

A-non as sire Ote herde how Gamelyn was dight . 

He was right sory was he no thyng light . 732 

And lete sadift a stede arvd the way he name . 

And to his tweie bretheryn ri^t sone he came . 

Sire seide sir* Ote to the schereue tho . 

We ben but thre bretheren schutt we neuer be mo . 736 

And thou hast prisoned the best of vs alle . 

Suche a nother* brother* euyft mote hym bi-falle . 

Sii^ Ote seide the fals knyght late be thi curs/. 

By god for thi wordis he schaft fare the wurs . 740 

HAKLETAN 1768. 21 




To the kjQgis prison he is 

And there he achatt a-bide till' the itistice c 

Parde soide aii' Oto bettir' it schalt bo . 

I bid hyiu to maympritt that thou graunte me . 

TiS the nest sittyng of delyueraunce . 

And lat« than Gamoljn atonde to bis chaunce . 

Brothet' in suche a forwards I take hjra to the. 

And by my fodria soule that the higut and me . 

Bat he be redy whan the ioetice sitte ./ 

Thou schalt here the iugement for aft thi gret witte . 

I graawte weH' seide sii* Ote that it bo he. 

Late delyuei* hym a-non aiid take hym to me . 

Tho was Gamelyn delyuej'ed to sii' Ote hia brother* . 

And that nygbt dwelliii the oon vnth the othei* . 

On the morowen suide Gamelyn to sii' Ote the hende . 

Brother' he seide I mote for aotho fro you wende . 756 

To loke how my yong men leden Iiere lyf . 

Whethii* thei lyuen in ioy or cUia in atrif . 

By god seide sit' Ote that is a colde rede . 

No-m I see that alJe the carke schatt faft on ray hede , 760 

ffor whan the lustice sitt« and thou he not foujide . 

I schaft anon bo take and in thi stede y-bounde , 

Brothei* seide Gamelyn dismaie the noght . 

ffor bi sejTit lame in Galia that mony man hath soght . 76i 

Yf that god Almyghty holde me my lyf antl my witte . 

I wift be redy whan tho iustice sitte . 

Than seide sii^ Ote to Gamelyn god schilde the fro schame . 

Come when thou seist tyme and hryng* vs oute of blame . 

Lithoth and listneth and hold yow stille ./ 769 

And ye schutt here how Gamelyn had hia wille . [ia»f mj 

Gamelyn wente Yndif wode rys. 

And foiide ther plaiyng yong' men of prys . 772 

Tho was yong* Gamelyn right glad y-noghe , 

When he fonde his men vndii' ivode boghe , 

Gamelyn and his men talkeden in fete . 

And thfi h.n! good game here maister' to here , 776 
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His men tolde hym of auentaris that thei had founde . 

And Gamelyn hem tolde a-yen how he was fast bourade . 

While Gamelyn was outlawe had he no core . 

Thei* was no man that for hym ferde the wore . 780 

But Abbotia and prionre monk and Chanon . 

On hem left he noght when he myght hem nome . 

While Gamelyn and his men made myrthes ryue . 

The fals knyght his bTothei* enytt mote he fryue . 784 

ffor he was fast a-boute bothe day and other . 

ffor to hire the quest* to hangen his brother/ 

If Gamelyn stood on a day and behelde . 

The wodis and the schawis and the wilde filde . 788 

He thought on his brother^ how he hym be-hette . 

That he wolde be redy whan the iustice sette . 

He thought weft he wolde with-oute delay . 

Come a-fore the iustice to kepen his day . 792 

And seide to his yong men dighteth you yare . 

ffor whan the iustice sitte we moste be thare . 

ffor I am vndii^ borow tifl* that I come . 

And my brothei^ for me to pnson schatt be nome . 796 

Be seynt lame seide his yong men and thou rede therto . 

Ordeyne how it* schatt be and it schatt be do . 

While Gamelyn was comyng thei* the iustice satte . 

The fals knyght his brother* for-yate he not that . 800 

To hire the men on his quest to hangen his brother* . 

Thogh thei had not the oon thei wolde haue the othei* . 

Tho come Gamelyn fro vndii* the wode rys . 

And broght with hym yong< men of prys . 804 

I se wett seide Gamelyn the Iustice is sette . 

Go a-fom Adam and loke how it spette . 

Adam went in to the haUe and loked att a-boute . 

He sigh thei* stonde lordis grete and stoute . 808 

And sii^ Ote his brother' feterid fatt faste . 

Tho went Adam oute of halle as he were a-gaste . 

Adam seide to Gamelyn and to his felawis alle . 

Six* Ote stant feterid in the mote halle ./ 812 
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Tf god yeue vb grace weU for to du . 

He schatt it ft-biggo that it brought thei'-to. 616 

Than aeiile Adura that lokkea bad Uore ./ 

Crietes CUTS mote ha haue that hym bond ao sore . 

And thou wilf Gamelyn do aftif my rede . iiearsi, buckj 

Thet' is nou in the baile scbaft bere a-wey hia hede , 820 

Adam seide Ganitlyn we wiJt not do 80 . 

We wiK sle the giltif and latfl the othei' go, 

I Witt in to the halle and with the Justice epeke . 

On hem that ben giltif I wift ben a-wreke. 824 

Lete nou scape at the dore take yong men yeme 

ffop I wilt be lustice this day domes to deme . 

God ape ie me this day at my newe wotke . 

Adam come with me for thou echait be my clerke . 828 

Hia men vnswareden hym and bad hym done his best« . 

And if thou to va haue nede thou schalt fynde vs preete . 

Wa wilt etonde with the whUo that wa may dure . 

And hut we wirkea manly pay va nou hure . 832 

Yonge men seide Gamelyn so mote I weti: the ./ 

As trusti a maistei' ye schalt fyndo me . 

Eight there the lustice satte in the halle 

111 went Gamolyn amongis hem alle . S36 

GameljTi leto vnfeter his brothci' out of bende , 

Than seide sii' Ote his brothei' that was hende . 

T.n.u haddist almost Gamelyn dweUid to longe . 

ffor the quest is oute on me tliat I schulde be honge . 840 

Brother / seide Gamelyn so god yeue me good rest , 

This day thei schult ben hanged that ben on the quest . 

And the lustice bothe tliat ia the luge man . 

And the schercue bothe thoi^h hym it be-gan . 844 

IT Than seide Gamelyn to the lustice . 

Now is thi powei' done thou most nedis rise . 

Thou hast yeuyn doniyb that ben yuelt dight . 

I will sitten in thi sete and dressen hem a-righP. 848 
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The lustice sate stille and los not a-non . 

And Gamelyn in haste cleuyd his cheke bon . 

Gumelyn toke hym in his armys and no more spak . 

Bat threw him ouer the bane and his arme hrak . 852 

Durst non to Gamelyn saie hut good . 

ffor ferd of the companye that with hym oute stood . 

Gamelyn sette hym doun in the lustice sete . 

And sir' Ote his hrothei^ hi hym and Adam at his fete . 856 

Whan Gamelyn was sette in the lustice stide . 

Herken of a hourde that Gamelyn dide . 

He lete feter^ the lustice and his fals brother/ 

And lete hem come to the barre that oon with that other/./ 

Tho Gamelyn had thus done had he no rest . 861 

Tilt he had enquerid who was on the quest . 

ffor to demyn his brothei^ sir* Ote for to honge . 

Ei* he wiste whiche thai were hym thoght full: longe . 864 

But as sone as Gamelyn wiste where thei were . 

He dide hem euerychon feter^ in fere . [leaf 55] 

And bryngen hem to the barre and setten hem in rewe . 

Be my feith seide the lustice the schereue is a schrewe . 

Than seide Gamelyn to the lustice . 869 

Thou hast yeue domes of the worste assise . 

And the .xij. sisouris that weren on the quest . 

They schutt be hangid this day so haue I good rest . 872 

Than seide the schereue to yong Gamelyn . 

Lorde I crie the mercy brother^ art thou myn . 

Therfore seide Gamelyn haue thou cristas curs . 

ffor and thou were mayster^ yet schulde I haue wurs . 876 

ffor to make schort tale and noght to longe . 

He ordeyned hym a quest of his men so stronge . 

The lustice and the schereue bothe hangid hye . 

To weyuen with the ropis and with the wynde drye . 880 

And the .xij. sisours sorw haue that rekke . 

Alle thei were hangid fast bi the nekke . 

IF Thus endid the fals knyght with his trechery . 

That euyr^ had lad his lif in falsnes and foly . 884 
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He was hanged bi tha ueklce and not bi tlie pura . 

^lat was the mede that he hail for his fadiia ci 

Sii^ Ot*9 was eldist and Gamelyn was yong. 

Wentea to hero fremlis and passeiiyn to the kyng . 

Thoi nmden poes with the kyng of the best aise . 

The kyng" loued wett aii' Ote and made hym lustice . 

And after' the kyi^ made Gamelyn in l^te a 

Chief lustice of his fre forest . 

Alle hia wight yong men the kyng for-yaf here gilt . 

And aiCben in good oSico the kyng hath alle hem pUt . 

IT Thus wan Gamelyn hia londe and hia lede . 

And wreke hym on hya enemyes and quyt hem here mode . 

And sii' Ot« his brothei' made hym hia heier' ./ 897 

And sithen weddid Gamelyn a wif good and feiei' . 

Thei lyueden to-gider / while that ctiHt wo!de . 

And aithen was Gamelyn grauen vndir' molde . 900 

And 80 schalt we alle may thoi* no man fle . 

God bryng vs to the ioy that euyi* achatt ba . 

here endith the Cokii tale./ 
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